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‘Seat belt bill heads to governor for his signature

BY MIEE MALOTT
STAYY, WRITER
mmalott@oc.homecomm.net

You'll have to buckle up when
you drive. Legislation to make
enforcement of Michigan's
mnndntury poatbelt law subject
to “primary onforcement” by
police wans approved last weck by
tho state House of Representa-
tives.

Since seatbelt use was first
mandated in the 1980s, viola-
tions have been considered a
*gecondary offense,” meaning

. polico could not stop drivers for

80 rela apinion (]

that reason. Tickets could only
bo written if polico pulled a driv-
er over for another reason,
Passage of Senate Bill 335,
sponsored by Sen. Bill Bullard
(R-Highland) means officers will
be able to pull drivers over ia
they sece the shoulder h

now headed to the governor for
signature.

Ono amendment tacked on to
the bill called for passing the
coat savings, realized by insur-
ance companies as a resuit of the
Tegislation, on to the policy hald-
ers. According to the estimates

offorod by Bullard, primary .

tho belt Jaw

hanging unused inside the car.
‘The bill was approved by the
House May 11 by a 68-42 voto.
The Sonata concurred later in
the week to amendmenta added
on tho Housc floor, The bill is

of
will save a total of $170 million
statewide annually, much of it a8
a result of lowered payouts from
insurance companies to injured
drivers and pnssengers.
Rep. Lingg Brower (D-Holt)

The foltowing nm police and rlre
incidents that were

WALLET STOLEN

Farmington and Farmington Hms
during the past week,
AUTO THEFT
In Farmington Hilla:
Someone stole o green 1993
Ford Ranger from tho Mobil gas
atation on 12 Milc and Middle-
belt at 4 p.m. Mny 13. .

In Farmi Hills:

A Commerce Township
woman, 86, found her wallet had
been atolen outside of T.J. Maxx
on Orchard Lake and 14 Mile at
11 a.m. May 14. She thought
she may have lost it but found
someone had already used her
Visa card at a gas station by the

plus -

time she contacted the cred:t
card company.
ASSAULT

In Farmington Hills:

Polico ticketed a Livonia man,
28, after a Hills man, 38, was
punched in the faco numerous
times during a dispute on May-
field nenr Flanders Elementary
School at 7:16 p.m. May 14, The
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wanted tho savings given back to
policy holders. His amendment
was approved in n 100-8 ballot.

Rop. Ruth Johneon (R-Holly)
offered an amendment which
would have altored the bill sig-
nificantly, applying primary
enforcement only if minors are
unbuckled. Unbuckled adults
~would not have been subject to
the primary enfercement.

Sho explained that for adults,
she believed seatbelt use should
bo a mattor of porsonal choico.
Nonotheless, the House rejected
her prupopnl

According to Bullard, manda-
tory sentbelt uso is the only traf-
fic law considered to be subject
to “sccondary enforcement.” For
all other violations, police
already use primary enforce-
ment, he said, pulling vehicles
over when the violation is spot-

d.

Bullard estimates the change
will save 100 lives per year and
oliminate 3,000 injuries received
in traffic accidents.

Bullard said he expocts the
change will raise compliance
with Michigan's mandatory seat-

belt law by 10 to 15 porcent. At
present, about 71. porcent of
Michigan actually weur their.
belta

Herc- how local representa-
tives voted:
* Yes — Andrew Raczkowski (R-
Farmington Hilla), Mike Bishop
(R-Rochester), Patricia God-

“chaux {R-Birmingham), John

Pappageorge (R-Troy), Nancy
Quarles {D-Southficld), and
Marc Shulman (R-West Bloom-
ficld)}

No — Bab Gounchn {R-Troy)
and Ruth Johnson (R-Holly).

Hills man asked tho driver to
move his truck, stating his elder-
ly mother was likely to crash
into it when she pulled out from
the driveway. The driver, who
waa on a cellular phone, becamo
iratoc and started punching him.
The Hills man had cuts and
bruises over his left eye. The
driver had a bloody nose, cut lip
and knuckles. The driver said he
was defending himaelfy A wit-
ness said the Hills mdn asked
him to move his vehicle the pre-
vious week and he was very
polite.

A go-cart rider punchcd a Putt
N’ Games employee in the face
several timea aftor ho was told to
take his foot off the accelerator
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at 1:40 p.m. May 16. The man's
cart was crashing to others on
the course. After the assault, the
man left on foot down
Hawtharne from Grand River.
HEROIN SHOOTER

In Farmington Hills:

* Police ticketed a West Bloom-
field woman, 41, for narcotic
pamphernnlin after finding, hur
poadhed out in 8 woman's
reatroom at Mayberry’s restau- -
rant on Grand River at 10 p.m.
May 14. EMS workers and police

+ found the woman lying on tho

floor with her pants down to
mid-thigh. A blood apot near the
pubic area indicated where she'd
just taken an injection. A spoon
with heroin residue was found
nenrby. She was taken to Bots-
ford Hospital,

MARLUANA POSSESSION

In Farmington Hills:

Police arrested a Northville
man, 23, after finding:2.3 grams
of marijuana on him during a
traflic atop on Orchard Lake and
12 Mile at 2:35 a.m. May 15, The
man, who was & passenger in the
1988 Toyota Camllu, hnd an out-
nu\ndmg warrant in Westland
for marijuana delivery. .

Police tickoted a Nurthvxlln
man, 20, after finding 6.8 grama
of rnnrijuunn in a plastic bag
when questioning him in the
Kmart parking lot on Orchard
Lake and 14 Mile at 5:15 n.m.
May 16. Ho threw tho bag over -
his car as officers approached.
Ho then picked it up and tried to
hide it.

DRUNKEN DRIVING
In Farmington Hills:
Please see POLICE, All
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| Private srudio and bed,
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Assisted Living Residence

Gracious living & supportive care

Waltonwood of Royal Oak -
3450 W, Thirecen Mile Road
across from William Beaumont Hospital

ience the finest in assisted living ac Waltonwood of
Royal Ozk. Our clegant apartments provide an ideal serring
for penonz!lud care and quallly services. Visit our new
community in the heart of the city, C/zrrk om these benefits:

f

8 Housekeeping and linens

® Professional, courteous staff to assist wul\ pcrsonal needs
@ Nutritious meals served in an elegant dining room

I Bnuzy shop, gift lhor and lnvmng common areas

and more,

outings,

For more information, call (248) 549-6400.

Waltonwood communitics offer the finest
in independent living and assisted living,
Call today for a.personal tour:

Rochester Hills Novi at Twelve Oaks  Canson
.(248) 3752500  (248) 735-1500 (734) 844-3060
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