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Dangerous man: Chuck Wagner plays the nasty Mr. Hyde to Sharon Brown’s Lucy
Harris in “Jekyll & Hyde.

Jekkies love ‘Jekyll & Hyde,
but others will wonder why

“Jekyll & Hyde: The Musical®
continues 8 p.m. Tuesdays-Sat-
urdays, 7:30 p.m. Sundaya and 2
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
through May 9 at the Fisher
Theatre in Detroit. Tickcts avail-
able at the Fisher Box Office und
Tickctmaster or call (248).645-
6666.

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAPF .

“Jekyll & Hyde: The Musical®
hag become the object of devotion
for a group of fanatical fans who
call themsolves “Jekkios” and
attend n8 many performances of
the show as they can afford.

They are the vanguard of
defendera ngainst the earping of
critics who just don't undegx}um!

anthems, the kind of music that
Whitnoy Houston, Celine Dion,
Michael Bolton et. al. churn out
ad nauseum, This show contains
a string of these anthems tied
togother with some spoken dia-
logus, recitative and a sadly fow
songs that venture into other
musical territory.

Several of these songs are
already well known, as Wildhorn
18 a better promoter than he is a

_composer and he alwaye gota his

music out in odvance of his
shows. You've heard “This is the
Moment” and *Someone Like
You.” And even if you haven't
heard “Take Me As I Am" and “A
New Life,” you've heard them,
They all sound vaguely alike.
Wildhorn hes said he sees
himself 'm‘tlm' tradition of 'ﬁl‘:_u

the “magnificence and
depth” of the Frank Wildhorn-
Leslie Bricusse musical.

The Broadway touring show
now playing at the Fisher The-
atre is an eye-dazzling profes-
sionn! show with good actors.
The James Noono scepic designe
and the Beverly Emmaons light-
ing perfectly capture the Vietori-
an look and atmosphere, The
orchestra under conductor Steve
Mallardi plays crisply.

Unfortunately, the Wildhorn-
Bricusso score does not deserva
auch splendid trappings, Wild-
horn writes bambastic pop

Pine Knob

Series tickets will again be sold
on a pick-your-own plan basis,
Purchase three shows of your
choosing and reccive free lawn
tickets for throe shows of your
choice (free showa indi d by

great Y 8
i8 not true. His songs don't have
the varioty, vitality or wit that
mark tho great popular stan-
dards.

Bricusso's lyrica are as
overblown and obvious as Wild-
horn'a munic,

.Bricusse has turned the

" Robert Louie Stovenson classic

into a Grand Guignol. The argu-
meonts about scparating good
and evil are a bit hollow but all
the fireworks, flashing lights,
gruesome murders and swelling
orcheatrations oasily take the
mind out of the equation. Stage
movements often tend toward

frozen tableaux. The choreogra-
phy secems a bit clunky.

Chuck Wagner's Jekyll-Hyde
is an imposing figurc with a
heroic, booming voice. The role
almost begs for ham acting. He
scems o bit too stilf at the begin-
ning, though this might be delib-
crate to offer contrast to his
swaggering Hydo, Onc of the
production’s weak points is the
transformation, which consists
simply of Jekyll letting his pony
tail down into a straggle of hair
(a minor glitch opening night in
which Wagner couldn’t find his
hair band caused a ripple of
1gughs). Even a different blue
lighting would have added to the
effect. “The Confrontation”
between Jekyll and Hyde runs
way too long.

Sharon Brown ploys the pros-
titute Lucy who lengs for a hot-
ter life, Brown has o big pop
voice and an appealing stage
presence that wins sympathy for
her character.

Andrea Rivette is Jekyll's
upper clasa fiancee Emma. She
fits the part well and has an

- appealing, if limited, singing

voice.

If you like the current pop
music scone and enjoy 8 splashy
atage apectacle, you might find
yourself joining tho Jekkics jeer-
ing the critics. On opening night
they were giving standing ova-
tions!

series on sale Friday

* Sarph Brightman, Juno 16,
$27.50 pavilion only.

* Tom Potty and The Heart-
breakers and Lucinda Williams,
June 18. $52,60/ $26

N doon “All That" Tour

bolded dates). Serics tickets go on
sale at 8 a.m. Friday, April 30, at
The Palace Box Offico ar charge by
phane by ealling (248) 377-0100.
Pine Knob scries tickets moy also
be purchased onlino through
httpfwww, palacenot.com. Pavil-
{on tickets are available for pur-
chaso for bolded shows by calling
the same number,

All of tho shows are at Pine
Knob unleas otherwise noted.

* Tickots for these individual
showa are on sale now at The
Palace Box Office and all Ticket-
master centers. To charge by
phane call (248) 645-6666.

