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Great Lakes thlller- hlller
captures people and country

regional crime novel to life and
propel the atory forward.

By the time readers have con-
cluded this "villege mystery,”
they may feel they've experi-
enced soms face-to-face meetings
with a number of Aurora's 3,762
citizens,

Begin with Aurora sheriff,
Corcoran “Cork"” O’Connor,
whoss heritage is part Native-
Amorjcan and part Irish, and
who livea in an almost constant
state of conflict. Though not offi-
cially the sheriff enymore, he's
driven to dig up the truth and so

. can't really lot go of his old job.

Though his marriage is on the

and he's involved in a seri-
ous affair, he seems determined
to hold onto his wife and chil-
dren. Though he's not religious,
he seems to hopo to still find
answers in prayer and religion,
Even the tumbledown Quonset
hut he calls home seoms to
refleet his divided nature. He
livea at the rear of the hut; the
front he operates as & no-frilla
hamburger joint.

Corcoran's estranged wife, Jo,
is a crackerjack attorney on the
side of the Anishinaabe, who
finds herself conflicted in the
end. Hia lover, Molly, a good-
looking, red-haired waitress has
faced down her share of demons
and then some. The new sheriff,
Wally Schanno, is painfully
affected by the illness of his wile,
Arletta. And Russell Blackwater,
the manager of the local casino
who has cast aside the beaded
vests of his carlier doys for gray
suits and wingtip ahows, seems
particularly adept at gotting
under Corcoran’s skin, always
reminding him of his split her-

tage.

Colorful minor players add to
the dense texture of the story.
Corcoran'’s adolescent daughter,
Jenny, a Sylvia Plath groupie, ia

What if Castro had a

heady concoction of baseball,
romance and revolution.

Former journeyman catcher
Billy Bryan returns to Cuba with
his adult daughter, who wants
him to come to terms with a long

*full of radical energy.” His sis-
tar-iu-law. Rose, though she
cars unly hneny, makes an
elible impression o8 a mater-
nnl spinstor = who has
“adopted”Corcoran’s family as
her own, Even the ill-fated
judge, who ia dead before the
first chapter concludes, is
brought to vivid life by Krueger,

With this work of fiction,
debut novelist Krueger weaves a
story of many contruatmg
threads, “Iron Lake” touches an
the age-old struggle between
Native American justice and the
law established by the white set-
tlers of this Great Lakes commu-
nity. An anti-government militia
called the Minnesota Civilian
Brigade plays a part, also, along
with some down-and-dirty,
under-the-table gambling opera-

ons.

Krucger obviously knows the
Great Lakes area in early win-
ter, with ita “painful cold ... brit-
tle new snow ... breathless clari-
ty of ... sky.” He also is obviously
familiar with small towns and
rural communities, where doors
are left unlocked, and secrets are
hard to keop. More important
(for us) he's able to take us there
with his well~chosen words,

As do many myasterica, “Iron
Lake" contains some unlikely
occurrences (for starters, the
crimo rate is astonishing), and
Kruegers final scenes feel a bit
padded and lacking the clght
suspense found clsewhere in the
story, But the strengths of “Iron
Loke” far outweigh any weak-
ness, and will prompt discerning
mystery fans to look for his sec-
ond novel, “Boundary Waters,”
now in hardeover.

Victoria Diaz is a Livenia free
lance writer who specializes in
book and theater reviews. You
can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854.

curveball?

of his book, He's a aports writer
and the sections on baseball
games are informed, lively and

often exciting.
His portrayal of Castro is
cven handed. Hl shows a man of
lism and unwa-

lost love and his peculiar rela-

tionship with the famous dicta-
tor,

The story is told by Billy. How
he first meeta Castro when stu-
dent robels disrupt a Cuban win-
ter league gamo in 1947, Castro
shows off his pitching ability to
the amazed Billy and the rest of
the team. Castro is a young man
wl;h nvcrwhelming charisma
and ar

But Billy ia less interested in
Castro than he ia in a beautiful
photographer-revolutionary,
Malena, who is also attracted to
him despite his pol:ticnl obtuse-
ness,

Wendel’s novel presents a
vivid picture of Havana in the
late 1940s when it was Sin City
for Americans out to lose their
inhibitiona. It was a placo of
nightclubs, casinos, brothels,
sailor bars and baseball. It was
also a typical Caribbean country
where the strotch between rich
and poor was vast and unbridge.
able.

But Wendel isn't a political
writer and that jen't the appeal

vering energy. But he also shows
a man with an outsized and dan.
gerous ego, with little concern
for the safety of others and with
a violent atreak. Still, it's hard to
miss the charm that made it pos-
sible for Castro to lead a revelu-
tion and maintain control over
40 years under the most trying
circumstances.

The love story is a bit wenk,
though it providea motivation for
a typically non-political ballplay-
er, one whe ia at that point in his
mediocre carcer when his
options are running out and even
the minor leagues are question-
able, For one brief moment Cas-
tro becomes his last ticket to the
big show. But Castro has a big-
ger show to attend to.

Baltimore beat the Cuban All-
Stars in the first game, but it
took extra inninga to do it. The
Orioles lost the second match in
Baltimore. Cuba still loves its
baseball and continues to create
great baseball players like Yan-
kea pitcher Orlando Hernandez.

Too bad Fidel Castro wasn't
ong of them!

or fax them to
{734)591 7279 or e-mall te

@ oe. net

RETREAT FOR WRITERS
Cranbrook's annual Retreat for

Wilters will be July 9183:30-6:30
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P.m. at Cranbrook's Brockslde
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$450, Ta recelve a catalog,
plocsa call (248) 645-3664.

AT THE BALDWIN LIBRARY
“Let's Yatk About it” features o
reeding and discussion on Kurt
Vonnegut's *Siaughterhouse
Five,” part of series on books
about World War I, at the Library,
300 West Merrll, Blrminghem
(248) 647-1700.

PAPERBACKS ‘N’ THINGS
Shally Thacker wlil sign her
Newost book “Into the Sunset” 1.
3 p.m. Saturday, May 22, at the
storo, In tha Osk Plaza, B044
Wayne Road, Westland (734)
5228018,

BORDERS (DEARBORN)
Shaow Dalte! signs *Scattered Like
Secds,* 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 18
E. Lynn Horrls signs "Ablda With
Me,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Moy
18, at the store, 5601 Mercury
Drlvo, Deniborn (313)271-4441.
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