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Our way: Philip Power, owner and chairman
of the board of Hometown Communications
Network, parent company of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, talks to the
Farmington Exchange Club about community
Jjournalism Wednesday.

Journalism

O&E owner talks
community news

By Tpt SMITn
STAYY? WRITER
temithCoo.homecomm.net

Big city journalists can jump
into — and out of — 8 community
to cover a mujor atory, or to get
local reaction to national stories
such as the high school shootings
in Littleton, Colo.

But their counterparts at com-
munity nowspapers such as the
Farmington Observer don't have
that luxury, the newspaper's
owner, Philip Power, said during

jumped on if you don't,” said
Power, whose ancestors helped
settle the Farmington area. Ho
is chairman of the board of
Hometown Communications
Network, Inc, which owns the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pors, a chain of 16 twice-weekly
cditiona.

Power cxplained that the
Observer and similar newspa-

# it moans local Journallists, who often live In the
places they cover the news, must maintain an
oxcellent rapport with sources and be highly

Ing.

responsible, caring and accurate In thelr report-

about 40 Exchange Club mem-
bers and guests. Those included
“junior Exchangites,” students
from North Farmington High
School's National Honor Society.

“I think the essence of it (the
&ulk) in, you'll get more from a

pers aro doing Jjour-
nalism cvery day, with reporters
:nvqring governmental study

day's weekly of

the Farmington Exchange Club
at Brass Pointe restaurant.

1t means local journalists, who

often live in the places they

cover the newa, must maintain

an excellent rapport with

and poring over police
reports in person rather than
finding out about a hot news
story from on angry resident or a
faxed press releaso.

«“I¢'s part of a face-to-face rela-
tionship gf journalists working

sources and be highly resp
blo, caring and accurate in their

reporting.
“Because you'ra going to got

vgxthln a ,” Power con-

ued.
To illustrate, Power incorpo-
rated into his speech several
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pplied by Farming
ton Observer Editor Joanne Mal-
iszowski and staff members.
Those examples reinforced how
the newspaper is “always there,”
in touch with local issues and
people.

In comments provided by staff
photographer Bill Bresler, col-
leagues from major dailics, after
finding out he worka for the
Observer, typically ask for story
background. “Because we carry
the history of the news.”

School dis’trict plans d

reunion for market research

I

Power said there olso is 8 sig-
nificant difference between print
and electronic media. “When we
do make a mistake, we do so in
print,” he oxplained. “And,
what's sad sbout print is, it is
durable and people can brandish
the newspaper in your face,

“You can't brandish a TV pro-
gram, except for.the Jenny Junes
trial” -

Listening to Power in un infor-
mal, light-hearted setting were

paper thon from peo-
ple who don't care at a bigger
newspaper,” Exchange Club
member Brian Nocella, o Farm-
ington chirapractor, said after
the luncheon. *“I thought he was
very directive, very powerful and
carcs for the community.”
According to Exchange Club
member and Farmingten Hills
dentist Ronda Van Horn, she
“likes the idea of a hometown
newspaper” such a8 the Observer
because it helps keep her in con-
tact with the community, Van
Horn added that she enjoyed
Power's favorable comparison of

community newspapera to bigger
papers. '
Nocella said the Exchange
Club is the longest-running ser-
vice organization in the Farm-
ington-Farmington Hills area.
Members meet from all watks of
life not only to have fun, but to
alse swap ideas how to improvd
quality of life. Preventing child
abuso is one of the national orga-
nization's main goals. [
Before Power’s speech, a slate
of officers were elected as fol-
lows: Frank Lauhoff, presidest;
Jim McLaughlin, president-clect;
John Anhut, vice president; John
Richardson, secretary and Chuck
Rosch, treasurer. Elocted to twa-
year terms as directors were
Glen Grace, Frank Grady and
Pauls Boegner. Earning one-
year terms were Van Horn,
Mark Ziegler and Bob Rebtoy. -

reflects

relaxing the rules is as basic as black and white

It's time for something a little less

BY Heamie: NEEDHAM ® The district [s planning a reunion structured, and sporty knits from
The Farmington Public Schools wanta to do some of 1998 hig ! g uates 7-9 hf:‘l':’:ler:’o 1S|l|zth: :gl.:,:“g:.
e Farmi ednasd 3 8 3 . .
arket rescarch on recent graduates — and give p.m. W ay, May 26.

them some free food.

The district i planning a reunion of 1898 high
schoo) graduates 7-9 p.m. incsday, May 28, at
tho Farmington Training Center. There, students
will get a chance to meet old frionds and ini
about scheol experiences,

District officials, in turn, will got o chance to sit
down with them and ask them questions about the
quality of their ‘high scheol education.

Getting student will
be helpful, said Susan Zurvalee,
agsistant superintendent of staff
and community relations.

“We're interested in gotting (for-
mer students’) opinions as part of
our ongoing efforta to get feed-
back,” Zurvalec snid.

“We want to hear about how
school prepared them for what
| they’re doing now.”

! ‘The district also wants to know
what students think the district
could have done differently, hear
their advice to preaent students
and find out what the district did
well,

“We hope to got a cross-section
of students,” she said, including
collego students and working stu-
dents receiving technical training.

Plans are under way to send
surveys with similar questions to
students who graduated and
six years ago, Zurvalec said. Thoy
will be sent out by the end of the

_ achool year, she eaid.

Invitntions will soon be sent to

the atudents’ lost known address

White hooded jacket with front snaps, $110.

Siriped V-neck tank, $48.
Black drawstring shorts, $58.
Petites

High, 238 from Harrison High, 280 from North
i and 36 ded Farmi Alterna-

r

tive Academy nnd high school completion classes.
d g more i ion about the

surveys or reunion can call the district’s communi-

ty relations offico at (248)489-3393.

reflects

confidence is a naturally secure fit

S Amoena Luxa Contact

Livonia: Monday, May 3
Birmingham: Wednesday, May 5
Rochester: Thursday, May 6

11 am to 6 pm

Intimate Apparel

Amoena Luxa Contact Is the first breast

form with an adhesive backing to

provide you wilh a comfortable, natural fit.
bson's is p g to ir

this revolutlonary advancement [n

post-surgery breast forms, and Invites you

to experlence its benafits. Amoena

speclalist Sue Blue and Jacobson's

fit speclatist Nancy Rohlman

will assist with your personal

fittlng. Call for your appointment o ¥

Jacobsons

Birmingham » (248) 644-6500 Livonla ¢ (734) 591-7696  Rochester « (248) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS « MON-SAT 10-9 ¢ OPEN SUN AT NOON
GiR Cortificatos  Gomplimentary Sitver Gift Box__ Jacobson's Charge

ea.

Tho jdes was first put forth by
school board member Priscilla
Brouillette, who learned about it
while attending a convention with
another board member, Linda

Enborg.

With the survey, “we thought
we could learn the most from our
real customors - who arg our
1 graduate atudents,” Brouillotte

said,

“We really hope that wo'll have
strong participation from gradu-
ates who've gone in a lot of differ-
ent directions,” she added.

Invitations to the reunion will
bo sent t the district's 785 formor
high school students. Of that

« number, 241 are from Farmington -

Jacobson's

Brmingpam ¢ Q4R $440000  Livonia » (73418817908 Rachester + (43 441-8000
SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOe:i
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