CHAT ROOM

Kids on fringe
yearning to
belong, too

8 the high school killings in our

A country continue, I wonder
what contributes to the ulti-
mate eruption of violenco in our
youth, The boys who committed the
most recent massacre in Colorade
were described ns being on the fringe.
They didn’t fit in. So, like so many
kida before them, they created their
own group, with symbols and activi-
tics that defied all those who had
rejected them, blatantly or subtly.

Many people say the parents of
theso boys aro to blame. It was their
fault for permitting violent video
games, Soldier of Fortune magazines,
and for allowing them to wenr black
trench coats, If wo can blame the par-
ents, then the rest of us parents are
safe.

We may all share .the blame.
Despite civil rights and affirmative
action plans, we don't accept those
who are different. Even teachers and
parents, who profess to love children,
often diamiss those with unusual,
annoying habits.

What went wrong?

1 want to know what happened to
thoss boys between the time they
were brought home in soft receiving
blankets'and the day they turned
their hatred on thomselves and took
out 13 innocents and a whole commu-
nity with them, I want to know
becnuse my oldest son, (11 enll him
“Nick™}, now half-grown, has been on
the fringe since preschool.

Nick has fair skin and thick, dark
hair that stands up on top with no
assistance from gel. He is lean, taller
than average, and when he laughs, he
bends in half at the waist.

When Nick was 5, wo passed a
neighbor's house where 16-20 neigh-
hor kids in bright snowauits were frol-
icking in the yard. Nick said, “Plense
can I go play?” Of courso. I dresacd
him and sent him out. Ten minutes
later, the parent in that house called
to say, “I have too many children
here,” She would not send other chil-
dren home with Nick becausc “they
wouldn't want to come. They don’t
like Nick,” she said. Nick stood out-
side the group and did not join in, and
he hesitated when they asked him
queationa. She said aho couldn’t
“make the kids like him.”

I have never scen his fice look as
sad as that day when 1 opened the
door. “Thoy don't want ME,” he said. I
held him for a long time.

Another time, he went out to play
and o mother called me to say, “We
make play dates in this neighborhood.
We don't just send our kids out to one
another's house to play.” I remember
screaming into the receiver, *Who
made these rules?”

Struggling socially

Nick hasa continued to struggle
socially. He hesitates, sometimes for
minutea when people ask him ques-
tions, and the silenco is horribly
uncomfortable. Even 1 have com-
manded, Answer the g jonl in a
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'OCC professor helps students find creativity

B Farmington’s newest
Artist in Residence js an
author, a potter and the art
department chair at OCC.
BY MARY RODRIQUE-

BTAFF WRITER
mrodrique@os.homecomm.not

As a student in Dearborn Public
Schools, Robert Piepenburg was being
‘groamed for an auto industry job, like
it or not.

“Math and scienco
was stressed heavi-
ly,” said Farming-
ton's Artist in Resi-
donce for 1999. "1
was tracked.”

Community College,

he was tapped by

Burroughs Corp. for a cooperative
1e/atud Ay

“The engineers 1 worked with were
miserable,” ho snid. I came back (to
HFCC) and took my first drawing

- class.”

A good teacher was all the encour-
agomont he needed to apread his
wings. Soon Piepenburg transferred to
Eastern Michigan University where he
eventually earned three degroes,
including master of fine arts with a
manjor in sculpture.

Todny, he chairs the art department
at Oakland Community College,
Orchard Ridgo campus, He is a ceram-
ics instructor, artist and author of

- three books. The latest feather in his

cap is Artist in Residence, an honor
bestowed by the Farmington Commu-
nity Arts Council and celebrated dur-
ing the annual Festival of the Arts,
now in progress. .

“When I transforred to Eastern, 1
planned to turn my drawing ekills to
painting.:I had a three- eredit hole in
my schedule and I took a ceramics
class to fill it. That turned out to bo a
second birth for me,” said Pi h

At Henry Ford ’

the only married couple to shara that
honor.

