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CARTBEAY

Art Beat features various hap-
penings in the suburban art
world. Send Oakland County
arts news leads to Art Beat,
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E,
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,
fux (248) 644-1314.

STORY-TELLER .

Betty Appleton of Birmingham
who just returned from two
weeks of tenching on a Navajo
Indian Reservation in Arizona,
will share Native American sto-
rics and chants at Borders Books
on Woodward in Birmingham, 11
o.m. Saturday, May 8. Young-
sters will have the opportunity
(o participate in a creative move-
ment story. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 203-00569.

SONNET QUARTET

Oakland University’s Depart-
ment of Music, Theatre and .

“Razumovsky.” Tickets are $12
general, $10 seniors, and $6 stu-
dents, Call (248) 370-3013 for
reservations and information.
OPERA TODAY

The Verdi Opera Theatro of
Michigan's fifth annual “Italian
Songs and Arias Vocal Competi-
tion” for high school atudenta
reaches its final stage when 10
finalists take to tho stage 4 p.m.
Sunday, May 2 at the Italian
American Cultural Center in
Warren.

Ticketa are $7, $6 seniors/high
school students, and available at
the door. For more information,
call Verdi Opera Theatre of
Michigan president John Zaretti
at (734) 456-8895 or tho Italion
American Cultural Seociety at
(810) 751-2855

Nearly 50 students submitted
cassette nudio tapes of two Ital-
ian classical songs or opera arias

Dance its par

with four Detroit Symphony
Orchestra musicians-in-resi-
dence when they perform as the
Sonnet Quartet 3 p.m. Sunday,
May 9 in the Varner Recital
Hall.

They will perform Dvorak's
Terzetta in C, Op’ 74,
Shostakovich's Quartet No, 3 in
F, Op 73, and Becthoven's Quar-
tet in B minor, Op. 59, No. 1

of their choice. At the concert,
cach finalist will be required to
sing their two songs from memo-
ry. Each of the 10 finalists
receive eagh prizes ranging from
$50 to $1,000, This year’s judges
are Jeanette Dagger, University
of Windsor voice professor;
Karen VanderKloot-DiChiera,
composer, writer, educator and

‘direetor of Michigan Opora The-

atre’s community programa, and
Georga Shirley, University of
Michigan Schoo! of Music profes-
sar,

* The 10 finalists are Natalie
Conte, Warren; Kathryn Drake,
Big Rapids; Peter Freddoline,
Okemos; Tamara Grove, Tra-
verse City; Laura Lane,
Marysville; April Marzec,
Chelsoa; Laura Nanes, Beverly

- Hills; Julin Rosen, East Lansing;

Melody Yerke, Royal Qak, and
Davin Youngs, Ostego.
ART AUCTION

The Scarab Club holds its
annual art auction noon Sunday,
May 2 at 217 Farmsworth,
behind the Detroft Instituto of

Artas,

Admiseion is $6. Proceeds go
towards restoring tho historic
Scarab Club built in 1828, For
more information, cull (313) 831-
1250.

Livonia artists Jack Olds, Al
Weber, Eileen Bibby, and ur

Ann Arbor, .

The Market features fino arts
and hendmade crafta by more
than 60 Michigan artista. Paint-
ings, photographs, painted and
tic.dyed clothing, bird houses,
yard ornaments, furniturs, jow-
clry, and wearable art are avail-
abla 11 a.m, to 4 p.m. overy Sun-
day through December,

Guest musicions, storytellers
and art demonstrations add to

.the Market's diversity. Plants

and produce are also sold in sca-
son. .

Artists interested in exhibiting
should call Marilyn Mattingly at

"(734) 463-2608.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES -
‘The Dotroit Instituta of Arts is

* looking for Gallery Service vol-

unteers to greet and assist visi-
tors in the tnuscum’s galleries.
Make a difference in assuring
the galleries remain open during
museum hours. rnoon week-

Parquette have d d warka.
The silent auction runs noon to 2
p.m. The live auction begins at
2:30 p.m.
ARTISANS' MARKEY OPENS

The Ann Arbor Artisans' Mar-
ket apona for its ninth scason
today in the Farmer’s Market at
Kerrytown, 316 Detroit Street,

end volunteers are espocially
needed..

A training session will bo held
1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday, May 16
in the Holloy Room at the
Detroit Institute of Arta, 5200

ward Avenue.

For more information, call
(313) 833-0247.

Storyteller:
Betty
Appleton of

“Birming-
ham will
ghare
Native
American
stories dur-
ing a May
8 program
at Borders
Baoks.

