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Life and death

Oakland County Medical Examiner searches for the truth

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFP WRITER
loconnor@oe.homecommnot

m death, a medical exam-
inor'e job is to unearth
answors about life.

As Onkland County chief
forensic pathologist and medical
cxaminer, Dr. Ljubiga J.
Dragovic brings a great deal of
compassion and expertiso with

doses of suspicion,

“There'a a little bit of Dos-
toyevsky in all of us,” said
Dragovie, referring to the Rus-
sian author named Fyodor
whose worka delved into philo-
sophical issues of crime and
murder,

Dragovic, at tho request of
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home Director Mark Ziegler,
spoko before the Farmington
Exchange Club Wednesday.

Dragovic gave an examplo of
an 86-year-old woman who was
found dead in her home. Sho
had bruises on her srms, but
authorities, thinking her death
was a result of natural causes,
allowed her body to be released
to a funeral director,

Police later implicated her
great-grandson, who was
nabbed trying to cash her per-
sonal checks, Police believe the
woman was suffocated with a
pillow.
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opportunity is gone,” Dragovic
said,

0 Club members, who
hiud just finished lunch, listencd
carjously, if not cautiously,
thinking the wph: mlght mako
them h, It didn’

“We're'in the busi of
being euspicious; We're paid to
bo suspicious,” he said. “That’s
our philosophy. We trust a lat of
people, but we still look into
things.”

He gave an overview of Oak.
land County’s new medical
examiner facility, which han-
dles 1,200 o8 0 year.

The building takes into
account projected county
growth, which is already a con-
tributing factor as traffic fatali-
tics increascd 47 percent from
18956 to 1897.

Separate areas also exist for
funeral homo pickup - to pre-
vent mix-ups leading to costly
scttloments ~ and for families to
identify remains.

A more efficiont proceas
allows for quicker harvesting of
organs for donations. Time is
vital when corneas and skin
grafts are involved.

For instance, a cornea is anly
good 12 hours aftor a doath,
Drogovic sald.

*“By the time peoplo (at the
oye bank) in Ann Arbor find out
about that death, the window of

One audience mambor “asked
Dragovic what makes an autop-
8Y NECOBSATY. g

Post-mortem exams ure
required if cause of death can-
not be answered with scientific
certainty, Dragovic said. “Oth-
erwise, we'd be doing autopsics
on 5,000 people a year,” he
added,

Autapsies are a amall part of
the medical examiner's job.
They rely on toxicology reporta
and do extensive investigation
at the scene if necessary.

Dragovic is often asked to
consult and do pathology work
on criminal cases in other
states, His research haa been
published in many journals,

Before coming to Oakland
County, Dragovic worked in the

Wayne County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office where dealing with
the remains of 800-plus homi-
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causes o]
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Exchange
Club

recently.

He also
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county
facility.
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cides nlone wasn't
He also dfd work in Monroe
County where then Heenoy-
Sundquist's Mark Ziegler did an
apprenticeship.

"He's a super guy,” Ziegler

said.

French students taste Americana

BY TIM SMITH *
BTAFF WRITER
tsmjthGoe.homecomm.net

French bread isn't the specinlty of the house at
Great Harvest Bread Co, in Northville. Caramel
apple bread is.

But that didn't bother a group of young visitors
from France, who sunk their tecth into a alico of
Americans during a recent tour of the Main Street
bakery.

The Great Harvest tour enabled owner Ray Nov- -

elly to show the baking facilities to 15 students

from College Julea Romains in Paris, a school

located in the sharlows of the Eiffe] Tower. '

The visitors, on Jpring vacation, epent more

thon two weeks with Dunckel Middle School stu-

dents as part of the 'B"nck to Back” foreign
am. (Anot

81ry PrOTOS ¥T Bitl, Rezsixs
That's good‘ Students Laura Mesner
and Alexa Kloche:

Progri French
atayed at thu humu of Power Middle School
) The - who wero not on
vacation — pmviuualy spont two weeks in Paris for
the first half of the program, said Dunckel parent
coordinator Kathy Casteel.

“Wo just wanted to have them sce the difference
between how French bread is made and how Amer-
ican bread is made,” said Castecl, who coordinated
the Farmington Hills half of the program. “They
seem to think it’s very interesting and that it's dif-
ferent. Theirs is long and has a hard crust. Hore,
the inside is a lot softer and 8o is the outside.,”

If the bread-baking process fascinated the visi-
tors, 80 did having a chance to experience fast-
pnned American life and the freedoms that go with

“lta almost like they don’t know what to do with
it, there's so much freedom,” said another Dunckel
parent, Debbie Gabml

Soveral French who were not
nied on the tour by their Dunckel friends, com-
mented about what they thought about America,

“Very good,” said Zineb Lazrak, *I like tho hous-
es, because in France, there arc no houses, just
apartments. But I think there are too many cars.
And I think the shops are not like Paris. Here

Yann L ndler

enjoy a tour of Great Harvest Bread.

they’re bigger.”

“In America it's too far” to go anywhere, said
Paola Cazenave de la Roche, “You have to always
take the car.”

Alexin Klochendler snid American people are
“very sweet.” She nlso was surprised by how it is
“cheaper to buy things” than she anticipated.

“It’s very, very big,” commented Gabriel
Lanselle., "Shops are good and big.”

Gabrie! alse liked the group’s trip to Niagara
Falls. “It's very beautiful,”

Novelly, who later this year will open a Great
Harvest store in the Downtown Farmington Cen-
ter, detailed for the students how baked goods -
exeept French bread — are made from scratch, “We
don't make French bread.”

‘Why? Because French bread requires the use of
special oils, which Novelly refrains from using in
hia kitchens.

It didn'’t scem to bother them, According to Caa-
teel, the French kids loved the bread at Great Har-
vest. “They even bought some.”

Americana: Dan Novell dy
cooling rack while stude

nts from College Jules Romains in

owner of the Great Harvest Breadgll]accs hot loaves on

ris watch the process.

French students have an itinerary while here:

The tour of Great Harvest
Broad was only one of many
activities students from College
Julea Romains in Paris, France,
participated in last month, dur-
ing their visit to Dunckel and
Powoer middle schools. Following
are some of the highlights:

® April 14: Farmington Hills
fire and police station tour; visit
at the Warner Mansion; ahop-
ping in downtown Farmington.

W April 20: Visits to the
Motown Museum; Masonic Tem-

lo.
’ @ April 21: Tour of the Univer-
Bity of Michigan.

W April 22: Attended a Detroit
Tigers baseball game.

W April 23: Tour of the Daim-
ler-Chrysler nuto plant,

B April 24-25: Weckend trip to
Niagara Falls.

o April 26: Visited the COSCI
Science Hands-on Museum.

W April 28: Morley's Candy
factory tour.

W April 29: Trip to the IMAX
theater in Detroit.

B April 30: (Dunckel only) toak
part in a Michigan Memories
scrapbook class; (Power only)
played laser tag at Zap Zone
Extreme in Farmington.
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one of each

It's clothes they'll
want to wear

and quailty

that shows you care

‘ its Timely !‘-'inds:... .
right style, right price,
right now.

Jacobson's

Blrmingham ¢ {248) 644-6900 Livonia ¢ (734) £91.7696 Rochester ¢ (24B) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON
Qlh Certificatos Complimontary Sitver Gift Box Jacobaon's Charge
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