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Canton stays with leaders

BY C.J. RISAK
BPORTS WIUTER

B GIRLS SOFTBALL

net

The good news ia this: *Good
teams find a way to win,” On
Monday in an important West-
orn Lakes Activitiea Associntion
‘Western Division softball dou-
ble-header, Plymouth Canton
did just that,

It did not come easily, nor was
it pretty, this 4-3, 10-9 sweep. A
rainout of their gnmo scheduled
for April 23 at Northville forced
this to be n twinbill, making an
already mentally-fatiguing weck
even more overburdening, The
Chiefs hosted — and won —
their eight-team Canton Classic

gle aftor ghe missed first and
had to go back to tag it, drove in
three runs and gave the Chiefs a
lead they would nat relinquish. |

Laura Stewart turned in an
impressive mound performance.
Armold went with Stewart and,
in the socond game, Jenny Fish-

one run and narrowing the gap
to two, After Anna Keil atruck
out, Becky Mizo grounded ints a
fiolder’a choico to mako it 6-5.

+Hudson followed with a run-

producing single to tie it, and
Jeana Perino knocked in the go-
ahead run with o base hit. Car-
rie Kovachevich’s RBI double

mado it a two-run lead for Can-,

ton,
Ki ich finished with two

h

or after ace Gretchen Hudson
exporienced back probloms fol-
lowing Saturday’s tournamont.
Stewart improved to 5-2 on the
seanon, allowing two earned
runs on throe hits and three
walks, atriking out 10, Maureen
Emaus took the losa for the Jius-

last Saturday, and chne!dny tangs.
was the annual ti Elsner d with two hits,
gmo against Plymouth Salem. including a double, Canton

All good reasons why Canton
wasn't up to par against
Northville, which, of course,
makes the sweep all the moro
impreasivo.

“That was probably one of our
worat games, defensive-wige,”
waid Chiefs' coach Jim Arnold of
the second game, in which Can-
ton committed seven errors. “But
that’s the good thing — they
showed a lot of character.”

The first game turned on a sin-
glo swing of the bat, by team
captain Liz Elsner. With Canton
trailing 2-1 in the top of the fith
(Northvillo was homo team in
this game) and the bases loaded,
Elsner connected to send a shot
to the fenco in left. Her blast,
which turned out to be just a sin-

scored its first run in the fourth
on a walk to Melissa Brown, two
stolen bases and a passed ball,
The second game was a wide-
open affair, one in which the
Chiefs trailed until the fifth.
They scored five rune in that
inning to turn a 6-3 deficit into
an 8-8 lead — and they couldn't
maintain that, even with Hud-
son pitching (in  relief).
Northville scored three runs in
the top of tha aixth to go up 9-8,
but Canton answered with a
two-run sixth to rotake the lead,
The fifth inning was the key,
Paula McKernan started tho
<+ally with a single; Brianne
McNicholos walked and Angela
Neu singled, loading the bases
for Elsner. She singled, scoring

hits and four RBI. Elsner, Nou
and Hudson cach had two hits
{Neu had a triple) and an RBI,
and McKernan had two hita,
including a double.

Although four Northvills yuns
scored during her two innings on
the mound (only two were
carned), Hudson was the win-
ning pitcher, pushing her record
to 10-0. Fisher, who returned to
pitch the seventh, allowed one
earned run in ﬂve innings and
got the save,

The Mustangs were in a posi-
tion to tie or go ahead of Canton
in the Western Division stand-
ings, but the double loss dropped
them to 4-3, The Chiefs are 8-1
1 the division and 22-2 overall.

In a dramatic final game, the
Chiefs combined their own
clutch hitting with some sloppy
ficlding by Lincoln Park to win
their own Canton Classic, beat-
ing the Railsplitters 4-3 in ths
title game Saturday at Cantor.,

Gretchen Hudson was the win-
ning pitcher, allowing throe
earned runs on six hits and six
walks, She struck out two.

It’s Strong!

= Premlum Rate Certificate of Deposit
» Premiunt Rate Money Market

Get premium rates on our neweat investment choice of 1999,
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Saterdey, thir nost Folcons scorgd
four unancwured goals in the sacond
ha'f tu post the nondeague victory,

*4%0 Just gave up too mpny odd-
man rush and 1o manmy opporiuni-.
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said, *They wora ablo to capitalize en
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A NEW REVOLUTIONARY WAY TO CUT GRASS.

Introducing the Personal Pace Self-Propel System.
Just place your hands on the handle and go. Personal
Pace automatically mows at the pace you want to walk.
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Gellular mate simple.
Activation made free.

Let the experts at RadioShack answer your cellular questions

and clearly explain all the

whrless krg

choose what's right for you. Buy now, and activation of any
cellular phone is free. Choices. Solutions. Answers. That's why
we're the #1 wireless retailer in America,

Or, For Only $14.99 a Month Recefve:

» FREE AirTouch Long Distance

« 5 FREE Monthly Local Minutes Until September $959%
huoyear service agreernent and new acthaton required. For | mmumdnmm:
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calling plan options. Then you can
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Motorola StarTAC-3000
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RadioShack.

You've got questions. We've got answers®
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* Personal Pace Self-Propel System puts you in control of your mowing
speed from O to 4 mph. Just walk and mow!

¢ 6.0 HP Toro GTS® engine guaranf

beautiful lawn.
* Lightweight stecl deck.

second pull or Toro fixes it FREE!'
* Patented Recycler” cutting system mulches for a healthy and

tecd-to-start on the first or

. suggested special price.
Bubject to local desler oplion.
AUBURN HILLS COMMERCE TOWNSHIP FARMINGTON HILLS
KING BROTHERS ‘WHEELS & BLADES UNITED MOWER
2391 Pontinc Road 80656 Commerce 28619 Grand River
FARMINGTON HILLS GARDEN CITY LIVONIA
WEINGARTZ ‘TOWN-N-COUNTRY HARDWARE ~ COMMERCIAL LAWNMOWER INC.
39050 Grand River 27740 Ford Road 34955 Plymouth Road
LIVONIA LIVONIA MT. CLEMENS
H & R POWER EQUIPMENT ‘WRIGHT'S HARDWARE STARK'S SERVICE & HARDWARE
27430 Joy Road 28150 W. 6 Mile Road 328 Cass Avenue
NORTHVILLE OXFORD . PLYMOUTH
MARK'S OUTDOOR POWEREQ.  KING BROTHERS OXFORD SAXTONS GARDEN CENTER INC,
18959 Northville Road 1060 8. Lapoer Road 587 W. Ann Arbor Trail
REDFORD RIVERVIEW ROYAL OAK
GEORGE'S LAWN MOWER SALES  RIVERVIEW LAWN & SNOW EQ.  BILLINGS FEED STORE
26118 Plymouth Road 18639 Fort St. 715 8. Main
ROYAL OAK TROY . UTICA
MANUS POWER MOWERS TREVARROW ACE HARDWARE WEINGARTZ
30824 Woodward Ave, 97 W. Long Lake Road 468061 Van Dyke E
WATERFORD WEBTLAND WAYNE
UALITY LAWN EQUIPMENT DAVES ENGINE & MOWER WAYNE LAWN & GARDEN CENTER
5395 Dixio Highway 8513 Inkster Road 2103 8. Wayne Road
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