Ovor nearly 30 years teaching at
OCC, Picpenburg has watched the

‘cernmics dopartmont expand to full

operation, with a waiting list.

“We began with two clectric kilns.
Now we havo four. Wo can accommo-
date 125 students, We could fill more
but the studio couldn’t handle more.

an offable man who looks right at
homo in his sprawling OCC ceramics
studio. .

“My simple definition of creativity is
‘Know who you are.’ Then you can be
who you are.”

Pioponburg was nominated for the
award by his wife, Gail Pi b ar

We work at 1 pacity

Of the award, ho said *It’s groat. Peo-
ple need to fee) appreciated, to have
auccers acknowledged. I'm aware of
that as a teacher, It's espocially nice
being ized in your own
nity. Home is usually the last place
where you receivo accolades.”

It
Copartment chair at Farmington High
School, She was Farmington Artist in
Residenco in 1980, Thus they are now

e Picp live in Far

Hills, about a mile from the OCC cam-
pus. They've raised five children now
ranging in age from 16 to 30.

Artlst with work: Robert Piepenburg display.
Community College, Orchard Ridge.

i

As un artist, Piepenburg “is not into
factory-type production, Botweon
semestors, I'll do.work. It secms it.
always sells,” 5 L T

At tha William' Costick Activitles -

‘Center through Sunday; vicwérs can, '

see eight of his works displayed on’
pedestals in the main exhibit hall. He

ibes his work as functional, Tt
docan't live well in the kitchen.”

Ann Arbor Street Fair. They aimply
failed to mail in the application form a
couple of years back and then realized
they needed the break from their busy
“schedales, In summer, they often do

8 for art
*Art is 8o important in education. It
helps studesits to discover and enhance
their solf worth,” he said. “It gives

them self-csfeem. It helps them to diss ~

caver their I

He favors Raku, an ancient Ji
hni d d for the
rary potter, One of the books he
authared i8 *Raku Pottery.” The other
two aro “Tho Spirit of Clay” which s
used as a ceramics toxtbook in some

" eolloges, and “Treasures of the Cre-

ative Spirit, An Artist's Understanding
of Human Creativity.” The latest tome
is mare philosophical in nature. -
Until two years ago, Piepenburg and
his wife exhibited annually during the

Over his career, Piepenburg has
received three grants from the Michi-
gan Council for the Arts und one from
the National Endowment for the Arts.
He would like to see government more
involved in supporting the arts, which
e feels is a corneratone of society.

“Tenching is real important to me,”
he said. *It's a part of what brings joy
to my life, and passion, I'm very lucky.”

Arts service winner knows how to
raise cash for community projects

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAFY WRITER
mrodrigue@oehomecamm.net

Sorvice to the Arts winner May Arve
has been volunteering for good causes
her whole life. In her native Redford

Township, she was Citizen of the Year, .

the same honor she achicved later
while a resident of Southfield.

She nlso hasg; the distinction of being
the necond woman over to win a covet-
ed Beaver Award from Boy Scouts
while scrving as a den mother. And she
was the oldest woman over crowned
Mra, Michigan in 1980. Just don't ask
how old, she jokes, .

Arvo, who lives in Novi but has been
an active member and fund-raiser for
Farmington Musicale for almost two

decades, was selected by the Farming-
ton Community Arts Council this year
as service winner primarily for ralsing
funds for new pianos ot the Longacre
House and Costick Activitios Center.
With Musicale, she alao raised funds
for a grand piano at the Farmington
Library. Arvo is being cited for fund
raising for youth music scholarshipa,
her particular passion.

She is Musicale's repreaentativo with
Farmington Community Arts Council,
serves on tho Longacre House Board,
and is a longtime member of the Farm-
ington Players.

