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A 22-year
‘votoran com-
munity jour-
inalist who has
\won numer-
;ous awards
for his work
‘will succoed
WTim Richard
‘a8 thu nows A B
1service region-
1al oditor for M“" Malott
yHomeTown Communications
!Network.

! Miko Malott, 43, of Com-
'morce Township served as
‘managing eoditor of The
iNorthvillo News and The Novi
'Ncws. both part of the Home-
lTown Communications Net-
work. That network also
lincludes Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, the Mirror Nows-
ipapers, HomeTown Newspa-
1pers and Lansing Community
.Nuwnpnpern, totaling 89 nows-
!papers with a circulation of
'
E Malott will be covering stato
.govummcnt ranging from tho
regional i
'nnd the courts.
: Malott said ho had his oye
+on his new position cven when
‘he covered state government
'for another newspaper in the
‘Iate 1980, “I'vo always want-
ed to get back,” Malott aaid.
“I think tho state ia a critical

‘New state editor named

part of our coverage,” Malott
said. “The state acta all the
rules for school districts, cities,
townships and countiea, A lot
of the polu:y begins ot the
state level”

Malott was honored as
HomeTown Newspapers Jour-
nalist of the Year in 1982, Ho
has won numerous awards
from the Michigan Press Asso-
ciation, the National Nowspa-
per Association and Suburban
Newspapers of America,

Richard praised Malott. “He
has a very inquiring mind,”
Richard said. *He's an
extremely sharp person.”

As a managing editor for
The Novi News and The
Northvillo Record, Malott was
responsible for managing a
staff of 11, assigning stories,
editing copy, writing editorials
and laying out the noewspaper.
In 1980, Malott scrved as a
managing editor at The Mil-
ford Times and The South
Lyon Herald in South Lyon.

.Malott also worked ns news
editor for six years at the
Spinnl Column Newsweckly
and Onkland Business Month-
ly, and prior to that, as a ataff’
writer, covering the state,
county and regional issues.

In 1977, Malott reccived ‘a
bacholor’s degreo in applied
arts and sciencea from Contral
Michigan Univeraity with
majors in journalism, psychol-

Veteran journalist retires from Capitol beat

BY KEN ABRAMCZVE
BTAYP
kobrameryh@ochomecomm.not

Anyone who files o request for
information under the Freedom
of Informa.
tion Act prob-
ably has vet-
eran nowspa-
perman Tim
Richard to

downplays
his role in the
passage of
that law and
the Open Mcoﬂngu Act, his
advocacy on that issue helped
get the news servico roginnnl
editor for HomoTown C

Tim Richard

Career history

Richard onde a 32-year career
with the Observer & Eccentric
Nowspapers, where ho worked
after stints at the St. Josoph
Herald-Prées and Kalamazoo
Gazotte. After graduating from
Redford High School in 1863,
Richard attended the University
of Michlgun where he recelved a
Hacholor's degree in econamies
in 1857 and a master’s degree in
business administration in 18569.

Richard is credited for his

- work toward the oventual pas-

sage in 1976 of the Opon Mcot-
ings Act and Freedom of Infor.
mation Act.

Stan Soffin, chairman of the
Michigan Journalism Hall of
Fame Gommmno. uald last year

cations Network elected to the
Michigan Journaliam Hall of
Famo last ycar.

And this week, Richard, 63,
haos decided to rotire and relo-
cate from Livenia with his wife,
Nancy, to Bear Lake in Manisteo
County, where ho plans.to pur-
sue hobbies of fishing and train-
ing his Australian shephord,
Sheila, for agility competition.

