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Thete's gott a better viay!

Help us: East, west, north
and south — wherever
you look in Farmington
and Farmington Hills,
road construction is
under way. It’s tough to
get to work. to school and
in some cases the grocery
store and shopping malls.

Those of you behind the
wheel on 1-275 between
Five Mile and I-696 or
any local roads are learn-
ing how to avoid some of
the pitfalls.

Complaining does no
good. We want to know
what you're doing about
it. Have you found alter-
nate routes?

We'’re interested in hear-
ing from you. Please fax
your responses to (248)
477-9722 e-mail them to
Joanne Maliszewski, edi-
tor; at
Jmalzszewskz@oe.homeco
mm.net or mail them to
the Observer at 33411
Grand River, Farming- -
) gon’ 48335 Your tips will

 Oplnfon
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Putting you in touch
with your world
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Judge says no to class action suit

BY LAII.E\’ (’CONNOR
Mquommw ot

Residents plan to go ahead with their
flooding laweuits against the city of
Farmington Hills, despite a circuit
court judge denying to give closs m:tmn
status to the case.

On Wednesday, Oakland County Cll’-
cuit Judge Jeasica Cooper ruled the

: class action request “wns insufficient,”
.saying more information is nocded
" about who would comprise up to 160
- plaintiffs.

Somo 20 homeowners attended the
‘Hoaring. Outside the courtroom, they
met with attorney Steven Liddle.

“What sho's basically saying is, ‘come
back and see me after you've looked

. into some of those issues,™ Liddle said,

Council tips hat to
required helmets

BY LARRY O'CONNOR

BTAYF WRITER
loconnorQochomecomm.net

- From their hearts and minds, people

.'spoko for and against a Farmington
Hills bike helmet ordinance.

Children 16 and under will be
vequired to wear helmets when biking,
Rollerblading or skatoboarding., The
ordinance is expected to be formally
adopted in June,

the police station and shows that they
have bought the child a helmet,

At Mendn}’n Hills City Council meet~
ing, the issuc boiled down to a passion-
ate and, at times, eloquent debate of
safoty versus civil ibertics.

Children accompanied moms and
dads to the podium. A mother oven
lined up five helmeta to represent fami-
ly members.

“This is my furmly. smd Julie

A first offepse will lead to o i
A accond results in a $6 fine, which
will bo dismisscd if a parent comes into

Devino, a F: “This
prqiccm my family’s brains and it pro-

Please sec HELMET, AS

Attorney says let
parents make choice

. BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFY WRITIR

loconnor@ochomecomm.anct

Before children atrap on o bike hel-
met under a now ordinance, a Farm-
ington Hills resident thinks thoy or at
chaico, | '“'

Fnrmington-bnucd nl!ornoy Robert‘
Igrisan has taken a petition to put the
newly introduced bike helmet law on
the ballot.

don't get this.
“To me this {a a fcel -good picce oflcg-
lslntwn that doesn't necessarily do a

IIEI.MEI’S

whole Jot' and takes away-a lot-and~ [

givu impetus to take away a ot more.”

A helmet ia not going to protect a
bike rider or roller blader if hit by car,
Igrisan snid. “If you fall down, that’s
just scrapes and cuts,” ho said. “That's

§ FLOODING

“She did nat say this is with prejudico,
‘no I'm not going to grant (clasa action
certification).”™

Liddle said *a bunch” of individual
lawsuits will be filed by Friday to seck
damages from flooding, which resi-

denta contend is caused by an overbur-
dened and antiquated sewcr system.
Those suits — at least 25 — will eventu-
ally bo combined.

An attorney for the city said a “100-
year rain” that dumped four inches is
the primary couse of flooding Aug. 6.

Said Ross Maifert, who lives in
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Krueger gets
city’s nod

4
- By T 8MITH
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tamlth@oc.homecomm.net

Expansion of H.R. Krﬁcger Machine Tool
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, at student at Gill Elementary, fas-

Police,
schools
mean
business

Igrisen estiruates he needs roughly
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is expected to begin later this year follow- ‘531!;'!19 t‘lhwll‘l‘sllﬂ
ing final npprovnln from Farmington's
planning comtnission and zoning board of
appeals,

JIMALISZEWBKIQOENOMECOMMNET

You can't yell “fire” in a crowded the-
ater. And there's a reason.

“And there are times in our commu-
nity when you can't do that either,”
said Bob Maxfield, Farmington Public
Schools superintendent. “We want to
let the kids know these are now deli-
cate times and we have to be careful,
Reckless statements will be taken seri-
ously.”

Seo related story page A6

EXPANSION

Krueger's 16,800-square-foot expansion
{8 being viewed as one of the redovelop-
ment catalysts for that part of Farmington,
said uhoff, city manager,

“This {s an area of Grand River ... that
the city’s new master plan spent o lot of
timo looking at,” Lauhoff said. *It's for an

Ga!herlng Notlm g could be better than good friends, good times and good food Just ask
Z‘Lembfm of ROMEQ ~ Rctxrcd Older Men Eating Out. They meet at Ram’s Horn in
rmington,

fvcrfllﬂboli:er look. And it's a great oppor- ROME O,S f I lSn nerinu;ly thl:xt kids who make
unity right now.” threats — either jokingly or seriously —
Lauhoff montioned other possible pro- are a plece 0 Ca e will be prosecuted, said Fnrmluglyon
jects near Grand Rivor-t e: ren- Hills Police Chicef Bill Dwyer.
ovation of Jack Demmer Lincoln-Mercury; “Reckless atudents may be pronocn!-
construction of the Zanotti Professional i RY LARIWO‘COWOR straight. ed. We treat each case ncpnrnlcly,
Oﬂkn Building; rebulldmx the Hnng Kong mﬂ:"m « The mon of ROMEQ started gnthunng after Thurs- Dwyer added. “In many cases, just o
which waa d in a Inte nnoc@oe homecanyn.ne dny morning Masa at Qur Ledy of Sorrows four years threat itself can become a criminal
1998 fire. S In th.l. story ol‘Remno, the damsel at the window jug-  2go. warrant.” M
On Monday, tho i e broakfast plates and fills coffec mugs. They tolk about politics (decidedly connorvative Maxfield echoed his sentiments. “Wo

intend to prosccute to the full extent of
the law.”
In schools in Farmington Hills, police
hnve investignted more thnn n dozen
idents, while in F ton there
have been two reported incidents,
according to Public Safety Director
Gary Goss. Some of the incidents have
involved threats, athers the use of the

where President Clinton’s name {s more likely to bo

ROMEO stands for Retired Older Men Eating Out,
hissed than spoken) and sharo their travels, aports and

approved the final picce of the Krueger
. " which by narme alone would bury the necedle on the cure
Floase sco EXPAND, AT mudjgeon meter. Yot the 20 or g0 mon who meet oncoa  war atories,
. month for breakfast ot Rom’s Horn in Farmington are *The best war story 1 heard was about the guy who

" more jovial than Jjowly, just aa likely o posscas moro received o medal for saving 300 soldiera’ livea during
jump than grump. tho er2r,” said Ted Klapporich, a charter ROMEO mem-
i

;.- “Thoss guys oro a picce of cake,” asaured Ram's Hom *~ber, “He shot the cook.”
. ~waitreu! Junuifnr Bylski. who kcopu all their orders -
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