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Wowl Jennifer Jacob, 4, pets th
Australia. Jennifer’s mom, Deborah loo

reptile a hug.

- Living
wonders

Kids check ’em out

A fox, tortoise, bullfrog and
fow cockroaches gathered ot the
Farmington Hills Public Library,
not to cheek out the latest liter-
ary works but to provide greater
understanding about nature.

The crittera joined a carpot
python, ecolectus parrot and
Peruvian bird-eating spider as
part of Chris Percha's *“Living
Wonders" presentation. About 30
curious folks turned out for the

Percha, a C T hip

Peoplo also had a chance to sce
rod-cyed tree frogs and blue
tonguo akink. They were somo-
what overshadowed by the furry
Fennec fox.

“The fox is always the most
popular,” said Percha, who will
be moving his “Living Wonders®
enterprise to Florida soon, “You
nover sce a fox, especially up
closo because they're such shy
animala.”

Percha gives 40 programs a

year at 1s, libraries and

veterinarian technician, usel
exotic creatures to highlight
nature’s unusunl and splendid. A
garden variety cockronch? Hard-
ly, Perchn brought along the
hissing Madagascar kind.

parks. He also works with
species protection programs and
is an animal/ptant health inspec-
tor, He's also done animal reha-
bilitation.

Educator offers help to
parents of troubled teens

BY JILL HOCEMAN
BTAFY WRITER
jhockman@oohomecomm.net

ish them instend of working to
find the real problem, DeSisto

The 16-year-old C: girl
wns a cheerleader and a
straight-A student, but her par-
ents knew she was out of control.

The Walled Lake Central stu-
dont was depressed and bulimic,
And sho was abusing alcohol and
heroin to easc her pain.

“She was using any meoons to
ancathetize,” said the girl's atep-
mother, who asked not to be
identified. “Qur entire life
revolved around gotting her
help.”

But driving her to counseling
appointments, checking her into

t centers and cnforci
atrict rules at home wasn't
enough.

“What do you do when your
kid is trying every day posaible
to destroy themselvea?” the girl's
step-mother snid. “We were not
succeeding.”

The final straw came when the
girl came home drunk from a
school basketball game.

The next morning sho was on
a plane hended for Tho DeSisto
School, a Connecticut school for
troubled kids. And now she’s
finally off drugs, her step-mother

safd.

“She's performing. She's com-
munieating. She’s been clean for
16 months,” the step-mother
suid. “She's been forced to deal
with her pain.”

The schoeol's founder, Michael
DeSisto, will speak to local par-
cnta about parenting techniques
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 29, ot
Sarah Banks Middle School. The
seminar is free.

‘A noted cducator, author, ther-
apist and lecturer, DeSisto will
bo in town to meet with four
local familiea whose children
attend the school. .

DeSiato said his program is
aimed at bright, creative, manips
ulative kids who have problems
with oating disorders, drugs,
gambling or dopression.

‘When kids usc drugs or act out
in other ways, parents often pun-

snid. He compared the situation
to a broken-down car.

*“The car is making a bad noise
because something is wrong with
it,” DeSisto said.

“A kid takea drugs for one rea-
son - beeause they’re uncomfort-
able,” he said. “Kids don't know
how to feel good naturally. . .
The only thing they’re doing is
medicating thomselves to keep
alive.”

Instead of punishing their kids
for acting out, DeSisto said, par-
ents need to find out what's
missing in their kids' lives.

“How do you teach the kid to
talk to you, lot you know about
the emptiness and fill them-
aclves up?” he said. “It's about
learning how to lave yourself.”

DeSisto snid his techniques
are helpful for ali parents — not
just those who are obviously
atruggling with big issues like
alcohol, drugs or eating disor-

ders.

DeSisto is the author of two
books: *Decoding Your Teenag-
er,” which is now out of print,
and a handbook for family and
adult psychotherapy, He's a fre-
quent consultant to NBC'a Today
Show, and he recently taped a
segment discuasing the high
school ahooting incident in Lit.
tleton, Colo.

Theso Littleton teens suspect-
ed of the school shootings are
exactly the kinds of kids who
might attend his achool, he said.

DeSisto blamed the shooting
tragedy on denial by school
administratera. “They didn't
know what to do with (thoso
boys),” ho said. “When we don’t
know what to do, we'll deny
what's going on because we don't
want to feol stupid.”

DeSiato also snid socioty’s
necd to be politically correct cuts
down on verbnl confrontations.
People don't express anger, and
=nobady gets to see what's gaing
on ;ntil it becames explosive,” ho
said.

¢ tail of a blue-tongued skink, a reptile native to
ks a bit more tentative about giving the
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Brave: Jennifer Jacob moued on from the skink to show her mom, Deborah, o
Madagascar Hissing Cockroach.

(no beans about it!) ‘

gant
spring savings

e

Take another

25%

merchandise already reduced
by 25 to 70%.*

Through Saturday, May 1

Savings off original prices of selected merchandise only, as identified by signs.
Reductions taken at register. No adjustments made on prior purchases.
Excludes Fine Jewelry Consolidation Caravan.

Jacobsons

Birmingham ¢ (248) 644-6900 Livonia » (734) 591-7696  Rochester » (248} £51-6000

SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Glft Certificates Complimentary Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Chargo