“The lake is near the shore of
Lake Michigan, in a great fruit
and vegetabla growing area,
where there ara a lot of pine
troes and lakes teeming with
fish,” Richard said,

the d by
Richard's * caurugnoun londer-
ship on behalf of a freo press.”
“(Richard’s) commitmont to
the FOIA and Open Meétings
Act ~ and (his) tireless work
behind tho scones to protect
these measures — will stand as a
model for Michigan journaliats

H‘Hols parﬁeuluﬂy the .
groatost example |
know of a disciplined,
sorious and perceptive
reporter relating :
statowlde events to the
needs of Individual
readers in thelr home-
town communities’

Phil Power

—Hometown Communications.

Network chatrman :

“Ho regularly writes core atorics
on significant events with local-
ization poesibilities scattered

throughout.”
Richard praised

Power zlso cited Richard for
singlo-handedly roporting policy
issues nssocinted with the State
Board ol‘ Educaﬁcn and s;rlith i:a

Y 0

for years to come,”

Phil Power, owner and chair-
man of Hometown Communica-
tions Network Inc., wrote in his
nomination letter that Richard
is thu singlu most wmpaunt

i and gov
reporter in Michigan,

‘Tim’'s journnliuic output is
truly prodigious,” Power said.
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Tn 1971, Richard wrote about
the “age of majority” in the
Obsorver and sold the idoa to
Gov. William Milliken, which
resulted in the atate lawa lower-
ing logal ages from 21 to 18,

*“People are physically matur-
ing younger by two or threo
years than they wero in the 18th
contury,” Richard said. Richard
reasoned that 18-year-olds wero
fighting in wars. “Let’s-give
them a chance to vote,” Richard
said.

Richard admires

Richard’s most admired politi-
cians are formor Gov. William
Milliken and Lt. Gov, James
Brickley. “Thoy were mederates,
Thoy solved problems without
adherence to ideology. There
were u lot of good people in both

Ricburd also admired former
Gov. Jomes Blanchard's knowl-
edgo of facts ana his “fec] for his-
tory.”

Richord says the press and the
public ahou]d continug to wntch

public schools.

“He is particularly the great-
eat example I know of & disci-
plined, sorious and perceptive
roportor relating statewide
events to the needs of individual
readers {n their homewwn com-
munities.”

But today Richard downplays
his role. *I was given the lion’s
share of gredit, but I waa part of
a movement for open govern
ment.”

In 1966, Richard, who was a
reporter with the Kalamazoo
Gazotte, was excluded from
secrot meetings of the board of
Western Michigan University.
Richard asked for minutes of
past meetings and the board sec.
retary accidentally gave him the
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i of the secret meetings,
during what they had made poli-
cy decisions.

Richard wrote the story and
the editor killed it, which gave
Richard “a fire in my belly about
tho issue of open government.”

Tho unpublished WMU expose
in 1966 led directly to his advo-
cacy of the Open Meotings Act,
and activity in the Society of
Professional Journaliata and
Michigan FOI Committee Ine. to
defond the “sunshine” Jawa and
tcnch punple how to use them
and let
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Wmo noz avary child needs braces,
30i00 of Orthodocista ‘sug-
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AN EARLY CHECK

ORTHODONTIC
192238 Merriman « Livonia ¢ Gszl}glﬂ‘l"m roasn

cblpplng nwny at the FOI nnd
Open Mootings ncts. “The
biggest abuses we aro seeing is
in the hiring of the chief exceu-
tive process and the second
biggest bunch of abuses are in
the FO! in the charging high
prices for documents and the
long delays in procoumg the
documents.”

Richard also sees politicians
“using the tools of government to
promote themselves.”

Richerd has enjoyed helping
out people with FOI requests
and giving sominars on the
same,

“You have a right to know
what the govoernment wants to
do to you before it does it to you.
You have a right to know the
amendments before the final
product comes out, who's really
on your side or who's voting yes
at the last minute.

“You have a right to your own
input of government. You have a
right to know who else has input
to the government.”

For now, though, Richard
looks forward to relaxation with
hia wife and his dog, and casting
into Bear Lake and other waters
ways in northern Michigan.

"I've been married to the same
woman for 37 years, and she's a
better fisherman than I am.”
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