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Big Sugar celebrates latest album release

Standing on a
stage at Joe
Louis Arena,’
Big Sugar play-
ers Gordie
Johngon and
Kelly Hoppe are
starstruck.
Johnson and
pompadoured
koyboardist
Hoppe, both
Windsor.

natives, glance around at the
championship flags hanging
from the rafters.

They’re even thrilled when
- they sce part of the ice sticking

out from a makeshift wood floor.
Pashionably stylish with hia
Hugo Boss red sweater, dark
pants and bright red cowboy
boots, Johnaon is one band
member who feels at home in
the Joe.

“Some of the crew are die-
hard Maple Leafs fans but
they're gonna just have to bite
the bullet today because me and
Kelly are so (in awe), walking
around the place going. :Oh;
Jook at the picture of Gordie
Howe,” * singer/guitarist John-
son snid while picking at his
gyjtar.

Big Sugar was in town April
1740 play during the “Made in
Hockeytown Rally” at the Joe.
Thie group, which also includes
baasist Garry Lowe, returns to
thesarea Saturday, May 1, to
colgbrate the release of its lat-
cst*album “Heated” at the
Magic Bag in Ferndale.

=Heated” boils with rock and
influences as well as ‘708
ic rock, reggac and
cdelia. Johnson, who pro-
*Heated,” attributed the
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Happiness slowly crecps
acroes the face of blues guitarist
George Friend. During an
impromptu soundcheck
between scts by Harbinger's
Mile and Jill Jack at the Magic
Bag, Friend keeps his head
down, engulfed in the blues.

When the crowd rises to their

feet a8 he and Black Beauty hit
the stage, Friend looks up
pleasantly surprised. When spe-
cial guest Thornetta Davis con-
fidently atruts on stage, they go
crazy.
“It waa scary,” Friend said
enthusiastically. "After we fin-
ished that first song by Booker
T and the MGs, everybody just
jumped out of their seats. It was
great. It’s a rush.”

That's pretty much the reac-
tion every time Black Beauty
plays. At the Lower Town Grill
in Plymouth, fans hit the dance
floor when Black Beauty plays
sangs off its debut CD “Senor
Smoke.”
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variety to “hundreds of gigs a
year and different personnel.”
“Different people have ecome
through the band over the years
and they all leave their inflo-
ence. They nrll lenve their
mark,” said Joh who has

their wail oith their nsme o it
They’re o little more under-
standing now. IU's only taken
them 20 years to convince
them.”

T!':e_ru‘l sign dl‘nnwu. be

also produced Govt. Mule and
Chris Duarte.

Toronto, the city in which he
has lived for 10 years, has also
hud' a hand in Big Sougar’s
music,

*Since I've been living in
Toronto for 10 years, I really got
into reggae music ‘cause it’s a
really strong community there.
It's the largest concentration of
West Indians outside of
Jamaica. That was just & natu-
ral resource that was just there
waiting for me in Toronto. That
brought a lot of reggae masic
into our sound, like working
with Garry.”

P PO during a
drive throogh Detroit.

*When 1 was a little kid [
grew op listening to stations
hke the BIF (WEIF 101L1-FM),
st the FM rock stations in
Detroit, man, from the time 1
w23 6,7 years 2. All of & sud-
den to kesr our soog 0a the nf

fois Detroit is like,
it's making me crazy”

Big Sugar and Keller
Williams perform Saturday,
Moy 1, Magic Bog, 22920 Wood-
ward Ace., in Ferndole. Doors
open at 8 p.os. for the 18 and
olihr shotw. Tickets are $8 in

or more inf
call (248) 544-3030 or visit
Ktzpel Feeees k. 72,

Music has been a Tife
aspiration for Johason, 35.
Growing up in Windsor, his
musizal preferences were Jimi
Hendrix, Led Zeppelin, Black
Snbbath and Deep Purple. As
he got older, he indulged in
Milea Davis, Charlie Parker,
John Lee Hooker, and acoustic
blues.

“When [ was 8 years old, [
was telling my mom, ‘Don’t
worry about that D on my
report card. I know 1Tl never
need mathematica ‘cause I'm
going to be a rock star’ Parents
don’t want to hear that when
you're 8 years old,” he aaid with
a smile, stray hairs hanging
over hia right eye.

“They love it now. They see
our videos on TV, They’ve got
platinum records hanging on

Edge good-bye
DJs from WXDG-¥M (The
Edge) are saying good-bye to
i an Saturday, May 1,
broadcast

Amazon.com is offering frec
digital downloads of two new
i from Sarab McLach-
lan’s upcoming live album “Mir-
rorball,” due out on Arista/Net-
twerk June 15. Live versions of
“Building a Mystery” and “I Will
r You™ may be down-
loaded from http://www.ama-
zon.com/sarah-exclusive.
Coal Chamber is taking time
out from mixing its upcoming

i

2

Roadrunner release "Chamber
Music™ to chat with fans ot 11
p.m. Thursday, April 29, via
http:// www. sonicnet. com/
channels ar hitps/ chat. yahoo.
com. Coal Chamber is tenta-
tively scheduled to play
Detroit’s State Theatre with
ICP and Kool Keith on Friday,
July 2.

