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*I hate Paris!* Nicolo Christ
anid cmpl\uh«nlly with o laugh.
“They’ro so mean,” .

But Paris is the home of

. Chanel, Dior, Givenchy, St. Lau-
vent and other namo designers.
Add when the fashion shaws aro

. ovcr, the dreases go to resale
shops.

That's something Christ
knows all about oa owner of
Nicole's Rovival, a designer
resalo store at 958 N, Newburgh,
Weatland. Christ and Carolyn
Schneider, author of “The Ulti-
mute Consignment and Thrift

~Store Guide,” are leading a
European Resale Tour to London
and Paris, Sept. 30to Oct. 7.

Christ, 28, has been leading *

local resale bus toura of the
Detroit-metro area since 1994,
Four or five Saturdays a year, a
group of about 60 people gather
at Nicolo’s Ravival, share a con-
tinental brenkfast and then take
a bus that stops at seven resale
shops. The $36 tour runs from 9
a.m, to 5 p.m.

Carolyn Schneider liked tho

h.h.-n 8o much allo suggested thoy
might expond their horizons.
“She said let’s go to Europe,”
Christ said. “We went last
March and interviewed stores.
The only ones that were rade
were the ones in Paris. The Paris
stores are real expensive, pricey.
... But they have things that we
don't have here, Madame Nicole,
who has several stores, has ono
that's all Chanels. I'm lucky if I

got ane Chanel, but thia wholo -

storn was full of them.” .

Not every atore in London and
Paris was acceptable.

“We saw 10 stores in London.
Five wore no's, threo maybes
and two dcﬁnitu," Christ enid.
“We've had storea calling but we
noeded details. We have to be
selective on a trip like this, We
can't show them hillbilly thrift
shops.”

And the two cmcn ‘definitely
have their own unique atyles.

* “In London, I noticed a lot of
the shops had more, um,
mohawks, aparchy, vintage sort
of things. In Paria there is more
couture, more art. London is
more ..." Christ said ending by

On the go:
Nicole Christ
:shops in the
shadow of
Landon s Big
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GREAT ESCAPES

- Bho first visited London six

ing a Jimmy Page guitar

! Chnst. who lives in Garden
City, is not a big fan of Europe.

years ago. Her ex-husband was
from England and thoy honoy-
mooned in France.

But nothing stops a shopper in
pursuit of a bargain, which has
been Christ’s life work for the
lnst six yoars.

“I waa going into real estate, 1
went to school and got my real
estate license and studied build-
ing nnd was going to combine
them, but then I decided to  open
tmn store six years ago,” she
i Her brother had noticed that
Crowley’s was closing a storo
and throwing racks of clothing in
a dumpster. That waa the begin- |

ning of Chriat’s quest for slightly

used clothing. A quick check on
buying habits told her Westland
ranked just behind Grand
Rapids and Troy as a retail cen-

ter.
Each week Christ visits the
homes of the wealthy nnd Jocally

* famous to buy their designer
' suits, dresscs and accessories,

She nlso picks up clothes worn

. by auto show models, atores that

go out of business and designers.

“We buy outright, no consign-
ments,” she said,

And her customers include a
broad range of incomes.

“We have people who could
buy and sell this place a million
times over but like the thrill of
the hunt,” she said.

But not everything in Nicole’s
Revival is high-end designer
wear. She also has clothes origi-
nally from the Gap, J. Crew and
Eddio Bauer.

But for men, she has only
high-end items. She said men
want to take the time to shop
around and search for items.
They have a definito idea of
what they want.

That was one of the attractions
of Madame Nirole's in Paris.

“She owns a men's resalo shop
that was the best I've scen with
Versacci, Armani,” she said,

Celebritles: Carolyn-Schneider (left) and Nicole Christ caught the attention of Paris
television on their last visit.

Schneider's book, “The Ulti-
mate Consignment & Thrift
Store Guide,” is a listing of hun-
dreds of stores around the world.
She haa been in charge of con-
tacting the stores while Christ
has ereated an itinerary working
with Four Corner Travel in
Birmingham.

The group will be flying o
United Airlines 777, )

In addition to intensive bar-
gain hunting at resale shops and
some flea markets, the trip will
include somo of the more usual
travel opportunitios: trips by
boat on the Thames and Seine, a
Buckingham Palace tour, & Ritz
Escoffier cooking demonstration
in Paris, a fashion show and free
time to explore.

“On Sunday in London we are
going to Westminster Abbey to
their 3:16 pm. sorvice. I guess
their gervice is awesome! They
have young boys 8-10 s:ngmg
and it’s like angels singing,” she
said.

Thé trip is tentatively pnccd
at $1,166 per person which
includes roundtrlp air, flight
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Royal accommodations: Nicole Christ isn't a fan of
Paris, but she said Versailles was impressive.

hetween London and Paris,
accommodations, fashion show,
rosale ﬂhup tour, bus tours for
both cities and a discount at
Printemps Departmont Store in

Paris. Other items are optional.

For travel information, call
Four Corners Travel at 1-800-
373-0863 or Nicole’s Revival at -
1-734-729-1234.