*Sho has been u true arta activiat,
and hna dedicated many years of ser-
vice in our community to promote
youth, music and the arts,” said Bea

fone, a icalo sp
The daughter of singers - her father

was a cafe singer in Europe ~ Arva
inherited a strong singing voice which
she first used publicly in a church choir
golo at age 5. At 7, she sang on “Radio
Schoolhouse”™ and in ninth grade at
Redford Union High won her first con-
tost to sing and tour with the achool
band as vocalist, She attended Inter-
lochen on scholarship for two weeks’
study of voice and choral directing.
Although offered several college music
scholarships, including a bid to study
opera in Syrncuso, she instead chose

Moy Arvo
Park United Mcthodist Church in

School of
with Weatern Michigan University.
Encouraged to jo

While youth choir director at Nardin

ing, affiliated .

Farmington Hills, she met Bev Notes-
tine, who eacouraged her to join the
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voice that ia a little too shrill.

When Nick played soccer, his lega
Tooked too long for his body. He made
huge circles with his armas, and
bobbed his head awkwardly. All the
way down tho soccer field, ho would
announce every aspect of the play, the
seare, the players, the position of the
ball. I thought, why doesn’t he shut
up? His father noted that Nick kept
botter track of the dotails than the
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Build a

Trying to sct up a class reunion? Want to

Web site for your club, organization

members,” he said, *Within thnt,

T

notify members of your church group about
a chango in meeting times? Looking for
people to exhibit work in the local ort fnir?
You need a site on the World Wide Web.
And thnnks to a new service being offered
by the Observer Newspapers, you can have

‘you could create another site for
. board members, to which only they
have access. Or you might create a
link to another site for the reunion
committee.” :
Bringing many local groups’ Web

=1

sites together in onc location cre-
ates n sense of community, Reberto
said. And it makes the sites easicr

one with just n few clicks of a mouse. It's
casy to set up and there in no charge to
nonprofit groups for the ecrvice. {Seo relat-
ed story on Page A1) to find. .
n.com is a new community Web sito scrvice Training i are sch

i {zati the for 6:30-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, May

coaches did.

In kindergarten, his teacher became
exasperated at his halting speech and
his averted cycn. In first grade, hig
teacher suggosted we put him on

B Tolophone: (work 00G home)

duled

. “Mih

Ritalin to help him focus. In second 18 Curront & malt nddress: d to serve and or n froining

grade, we (ric?i a charter school that state of Michigan,” anizi;‘Brion Roberto, mnn’ngnr of the Observer & 12, 9 l:l.m. to n&m Snuil‘\;:léxy, ?j[ny Lt ampvdwad
rided itsolf on unconditionall N Eceentric Enhanced Mcdia Department. 15, and 9 a.m. to noon Wedneaday, Wt 00 48278
Kcmpling all children. Unfoﬁ,unl:t.olg: 8 ¥ypg of computer you have: You don't need to write code or know HTML. All you need is o M&y 19, at CompUSA in the Novi Trairieg Dost.: (248) 3087450
thoy neglected to teach them after P , o modem and an Internet connection. Conneet to . Town Center, Each session will last K .

they accepted them, We 1 1 to W First choice tor tealning sesston: ih com and follow the on-screen inatructions. two and a half hours, after which, Roberto said, you will be rendy

to sct up your site,

The $16 fee includea ials and h You
cnn fill out the attached coupon and send a check paynblo to the
Obscrver & Eccentric Nowapapers or register online with a credit
card at thia sccuro site http: 1t Imih orcall
Jennifer Murray at (734) 853-2038 for more information. Space is

Tho sites allow community groupa to post their nowsletters and
calendars of events online, to post messnges in discussion areaa or
to engage in live chnt with other participants. You can also send e
mail to all members of the organization with just one click of the
mousa. : .

You can even stack pages within pages, Roberto snid. .

“An alumni organization might have a site sct up for general

' the public school we had feft.

When Nick turned 9, ho joined o
basketball team, the Magie. Coach
Miller, a volunteer dad, began by hav-
ing the team identify what each ploy-
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