Small Clarkston theater perfect for ‘Little Shop’

BY SUSAN B, TAUBER
STAFF WRITER
stauber@oo.homecomm.nct

1t’s been at least 10 years since
the Clarkston Village Players
did a musicnl production at its
intimate, 84-seat Depot Theater,

But thinga just fell into placo
to convince its members to bre
tradition with “Little Shop of
Horrors.”

“The small theater just lends
itaelf to this production,” said
director David Nelson. “It has a

who names a new plant after the
woman he loves (Audroy). She
docen't love him back. Unfortu-
nately, the plant needs blood to
survive.

By the end of the show, the
Audrey II takes over. It grows
from a regular-sizo houseplant to
one that's eight-feet-long and
four-feet wide,

“Sceing this show with props
like that in such an intimate sct-
ting will make the audience feel
like they're pnrljof the produc-

lot of special cffects, ially
the plant in the plant shop that
grows and grows,”

The plot involves a nerdy-type
clerk (Seymour) in a plant store

tion,” he

Neither Nelson nor his wife,
Elizabeth Wingert, who has a
lead role, is a atranger to the
theater community. Their back-
grounds are extensive. She's a

singer with Michigan Opera The-
ater, for example. The couple has
their own company, OfT Broad-
way Productions, Nelson worked
the light board for the first
national touring company of "Les
Miscrables.” The list could go on
and on,

They encourage people of all
ages to come sce “Little Shop of
Horrors.”

Melvin Case, who playa the
plant store owner, describes it as
a cult play.

“Unless people saw the movie
of the musical, they probably
won't know any of the songs,” he
said. “They aren’t normal.
There’s no duplication of
melodies or words. But are they

ever funl” . .

Music Director Sharon
Thomas described the whole
show as a apoof on the 1960s
black-and-white horror movie by
the same name. It was ono of
Jack Nicholson's earliest movies,
Roger Corman was the director.

“Then it got turned into a
musical. It's all very campy,” sho
anid, “with lots of 608 doo-wap
music.”

The musical was written by
Howard Ashman and Alan
Menken, well-known for many

things, including the score for
the animated movie, "Little Mer-
waid” -

“I think people will be talking
about Depot Theater's produc-
tion of ‘Little Shop of Horrors' for
a long time,” said stage manager
Donna Ellis.

They're likely to remember tho
fonce that opens like the “Les
Misecrables” barricade, the way
the musicians are hidden behind
the scrim at the back of the stage,
and, of course, the not.your-typi-
cal houseplant, Audrey Il
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Luckily, they won't see the
logistics of moving people and
scenery around small back stage
of the former railroad depot.

Depot Theater is located at
4861 White Lake Road, north of
Andersonville Road in Indepen-
dence Township.

Show dntes are May 8-8, 3-15
and 21-22, Show times arc at
7:30 p.m, on Thursdays; 8 p.m.
on Fridnys and Saturdays.

For ticket infarmation, call the
ticket line ot (248) 626.8811.
Tickot prices are $16 each.

director of the BBAC; Ray Flem-
ing, director of tho Robert Kidd
Gallery, Birmingham; Nicole
J. d lsmith and jewel-

stage from page C1

Kecping in mind that Mcadow
Bruok is a 600-scat theatre with
30 performances of each show,
Bloomfield has a big'cnough task
filling what amounts to 18,000
seats for each production.

Honoring the bard
Long before “Shokespeare in
Love” convinced mainstream
t

space of Planct Ant to the larger
venues of a performing arts cen-
ter.
“Part of our appenl is that
wo're fully portable,” said
DePetris. “There’s a resurgence
of interest in Shakespeare's
work.”

ry instructor at the BBAC; John
h jeist and Uni-

Royal Shak ¢ Company,
Meanwhile, DePetris is one of
the area’s most familiar actors.
appearing in industrial films,
commercials and on atage at The
Gom Theatre, Jewish Ensemble
‘Theatre, Performance Network
and in Actors Alliance Theatre

The of Shak ie

ence, according to DcPctriL;, is to

movie aud of the
porary appeal of Shakespeare,
Annette DoPetris and Gillian
Eaton never doubted the lasting
power of the bard’s works,
DcPetris and Eaton are co-
founders of Shakespearience, a
nomadic group of actors and pro-
ducers modifying productions of
Shakespeare’s work to fit the
venue ~— from a small, 50-scat

mako Shal ¢ nccessible
and fun ior now audiences.
Hardly an casy task, despite the
recent films based on Shake-
speare’s plays, including “Henry
V,” “Much Ado About Nothing,”
and “Hamlet.”

