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‘Rugrats — A Live Adventure’ for actress

By HEELY WYGONIK
BTAYY WRITER
kwygonikGoe.homecomm.net

It's oasy to got discouraged
when you're 24, living in New
York, away frnm family and
fnend.u and trying to break into
show businesa,

*Wherever you go there will be
somoone botter than you, but
you'll be better than someone
else,” said Amy Sonne, n 1992
graduate of North Flrmmgtun
High School who is appeariog {n
the “Rugrats — A Live Adven-
ture,” opening April 30 at tho
Fox Theatre in Detdoit. "As long
as you love it, it will work out.
You'll be happy that you did it.*

Sonne started taking dance
lessons when she was three
yearsold,

“I wanted to bo 6-foot-8 and
have long legs,” said Sonne who
is 5-foot, 3-inches tall,

Aftor graduating from Michi-
gan State Univeraity, Sonno
moved to New York City in 1997
aftor graduating from college.
She got the part in “Rugrats”
after answering a dance call for
female dancers, 6-foot 3-inches
and under last September. She's
been touring ‘with the show since
October, and called from
Knoxville, Tenn. )

*It turned out pretty good,”
said Sonne who ia doing some-
thing she never dreamed of, por-
traying Phil in the “Rugrats — A
Live Adventure.”

“I wanted to go on tour,” she
said. “Dresaing up as a baby
Rugrat has been a good adven-
turo.”

Sonne worked in children’s
theator for two years in college.
One of the things sho likes
“Rugrats” is that it’s for children.

*This show is often their first

7 p.m, Tuesdsy-Friday, May 4-7.

“Rugrats — A Live Adventure™

When: 7 p.m. Ftldey, Apsil 30; 11 a.m,, 3 p.m.
May 1 and May 8; 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday, May 2 and May 9; and‘

‘Where: Fox Theatre, 2211 Woodward Ave., Detrolt,

Tickets: $25, $19.50, and $12.50, call (313) 983563.1 for infor-
mation, or {248) 433-1515 to chargo tickets.

and 7 p.m. Saturday,

exposure to live theater,” sho
said. The show draws everyono
from babies to adults, but espe-
cially children ages four to eight
whao vegularly watch the popular
Nickelodeon sories show on TV,

“Rugrats — A Live Adventurc”
brings the show to life with
music and colorful sota, It's the
sama show that came to Dotroit
last May with some changes.

*Somo of the characters are
different,” said Sonne. “We have
a new cast and clew.”

As the curtain rises, it's a

rainy day, and the babics are left
in Grandpa's care. Chuckie's
afraid of thunder. Tommy
invents a “People-Ator,” an
invention thot makes toys come
alive, As long as there are peo-
ple around, Chuckie isn't afraid,
but the bratty Angela steals it,
With help from his frienda,
Chuckie tries to get tho “Peoples
Ator” back.

Imagination, sharing and
friendship are some of the
lessons children learn as they
enjoy this fun-filled production.

Sonne describes her character
as “crazy. His twin is Lil. They
love to play in the dirt and ent
worms.”

Because her character is so
playful, Sonne said she can be
creative, “There aren't many
restrictions for physical move-
ments.”

Detroit is the end of the road
for Sonne who will be leaving the
show to spend the summer at
Michigania, a family camp for
University of Michigan alumni
in Boyne City.

She won't be dancing. *I've
been dircctor of the nature cen-
ter for the past three summers,
they offered me the job again,”
aaid Sonne. "I love camp, it's a
great way to work with children.
I'm interested in environmental
education.”

After the summer, Sonne plana
to move back to New York City.

Her dream is to teach dance and

dance history at the university -
level. In the meantime, she'd like -

to dance or perform in musical

theater. “I'd really like to dance - -

with & modern dance company,
but there aren’t many opportuni-
ties,” she said.

Dancing is what's she doing
now, but Sonne isn't sure if it
will be her life's work, “Who says
it's what you have to do forever.”
she said,

Having the support of her fam-
ily has meant a lot. They go to all
of her showa, big and small.
Besides “Rugrats” Sonne's the-
ater credits include productions
of “West Side Story,” “Hello
Dolly!” “Anything Goes,” and
*Company.”

