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Science curriculum piqued Silye’s interest in schools

BY MARIE, CHESTNEY
STAY? WRITER
mchostoey@oohomecomm.not

As an engineor, steeped in the -

wdys of things mochanical,
Ranald Silyo has a natural inter-
eatin the world of science.

8o when the Clarenceville
Sr.!gbol District, in which Silye,
hifz wife Evelyn and two children
liys; decided to change its sci-
emn curriculum, Silye’s interest
wis piqued. What topics would
;bvered? At what age would a
subject ba taught?

‘Tg got answers, Silyo ventured
doWn to the district’s offices at
202230 Middlebelt Road.

t'a how I got involved with
thp achool district,” said Silye,
who livea on Osmus Stroct,
warks ns an engineering supervi-
sof Jor Trico Products Corp., and
is’ow aceking a sccond four-
year term on the Clarencovillo
Board of Education.

#Lwan an interested parent. I
gof™a stack of information and
logked at the stuff. One of my
concerns was that studenta not
just read about aci they

Ron Silyo

tors, Silye saaw some of his idcas
take root. He then got intercsted
in the operations of the district
itaeclf, and bogan attending
school board moetings on a regu-

. lar basis,

In January, 1985, ho was
appointed to o gix-month torm
on the board. In June 1996

need to do hands-on work,”
As a professional engincer
working with school administra-

Hills clerk he

Cl ille resid elected
him to a four-year term,

Silye *is one of three
Clnmncnville school district resi-

denta secking two, four-year
terms on the Clarenceville board
in the Junae 14 school eloction.
The other two candidates are

He {s a membor of tho Socioty
of Automotive Engincers hnd the
American Socigty of Mechanical
Engu:eor:. . .

ing re-clection, Silye

OI.ARENOEVII.LE SOHOOI.S

EI.EGTION

. incumbent Matthew B
who lives on Milburn Street, and
challenger Sharon Simpsen, who
lives on Hugo in Farmington

ills
The Silyes and children Jessi-

!md he wants to continuo to be a
part of the district's punult of
*“continued improvement” that
has taken place over the lnat
uvcml years.

ca and Kevin, both C! ille
High students, moved from
Dearborn to the district in 1891,

‘ Liko fellow board member
Matthow Boettcher, the Silyes
didn't know when they bought
their Livonia homeo that their

children  would  attond
Clerenceville schools and not
Livenia Public Schools.

“It came as a surprise,” Silyo
said. “For soveral hours I talked
to (formor school board trustee)
Linda Brandemihl. She con-
vinced mo, and I found it to boa
good school system.”

Silye, a 1968 graduate of
Grossoe Ilo High, earned his asso-
ciate in science degree from
Henry Ford Community College
in 1972 ond his mechanical engi-
neoring degree from the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn in
1978,

ta he cited wero

new achnol administrators,
mzuor renovntinns to school
ion of achool

imprnvcmenta in the district'
four schools was ‘the NCA
accreditation.
Schools that seek umdlmdnn
ogree to follow certain steps to

buildings by the North Central
Association of Collegos nnd
Schools (NCA), now

They face
by the NCA as to how
well they have dono,

"I'ha NCA In a respocted orge-

labs, now reading curriculum
and even new school buses and a
new phone system. -

“We want to make a school dis-
trict that people will want to
come, to,” eaid Silye. “We offer a
emall class size, where adminis-
trators know every student in
the building; good student-teach.
er ratio; parapros; and a good
curriculum. We've been putting
the tools in place.”

He elso supports the two tax
questions on the June 14'school
ballot,

Silye believes that the ‘most
significant change luudlng to °

Mid Ifitis
willing to bnck our school dis-
triet, it tells other people that

is a good school system.
"Olnronceville is not a top-
down type of management.
Toachers are pnrt uf the deci-
sion-making p:
The bluon cumplnint he

hears now about the district, -

Silye said, ia in the area of job
descriptions. Employees’ tasks
ere not specifically spelled out,
and sometimes work doesn’t got
done, ospecially in the area of
maintenance, he said.

Ho also bolieves that adminis-
tmﬁva emplayee raises shouldn't

n]l be lumpnd tugether for one
board voto. He cited that as one
of the times he disagreed with
tho edministration. .