May

* Natalic Morchant, May 21.
$32.60 pavilion/$15 lawn

* Lonny Kravitz with The Black
Crowes, Everloat and Cree Sum-
mer, May 22. $37.50/$22.60

* Volunteer Jam Taur *88 with
Hank Williams Jr., The Charlio
Daniels Band, The Marshall Tuck-
or Band and Molly Hatchet, May
28, $28.60/$156

* Eddic Monoy and Stowart
Francke, May 29. $12.50/87.60

* Poison and Ratt with Groat
White and L.A. Guns, $20/ $12.50

June

Kanasy, Juno 4. 822.50/$12.50

« Journcy and Forcigner, June
5, $27.50/816

¢ Sammy Hagar, June 6.
$24.60/815

* Hootio and the Blowfish with
Shawn Mulling, June 10,
$28.50/$12.50

* Santann and Ozomathi, June
12, $33/816.60, with 60 conts por
ticket golng to the Milagro Foun.
dation

* Elvia Coatollo and Stevo Nieve,

apa

[

June 16, at Meadow Brook Music -

Festival, 336/ $16

0
with 98 Degrees and Monica, June
20, $28.60/520

Loverboy, June 22,

12.50

* Dwight Yoakam and Deann
Carter, Juno 24, $26/616

* 0ZZfest ‘99 featuring Black
Sabbath, Rob Zombie, deftonea,
Slayer, Primus, Godsmack, Sys-
tem of & Down and more, June 25,
$49.60

Ani DiFranco and Macco Park.
er, Juno 26, Meadow Brook, $25.

* John Mollencamp and Son
Volt, June 80. $38.50/$20
July .
Gordon Lightfoot, July 1,
Mcadow Brook. $24.50/$12.50

* J. Geils Band, July 2.
$37.60/$20

*Beatlemanin,” July 3, Moad-
ow Brook. $ TBA

“Rock Nover Btopa” with
John Entwistle, Uriah Hoop,

Qulot Riot, Slaughter and Fire- -

house, July 5. $24.50/$12.80

Heonrt with Ann and Nancy
Wilson, July 6. $24.50/312.50

Boz Scaggs, July 8, Mcadow
Brook. $22.60/412.60

* Paul Simon and Bob Dylan,
July 7. $76/$29.60
, * John Michael Montgomery
with Lee Roy Parncll and Mont-
gomory Gentry, July 8.
$27.60/312.60

¢ Brian Sotzor Orchestra, July
9. $20.50/816

Beach Boya and Crecdenco
Cloarwator Rovisited, July 10.
$26/$16.50

America/Threo Dog Night,
July 11, $24.50 /$12.50

* Motley Crue and Scorpions,
July 13, $36/815

Pat Bonatar, July 14,

12.60

Falth Hill, July 14, at Meadow

Brook. $20.50/315

Clay Walker, July 16. $25/816

Air Supply, July 15 at Mcad-
ow Brook, $22.50/812.50

Tho Commodores, July 16.
$22.50/$12.50

Potor Frampton nnd Eric
Btuart, July 17. $22.50/$12.50

Choap Trick, July 23. $20/810

Roger Waters, July 25, $36/$156

Willie Nclson Picnic with Lyle
Lovett and Keb' Mo', July 27.
$29.50/816

Chicago and Doobis Brothers,
July 30, $35.26/818.76

August
Smokey Robinson Aug. 1.
$25/$16

Blue Oyster Cult, Nazareth
and Survivor, Aug. 3. $22,50 /
$12.60

Dan Fogelberg with Jill
Jack, Aug. 4, Mendow Brook.
$27.50/816.50

Steve Miller and Georgo Thoro-
good, Aug. b. $37.50/321.50

* Vince Gill and Chely Wright,
Aug. 7. $29.60/816

Duran Duran,
$29.60/815

Konny Rogors with Annc
Murray, Aug. 12, $20.50/ §156.60

Barry Manilow, Aug. 13.
$50/810

Brooka and Dunn, with Trace
Adkins and Deryl Dodd, Aug. 20.
$29.50/316.50

* R.E.M. and Wilco, Aug. 23.
$36/$26

Aug. 10.

Natalic Cole, Aug. 28.
$37.00/418

Gipsy Kings, Aug. 28,
$32.60/817.60

Ray Charles, Aug. 20, $25/$15
September

An evening with John Teah,
Bept. 2, $26/$13.80

Barenaked Lodios, Sept. 4-5.

$TBA
KC and the Sunshine Bond
and War, Sopt. 8. $25/616
Bonnle Raitt, Jackson Browne,
Bhawn Colvin, Bruco Homsby and
David Lindloy, Scpt. 8. $32.50/$15
Huey Lewin and the Nows,
Bept. 11, $24.50/612.50

{ o