“My family has supported me
all the way,” she snid. “I've met
people who don't any family sup-

.port”

Immunity among top winners at Detroit Music Awards

BY CHRISTINA Fuoco
BTAFF WRITER
cfuoco@oe.homecomm.net

The’ diversity of the Dotroit
music scene flourished Friday
night as the reggae band Immu-
nity, the folk group The Luddites,
the country act Forbes Brothora
and pop singer/songwriter Stew.
art Francke came up the top
winners at the Detroit Music
Awards,

Immunity took humu Out-

cuuntry awards adding Oul-

Hia urgumzntlon. the Sumnrt
Francke L

ding Country
Country Artist/Group, Country
Vocalist, Country Instrumental-
ist and Country Songwriter to
their resume.

Some of the winners

Ruling the pre- -show nwnrd
held in the

level of the State Theatre, The

Luddites won Outstanding

Acoustic Artist/ Group, Out-

ding Folk Artist/ Group, and

tandi Reggno Ar
(o) i lorld Artist/Group
and Outatunding Artiat/Group
Deserving Wider Recognition,
while its “Live” album won Qut~

Qutatending Artist/ Grnup
Deserving Wider R

was givon this year's Special
award for

nity and charity-work. Francke

was diognosed with the discase

and had a bone marrow trans-

plant last year.

“I just want to point out that
as far o8 the Leukemia Founda-
tion goes, a lot of people worked
very hard on it. My sister Kit is
somewhere out there. She
worked very hard on it and also
gave me bone marrow,” he said.

Distinguished Achievement

the folk category. Its album "100
Yenru uf L\mncy was named
A ic/ Folk Blue-

standing World Music R dis
at the ceremony held at the
State Theatre. Immunity mem-
bers Jonathan Pettus and Bill
Koggenhop wero named Out-
standing World Music Vocalist
World Music Instrumental.
ist, respectively.
The Forbea Brothers swept the

-Farmingtor Players shine:in-madcap ‘Don

The Farmington Players pre-
sent “Don't Dress for Dinner™ by
Mare Camoletti, 8 p.m. Friday.
Saturday, April 30-May 1, 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 2; and 7 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, May 7-8 and May
14-15 at the Playcrs Barn, 32332
W, 12 Mile (1/2 mile west of
Orchard Lake Road), Farming-
ton Hills. Ticketa $12, call (248)
553-2958.

BY BoB WEIBEL
SPECIAL WRITER

'The Farmingt

grnu Recording. .

After a four-song set, Francke
added Outstanding Local Rock
Artist/Group, Outstanding
Rock/Pop Songwriter, and Out-
standing Local Rock/Pop Record.
ing for “Sunflower Soul Sere-
nade” to his mantle,

on opening night, no easy task
when performing a fast-paced
phyaical comedy before a audi-
ence for the first time.

Best of all, seldom did any of
the nutrngnoun situations
appear “staged;” thoy flowed
naturally from the well-devel-
oped comic characters. For
example, they had great fun
with a repeated gag whereby
cast members stamp out imagi-
nary insecta to hido what’s real-
Ly going on - adultery and

g Players’
string of excellent productions
continues with “Don't Dress for
Dinner,” a madcap French farce
by Marce Camoletti, (adnpted by
Robin Hawdon), that starts
slowly, then swiftly eatapults
into one hilarious scene after
another.

Under director Bill Salisbury,
the cast appeared in great form

The setting is a converted

Frcn:h farmhouse. Bernard has
d the porfect k

His wife {Jacqueline) will visit

her mother (otherwise known o3

the “old buzzard”). His sleck

Parisinn miatress (S will

honors alse went to Detroit radio
DJ the Elncmfym Mojo, jazz
and

will be included on “Before You
Were Punk Vol. 2" duc out in
July on Vagrant Records. «

Other multiplo winners includ.
ed Jill Jack, Johnny Bassett and
the Blues Insurgents, Thornetta
Davis, Jazzhead, Howling Diab-
los, Sun Messengers, and Fred
Hammond and Radieal for
Christ.

In a moment of pure brilliance,
novelist Elmore Leonard gave
the Immortal Wines of Soul the
Qutstanding Band Name prize.

_Live energy

The live performances, howev-
er, nmcmd energy into the event.,
he

rocknrn 'l‘hu Romnnucn. The
ska/punk bands Telegraph and
‘The Suicide Machines paid trib-
ute to The Romantics through
aong. Romantics singer Wally
Polmer played harmonica during
‘The Suicide Machine'a cover of
“What I Like About You,” which

for the audience, the rendezvous
doesn't go according to plan.