Celcbrating
release: The
rock band Big
Sugar — from
IISﬂ. Kellliy
oppe, key-
boards and sax,
Garry Lowe,
bass, Gordie
Johnson, gui-
tars and vocals
—is having a
CD release
party in support -
of its latest
album “Heated” .
(Capricorn) on
Saturday, Moy
1, at the Magic
Bag in Fern-
dale.

Ckristina Fuoco is the pop
muzsic reporter for The Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.

If you have a question or com- +
ment for her, you can leave her a .
message at {734) 953-2047,
mailbox No. 2130, or write to
her at The Observer & Eccentric
N 36251 Schoolcraft, -
Livonia, Mich., 48150, or you
can send e-mail to cfuoco@ oe.
homecomm.net

Friend, Black Beauty live for the blues

Friend began writing the
material a year ago and of the
cight songs he penned, five
made it on the CD.

“l was just starting to get
used to writing songa. I had
never really written that much
before. It was scary to say the
lenst. 1 started to get the hang
of it and I started writing mate-
rial for Thornetta too. I started
to feel morc comfortable with
it,” Friend explained.

At first, Friend was focusing
on writing rockabilly and jump
blues songs. When he eased up
on his self-imposed limitations,
the music kept coming.

“They (the songs) were all
right, they just felt like I was
trying to do something instead
of just writing a song and let-
ting it be what it is. That's why
the CD was a little more varied.
My influences definitely came
through once [ just let it flow.”

The opening track “Beaten
Down" has all the swagger of
Keith Richards while surf owns
the seductive “Gonna Do I2.”
The eight minute and 11 second

title track winds its way
through bloes

Holding thereins- ~ "

Friend has “played all sorts of
different kinds of music” since
he was a child growing vp in
Marquette. Upon graduation in
1983, be moved to Saa Francis-
o for four years with his band
Pedxing, a “quirky kind of pop,
new wave, like the Talking
He and Devo. It was kind of
a funny band

In 1988 he returned to Michi-
gan, this time seitling in
Detroit where he ied jazz at
Wayne State University.
Expanding bis already vast
musical resume, Friend hooked

For 1-1/2 years, Priend played
with the Tarantulas. Wheo be
left the band, he looked to old
friend Thornetta Davis, with

whom be had played in the Sun
Messengers. Friend formed

lack Beauty in early 1998.

I formed this band to do o
wider variety of music instead
of just doing rockabilly or what-
ever we were doing, jump blues.
1 really had an interest in doing
more Chicago blues and funk
and different things,” be said.

Davis plays select gigs with
Black Beauty, which slso
includes bassist Jim Simonson
of Detroit and drummer Todd
Gloss, formerly of the Twistin®
Tarantulas, of Westland. In Jan-
uary, ist Chris Codish,
who won Outstanding Blues
Instrumentalist and Outstand-
ing R&B/Urban/Funk Instru-
mentalist at the Detroit Music
Awards April 23, joined the
band.

Theze's a mutual admiration
thing going on between Black
Beauty and Davis, who is work-
ing on her sophomore cffort.
‘When she’s not performing with
Black Beanty, the band is back-
ing her.

~She loves us,” Friend said.

C3  “HIP, EDGY:AND
B " HOWLINGLY
{8 « FUNNY!

opbre b rsline 6 STINARAN

“HILARICUS! SPADE
IS ON FIRE WITH
RAZOR SHARP WIT."

arte Resan, OB TELENOTICIAS

“ AMAZINGLY FUNNY.”

uos Palmes, WX RADKG

Davis was also on board for
the Scandinavian tour Black
Beauty did with rockabilly
singer Robert Gordon,

“They're just nuts about rock-
abilly over there. We played in
Helsinki for 1,200 people, and
another small town in Finland
with another 1,200 kids. There
were kids there just 16 years
old with giant pompadours and
leather jackets. Every single kid
was dressed up.”

No matter what he's playing,
Friend knows the blues is in his
heart.

*I had always been listening

to a lot more blues records. 1
never played it a lot. I really
enjoy the music. I feel like
everything that I've played
comes pretty much from there.”

Black Beauty performs at 7
p.m. Friday-Saturday, April 30-
May 1, at Fox and Hounds, 1560
Woodward Ave., Bloomfield
Hills. The free show is all ages.
call (248) 6444800; 9 p.m. Fri-
daoy, May 7, at Memphis Smoke,
100 S. Main St., Royal Oak. The
21 and older show is free, call
(248) 543-4300. Black Beauty's
Web site iz http:! ! www. bik-
beauty. com
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