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
leads, story ideas or your own
travel adventures to Hugh Gal-
lagher, assistant manoging cdi-
tor for featurcs, Observer &
Etcentric Newspapers, 36351
S¢hoolcraft, Livonia, 48160 or
fax to (734)591-7279 or e-mail to
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net

YOUR STORIES

‘We want to hoar from you!
‘Where have you beon, what have
you been deing? Have you seen
the pyramids of Egypt or the
Parthenon in Greece? Have you
taken a cruise or anowshoed in
the frozen north? We want to
know, to share your atorics and
pictures with your neighbors.
Call Hugh Gallagher
(734)953-2118 or e-mail at hgal-
Ingher@oc.homecomm.net
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NEW AT CEDAR POINT
The new entertninmont at
Cedar Point Amusement Park in

_Sandueky, Ohio, will include a

high dive act, 2 new IMAX movio
and a party band.

“Splash” will be a high diving
demonstration in the Cedar
Point Aquatic Stadium foul\mng
eight Olympic caliber divers in a
20+ m\nuw display of diving tal-
en

'l'hc new IMAX offering is
“Extreme.” The 1999 IMAX
movie combines incredible
extreme sport action with narra-
tion from the athletea and a con-

sound extravaganza. “Jump, Jive
& Jom” will feature kick off the
summer party on Junc 26 and
run through Aug. 22, Cedar
Point opens Sunday, May 8.
BERKSHIRES IN SUMMER -

The Berkshire Hills of Western
Massachusetts will celobrate
summer 1999 with dozons of
world premicres antong hundreds
of music, theater and dance per-
formances, including two world
prnmmres based on the novel
“Summer” by Edith Wharton,
which is sct in a rural Berkshire
village. Tho stars of stage and
screen will be evident in the arca

A

tomporary dtrack. Sports Awnrd-win-
includo skiing nnd nnuwbnnrd- ning actress Gwyneth Paltrow's
ing, surfing at the Willi

and windsurfing.

“Jump, Jive & Jam!" will fea-
ture a high-energy party band as
a prelude to “Cedar Point Sum-
mer Spectacular” laser, light and

Theatre Festival ae Rosalind in
Shakespeare's “As You Like It,”
scheduled Aug. 14-15.

On Aug. 28, the Berkshire
Opera Compuny will premicre

If the whole
world is going
to the
dogs, you
may as
well have
one of
your own.
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the operatic version of Wharton's
“Summer” Aug. 31, Scpt. 2 and 4
at the Koussevitzky Arts Center
on the Borkshire Community
College Campus in Pittsfield.

This year the Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra will honor Seiji
Ozawa's 25th anniversary as
music director at Tanglewood,
The BSO will begin its scason
July § with Ozawa conducting
Becthoven's 6th and 7th sym-
phonics. Tanglewood will also
feature noted classical soloists,
Jjazz and popular music.

The area also fcatures dance,
drama, choral and operatic per-
formances at various venues.

For more information on the
Berkshires, n free guide book, a
free Culture in the County
Brochure, map and calondar of
cvents, visitors may contact the
Berkshire Visitors Bureau at
1(800)237-6747. Visitors may

also write the Berkshire Visitors
Bureau, Berkshire Common,
Pittafield, MA 01201 or visit the
Web site at www.berkshires.org

KAYAXING

REI is holding a Kayak Demo
Day 1-3 p.m. Sunduy. May 2, at
Gallup Park in Ann Arbor, tako
the Geddes Road exit off US-23
west to Huron Drive . This clinic
is an on the water event co-host-
ed by Walden Kayaks. This is
chance to try a kayak, learn pad-
dling techmquca, water salcty
and your optionsa with kayak
accessories. Open to beginners
and skilled kayakers, All clinics
are free and open to the public.

BEER BASH

The fourth annual World Expo
of Beer will be held Friday-Sat-
urday, May 14-15, in Franken-
muth, Mich, More than 2,000
beer lovers “tapped into” last

un}uur oth

whgryo

Choaose ;‘;ylf Jessond d
want,,gl_:ere. WAt

Bnynu Supephn - \\fmﬁ‘v ;

80 you can perfect yours.

SAmericar bert

JM$69

+ Five uighta lodging at Boyne \Imnnnm
« Five breakfaste anid dinners

+ Unlimitedt golf with cant an fise championalip Boyne USA conmes
+ Unlimited lessons with vidro analysis

+ Prefereed tee times and aceens to resort amenities
+ Cocktai} parties and tournameata with prizes

Bo gyne USH

1-800-GO-BOYNE™

Bayne Mountain, Boyne Fall, M1+ Boyne Highlands, Harbor Springs, M1

Packages ate per prerson, based on double vecnpancy and saibhility. Tas evra.

Boyne Super Five gz)é‘ Weeks.
Total

f Ufvalue starts at
g You U recerve:

WWW, boync. com

year'a expo.

The Budweiser Beer School is
back. BEach classroom ia com-
prised of two 63-foot lang trailers
that unfold and join together to
make a 1,400-square-foot class-
room that seats 48 people. To
participate in the class, call
Linda Nichols at (517)662-6106
or 1-800-FUN FEST.

Tickets to the Werld Expo pur-
chased prior to May 4 reccive an
official World Expo of Beer 1999
glass mug. Each ticket includes
10 “samples.” Ticket price is $10
and can be ordered by calhng toll
free, 1-800-FUN FEST, Th
Expo will fun 6-10 p.m. Fnd
and 2-10 p.m. Saturday.
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1-800-565-1832

wwwlittleinn.com -

LAST CHANCE!
1251h Kentucky Derby
Limited Seats Available
4730 - 572

NOow

w $499=

Inc.n. n\aml coach, 2 nts. hotel,
casino cruise with dinnes
Aamlulon to Churchiil Downs.

BEST VALUE TRAVEL
20307 Midd!lebelt
Llvonia

(248) 476-2020 |
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