<1 didn’t liko the ways they
were being lumped together; we

_shouldn’t give thom blanket

approval.”

Like most public schodl propo-
nents, Silye does not support mx
credits or vouchers to be
pay tuition in private uchoola
They siphon money from public
schools, yet privato schools don't
have to live by the same enroll-
ment rules, he said:

‘* “We are mandated to do cor-
tain things, such as take any
student that comes to public
schools, Private schools can
make the decision whethor to
accept. So do public achools just
wind up with kids with prob-
lema? There's an inequity hore,”

Ips work out bugs in state elections ﬁle

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFY WRITER
Jmalisx ewskiGoo.homocumn.not

You may get a quizzieal lock on your
face when you hear the words Qualified
Votor Filo, but ask Farmington Hills
City Clerk Knthy Dornan what it is and
sba'll fill you in with the details.

The concept of QVF has accompanied
D..nan through life in the past couple
years. She in fact is a member of the
state’s QVF Advisory Committee, repre-
senting the city.

“Thero was nothing like this before,”
said Dornan, “The Jocals did their own
clections. We have 630 cities and vil-
lages and more than 1,300 townships.”

W ‘We went out and looked up and found out why they did-
n't match, Sometimes it was Just a typo. Other times it was
a misspollad name. Now we have matched all our files .’

Dornan
I3 city clerk

KatIHyr

" Before QVF, which is 8 computenzed
system, you could register to vote in a
cxty in lower Michigan, move and then
register in the Upp-r P la, for

ducting their own clections, clerks in
cities, villages, townships and countles,
also had their own pnn‘.lculnr type of

What QVF will do for the stato is
match clerk’s voter registration filos
with the state of Michigan driver’s
license filea.

The city of Farmington Hills alone
had 30,000 names that didn't match,
*We went out and looked up and found
out why they didn't match. Sometimes
it was just a typo. Other timea it was a
misspelled name,

“Now we have matched all our files,”
Dornan said.

the process of swiuhln to QVF

example. And clerks in either communi-

ty wouldn't have a c¢lue — unless you

called and told your former clerk you
had moved.

(sPs 1978400
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In addi-
tion to con-

therefore was difficult.
“So the clerks said, ‘We neced to devel-
op a statewido system,™ Dornan said.
To do that, approval was nceded and
cventually received from the state Leg-
islature,

ar Hills has &
former system. “We are finally mnmng
solo on QVF. A lot of communities
aren't on it yet.”

Now when you register to vote you
will be entered into the statewlde com-
puter system and it can tell the local

clork if you recently

moved and whether you
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Nowsstand.

Hairs Inn & Nails

{under new management)
 Hair Care & Nails

. wero registered at your

former address.

“It will remove tho dual-
ity we have had in the
past,” Dornan said.
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. Commuunities with popu-
lations of 5,000 and loss
are not required to jump
onto the system. Those
with populations of 6,000

Offer Expires or more are required to

248-471-0830 Meyat, 1099 ¢ participate, Dornan said.
Dornan was appointed to
the advisory committee by

TAMKE GRAvES / sun Axtst

> Place classified ads at your convenience.

DOES YOUR CAR WAX .

GIVE YOU BETTER
PROTECTION THAN
YOUR CUT-RATE
CAR INSURANCE?

Secrotary of State Candice
Miller. The. committee
comprises nine clerks,
throe representing coun.
ties, three from townshipa
and threo from citica, It ia
charged with working out
kinka in software for the
statowide QVF.

*“There are some prob-
lema and we have to work
them out,” Dornan said.
“It'a got to be workable for
big cities and the volume. I

/
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think the committes will sot standarda
the election community ean follow."

In addition, Dornan is heading up &
subcommittee for big cities. “Right now,
the system is written and geared for
smaller communities, I'm excited to
head up thia group.”

The presidential election in 2000 will
be tho first big clection under the QVFP
system. But clerks will have some prac-
tice with smaller elections, such as this

ber with the Farmi Hills
City Council, and two primaries, in
February 2000 and August 2000,

“Hopefully, with two smaller ones we
can work out the bugs,” Dornan said.
"In] tho long run thia will bo a great
tool.*
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