Both Shakeapearience
founders have a long list of
impressive credits. Enton of Ply-
mouth was a momber of The

In addition to preducing plays,
Shakespearience, sponsored in
part by Actors Alliance Theatre,
also offers workshops for actors
and outreach programs.

“The claesics aren't produced
because they're perceived as
being costly and difficult to pro-
duce,” snid DePetris.

*But who gocs to Stratford to
see Shakespeare's plays? People
from southeastern Michigan.”

Conversat

versity of Michigan professor
emeritus, and sculptor John
Cynar make their living by
tracking the public’s buying
habits. )

“We've increased the amount
of artista in the last three ycars
from 180 to 300, and 100 are
new — they have never been in
the featival before,” said Jennifer
Muir, BBAC special event coor-
dinator. “We think that's
because of our ranking (20th in
the Fine Arts by the 1999 Art-
Fair SourceBook) and artists
feeling thoy do very well.”

Community event

Muir is working with Birming-
ham gallery owners such as
Fleming, Elizabeth Stone and

-
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George N'Namdi for select gal-
leriea to open for business, noon
to b p.m., Sunday, May 9. It ia
just ono of the ways the BBAC is
trying to invelve the community
in the festival.

BBAC instructors will lead
children's activitios such as
painting a flower pot for mom.
Once completed, instructors will
place a flower in each. Other
activities include T-shirt paint-
ing and ceramic clay work. Fora
amall fee on Saturday, children
may also paint a silk acarf for
mom a8 a gift.

Award-winning works from
BBAC's High School Competi-
tion will be on display on the
Community House terrace.

The .

Chorus, and Troy Country Fid-
dlers will provide entertainment.
Visitora will also be able to enjoy
the sounds of the acoustic Hope
Orchestra and jazz by The War-
ren Commission on the steps of
city hall. Pandora’s Puppets will
delight young and old 12:30 p.m.
Sunday.

“One of our goals is trying to
increase awareness in the com-
munity about who the BBAC is,”
said Muir, “We're the ones who
put on the spring art fair.” Com-
mon Ground produces the fall
art fair in Birmingham,

Founded 40 years ago, the
nonprofit BBAC offers 125 art
classes every semestor, two chil-

exhibit 87
student artists from 19 local
high schools.  °

Community groups such as the
.Villoge Plsyers, St. Dunstan's
Theater Guild, Troy Community

dren's art camps, and
18 exhibitions in three gallery
spacea every year,

“The children’s activities give
an idea of what they can do at
the BBAC,” said Muir.

Strut” and “Forbidden Broad-
way” - were at the Gam,

But while Forbea is foremost a
developer, he cannot be solely
viewed as a shrewd business-
man.

In full bloom

At the gala opening of the Cen-
tury Club, Forbes was surround-
ed by family, friends and well-
wishera who share n belief in the

city's renaissance, and a deop
affection for tie wan who steod
and put his faith in a city when
others were riding the fastest
train out of town.

Few would be surprised at how
deep his faith runs.

In the next few months, the
garden of rosea that Forbes has
dedicated to his mother will be
in full bloom, The garden is

located in the outdoor patio, not
far from a sculpture of a fiddler
modeled after Forbes’ father.

Inside the Century Club, the
colors ‘and design of tho Forbes'
family tartan appenra on the car-
pet pattorn, .

Nearly every detail of the Cen-
tury Club and Gem is a mean-
ingful piece of the past.

‘While Forbes may bo a shin-
ning role model to preservation-

: AND

TAMO

ITALIA WEAY
Prosdly Proests
Mother's Day Extravaganza
5

May 9, 1999

Buffet
10:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Adults $24.95
Children Ages 6-10, $12.95, Ages 5 & Under FREE

Call for Reservations

(248) 865-9300

Andiamo Italia West
Telegraph Road, south of Maple
in Bloomficld Hills.

sonaern

ists, his i to mean-

demonstrates that the future is
much clearer when you know
where you come from.

That’s not just a message from
a preservationist,

That's a lesson that belangs in
a time capsule.

Frank Provenzano can be
reached at (248) 901-2567, or at
[provenzano@oe.homecomm.net

Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,

ham, 48009.

ingful

n,
Bir

Rates

Q”. / A L)
i \Ti}\l 4,}3\?
NNz

ANV

-
X

< Bed & Breakfast|

Starting at

o Friday &
e Indoor P
« Bountiful Breakfast Buffet

» Near Great Lakes Crossings

» Based on Avallablitly wpves 75199

1545 N, Opdyke Rid. * Auburn Hills
Call for reservations

248-475-9393 s
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