‘The acheme quickly unravels,
when his wife learns a Cordon
Bleu cook (Suzette) has been
hired, and his best friend,
Robert, is alao coming over.

It turns out that Robert and
his wife are also lovers. She
decides to stay home for a little
double adultery.

Bernard tries to cover up his
intentions, but this only lends to
derstandings, mi:
identities nnd clever double-
entendres, Mix the movie "Clue”
with Abbot and Costello’s
“Whosc on First?” and you have
somn iden of the comic absurdi-

Nlck Szczerbn (Bemurd) and
Jun are

stop by to keep the home fires
burning, so to speak. Unfortu-
nately for Bernard, and happily

I LOVE You,

Yo

URE PERFECT,

NOW GHANGE

The Hit Musical Comedy
“CUTE CAST, FUN SHOW"

* Kk Kk

Laevence DeVine, Detrolt Free Press

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL
SPOOF OF THE MOVIESI

“HILARIOUS!"

SCRITIC'S CHOKE® Los Angties Times
GRAND OPENING APRIL 14, 1999!

terrific as the duclmg spouses.
Mike Mecgerian (Robert) is
suave and debonair and a per-

les, without Smokey
Robinson, took the stage for four
songa — “The Tears of a Clown,”
*“I Second That Emotion,” Ooh
Baby Baby”" and “Lave Machine®
- forcing the stognant audience
out of their seats, Punk rockers
and oldics fans alike sang and
danced in the aisles.

fect foil for Bernard. His smooth
comic timing is first rate.

Julia Spina-Kilar (Suzette)
ereates one of the most defini-
tive characters seen in some
time. She brings enecrgy, comic
timing and a flair for farce that
is a joy to behold. She cnters as
the cook, but if these folks want
to play games, she’s game, for a
price — as she charges 200
francs for each role she's asked
to play (nicce, mistress, ctc). Her
line, *I've never been so many
people or had so many affairs
with so many different men in
my life” sums up the show itself.

Georgina Schuetz (Suzanne)
has that certain “je ne sais quoi”
one expects of a scductress,
which made her all the more
funny as she impersonates the
cook and practically destroys
the kitchen and the meal.

The four-and-a-half hour cere-
mony also featured perfor-
mances by Esham, Dorrick

.Starks snd Today’s Generation,

Demolition Dollrods, Willie Max,
Jeff Haas with Belgrave,
Enemy Squad and the Rat Pack
All-Star Rhythm and Blues
Revue with a variety of Detroit
blues performers.

Rap ruled tho roost at the
Detroit Music Awarda, Kid Rock,
who was playing in Grand
Rapids Friday night, took Out-
standing National Album for
*Devil Without a Cuuse," Nation-
al Single for “I Am the Buligod”
und pr Hop Writer/Producer.

“We tried for so long just to get
to this point. MTV showed us 50
much love, I'm sure he'd want to
thank his mom, whatever, she's
not here. You should start sup-
porting your local artists. You
didn't give him any love at first
now he's blowin® up,” said a man
who accepted on Eminem’s
behalf who only identified him-
self aa a producer.

The seven-and-a-half minute,
much-touted trailer for “MC6 * A
True Testimanial® lived up to its
hype until director/co-producer
David C. Thomas tock the stage.
He used the opportunity to

lessly beg for money.

whose major-label
debut “The Slim Shady LP” isn't
eligible until next year, was hon-
ored with Outstanding Hip Hop
Recording for his *Slim Shady”
EP, Hip Hop Artist/Group and
Hip Hop MC.

Support your local artist

“If everybody contributed the
price of a dinner we could finish
our principal photography,” he
said,

For a complete list of winners,
visit http:/ lwww.detroitmusi-
cawards.com.

’t-Dress for Dinner’

Erick Carlsan (George) caps
the evening's fun when he
appears near the end {looking

very French) and confused as to
what his wife (Suzette) has got-
ten herselfinto,

Sat. May 1, Tpm& 9.30 pm.

. Sun,, May 2, 6 pm
« Live and tn persen -+ -
« Seen on HBO. Showtime & The Comedy Ch-‘\nn
Tickets.0n Sn!el Call Now 238:473,7777




