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- Announcing REGENT PLUS

* A special program for older adults with memory impairments
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or did woll. Nick's gift was
defense. Tho coach gave him ono
joh: stand mid-court und don't Iet
the guy dribble the ball past you.
Nick roso to the challunge like a
pit bull, Even Dennis Rodman
would have beon impresacd.
When on the sidelines, Nick con-
stantly stood in conch Miller's
apuce. Conch would whirl around
and nearly knock Nick down
game after game, Each timo he
regained his balance, and
paticntly stepped around Nick.

Coach Miller invited Nick in
from the fringe. He choso to look
for the good in his players and
ignore the anuoying. By doing 80
he taught tolerance. And as he
did it, we saw Nick change.

Now in fourth grade, ho has a
teacher much like coach Miller.
At our first parent-teacher con-
ference, she said, “Nick is bright.
He participates. He is a plea-

sure.” We were stunned. “Are
you cancerned with tho way he
hesitates when aaked o ques-
tion?" I asked. *Not really, He's
doing better with practice.” “How
about hia insbility to maintain
oyo contact?” “He's coming along
with this,” she said. “Thoy all
hava their little quirks, you
know.” .
For most of this school yoar,
Nick has seemed happy. He
doggedly works on homework.
Ho played basketball and his
goit waa not so unusual.
Recently, I heard William Pol-
lack, best-gelling nuthor of “Real
Boys,” oxplain that boys aro
often sad, but wa don't recognize
their sadness until it turns into
an act of violence. Following
this, 1 asked Nick “Aro you sad?

1s there something you need to.

tell me?" To my surprise, ho said
yes, And proceeded to describe

Arts serviCe jompozs:

H What might have hap-
penod If the adulis in
his life had continued
to focus on how he was
different?

some daily frustrations that cen-
* tared on ployground injustices.

Lately, Nick takes out his
anger on s backbonrd, and it
scema the more patiently I wait,
tho better he is at answering
questions. But I still wonder,
What might have happened in
anothér seven yoars if tho adults
in Nick's lifc had continued to
focus on how he was diffoerent?
What if his coach had merely tol-
orated him? What if his teacher
had stopped calling on him? And
what if I had continued to seo his
sllence ns my failing? Instead of
learning to listen patiently for
his answers,

Maric Smith grew up in Farn-
ington. .

Farmington Musicale. That was
1982. Sho hos since served on or
chaired just about every commit-
teo tho group has to offer and
has helped raise more than
$20,000 for Musicale’s student
scholarshipa and genceral fund by
organizing benefits.
“My first big involvernont was
dinating various individual

. and group acts to perform free

during National Music Week in
1983,” she recalled.

Last year at the Longacre
House, which operates s a com-
munity center in Farmington
Hills, she brainstormed with
board director Ben Marks for a
way to obtain s grand piano. She
hammered out & deal with Ham-
mell Music President Tim Hoy,
himself a former Longacre
House instructor, Tho result was
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“A Grand Night For Music” din-
ner/auction staged last October
which raised tho necessary
funds. The two nlso worked out a
plan for a piano at the Costick
Conter.

-“Tim Hoy is very gencrous to
tho community and with chil-
dren. He's o very genorous man,”
she said. .

Mother of four children and
five atepchildren, she is alao
grandmother to 16 kids. Ovor
the yoars, Arvo has worn many
hata, including croating and
teaching a course at Oakland
Community Collego for displaced
homemakers re-entering tho
workfloree. Drawing on personal
experience (gho was divorced in
1874 and went back to achool
that year), sho later taught the
class at Longacre House.

Peaks and lows .

* “Some people's lives bavo little
hilla and valleys; I've had high
peaks and lows,” sho said.

One of the lows was a hit-and-
run auto accident in 1873,
Rammed by o drunken driver on

hbound 1-76 while i
from a camp counselor stint up
North, she suffered broken ribs,
a broken hip und foot. Three
wooka of hospitalization and
much therapy followed. Required

swimming pool therapy opened
another door for her. She becameo
a watar safety instructor,

“My philosophy Is that every
adversity is an opportunity,” she
said.

The cane she walks with todoy
ia n remnant from a 1991 fall.
Getting ready for a rehoarsal
program at the library, she
slipped on a patch of black fce
and broko both elbows and her
hip in the resulting fail,

*The hip fracture wasn't dis-
covered right away and I never
rocovered from that properly,”
she said.

She has never let broken
bones or rchabilitation stand in
her way. Arvo still performs as a
vocalist with several choirs, sym-
phonics, and nen profit organiza-
tions. And her involvement with
various community groups fills
two typed pages, single-spaced,
on her resume,

“My" high school English
teacher, Miss Arnald, gave me a
littlo verse I still am inspired by
today,” she said. “Only one life,
*twill soon be passed, Only
what's done for Christ will 1nst.”

“Miss Arnold went on to
become a missionary,” she added
with a chuckle.

Saturday & Sunday,

St Florian in Hamtramck presents the ...

31st Annual
Strawberry

Festival ‘99

May 1st & 2nd, Noon - 9 p.m.

T GAMES + HOURLY 50/60 » BINGO 11

MAIN RAFFLE: Sunday, May 2nd at 8:30 pm.',

'SATURDAY EVENTS:
Tent: Kavaliers...noon-3:30; JoTown..5-9 p.m.
Lower Church: Ted Koltowicz “Sparks

SUNDAY EVENTS:
Tent: Polish Mostims...12:30-3:30 p.m.; The Coachmen...4:30-9:30 p.m.
Lower Churche Cheis &

Misty Blucs..4:30-8:30 p.m.
e DINNER SPECIALS:
Clty Chickon

LIC # F22946

of Fire” noon t0 330 p.m
Dukes., 4:30-8:30 p.m.

Musk.noon to4:00 p.m

China J & Gilts

_Saturday,May 7
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