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Challenger believes mothers under-represented

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
GTAlYV WIITER .

net

CLARENCEVILLE ELECTION

If the Clarenceville School Dis-
trict needs an adult cheerleader,
Sharon Simpson would be the
perfect candidnte.,

In the June 14 school election,
the Farmington Hills resident is
challenging two incumbents for a
sent on the Clarenceville Board
of Education. Yet Simpson voices
just one complaint against the
district, and it deals not with
educational issucs, but with how
often school lawns arc cut. She
thinks it’s not often enough.

“I'm perfectly happy with tha
education our kids are getting at
every level,” says the part-time
pediatric nurse for Children's
Hospital in Detroit. “We have
teachers, ndministrators who
care. There's been real, positive
things in the district the last
couple of years, since (Superin-
tendent Tom) Tattan came,

“I have no criticisms, except
for upkeep outside the buildinga,
What's the first thing you sco?
It's the outside maintenance.”

Then sho adds: “There's
always room for improvement.”

So why has thia mother of
three children taken on the

tough task of trying to unscat an

incumbent to win one of two

opu:d four-year terms on the
?

The answer is twofold. Firat, .
she sees it as » natural extension ’
of all tho voluntecr work she
already does for the district and '
other local groups,

“I'm a docr,” sho sayas. "I con- -

stantly ask myself, Whnt can I
do next?™

And second, Simpson looks at |
the current scven-member, alle
male school board, and belicves
tho mothers of the dutrict are

the June 14 achocl election. Like
the incumbents, sho supports the
two tax questions on the ballot,
“At first, I had trepidation,
But then I read the information,
The district needs more money
for building improvements, and I
don’t want to sco it taken from
the money meant for education.™
Simpson is a graduate of
Wayne Memorial High School, A
17-year nuraing veteran, she
earned a degree in nursing in

‘1981 from Madonna College.

Nine years ago, Sharon and
Robert Simpson moved into tho
Cl ville district, located in

vaat], d

“We nced to have a woman's
voica there,” she says. “T think
some people are frustrated, They
think their voices are not being
heard. They feel they can come
to me, that I'm accessible. But 1
toll them, ‘you're not talking to
the right person.’ They have a
complaint but don't take it to the
board members.” .

Simpson, who lives on Hugo
Strect, faces incumbenta Matt
Bocttcher of Milburn Street and
Ronald Silye of Osmus Street in

small parts of southeast Farm-
ington Hills, northeast Livonia
and northwest Redford Town-
ship.

The Simpsons knew exactly
what district they were moving
into and believed they had made
the right move,

“A nolghbor camo and asked
us, ‘Do you know what school
district you are in?’ We knew,
and we felt it was a good district.
It's amall, whore the kids are
known, and where ¢lnss sizce is

Sharon Simpson

small. It's just what we wanted.”

Tho Simpsons have children in
all three achoot levels of the dis-
trict, Daughter Rebecca is a
fourth grader at Grandview Ele-
mentary; son Marc is a seventh
grader at Clarencevillo Middle;
and son Rob is n 10th grader at
Clarenceville High.

Simpson divides her volunteer
time between professional
groups, school groupa, youth
groups and her church, St.
Aidan's Catholic Church, where
she is a teacher.

As a nurse, she is a member of
the paticnt/parent cducation
committee at Children’a Hoapi-
tal. She also has worked as a
pediatric instructor for Wayno
County and Oakland community
colleges.

In the school district, sho ia
involved in each of her children’s
schools, At Grandvicw, she has
sorved as prosident of tho
Friends of Grandview for the
last two ycars, For five years,
she's also been a softball coach
ot the school.

At Claronceville Middle
School, she is past secrotary of
the uchool parent group.

At Clarencoville High, son Rob
plays the drums with the
Clarenceville Band which per-
formed at Disneyland recently.
As band supporters, the Simp-
sons visited Florida to wa

For seven years, she also
gerved s cub acout leader; the
family is now active in Boy Scout

Troop 45.

She's cspecially pleased with
the hiring of Pam Swert as
Claronceville Middle School
principal. In the paat, when
Clarencevillo loat students, she
says, it often was at the middle
achool level.

“The olementaries are goed,
but we'd lose them there. Thero
was not a lot of consistency.
That'a not happening anymore.”

Simpson balances her part-
time nursing job with her duties
as mother and wife.

“I'm not so involved that I'm
not home in the afternoon,” she
gnya, “It was my choice to be
home with tho kids, My family
comes first.”

Sho belioves those skilla she
has mastered in her profession -
time managemont, communica-
tion, ulf~confdenco. working .

families in crisia — would bo
a8 asset at the board table.

*“I don't back down from situn-
tions,” she says. “I'm flexible, but
I also know there are certain
rules you have to follow. I'm an
enforcer, and can be hard-nosed.
But I'm also an approachable
person.”

As for the school lawns and
how often thoy're cut ... the

itle Board of Ed
Thursduy decided to tackle the
outside maintenance problem
head-on. They agroed to pay
$11,625 to a private lawn service
to cut school lawns 25 times this
year, The cuttings will atart
immediately, snid Tattan,

OBITUARIES

MARQARET A, THIBIDEAU
Margaret A. Thibideau, 86, of

Novi, died May 18.
Mra. Thibid

q

sent to Senior Varioty Serics, c/o
Friends of Novi Theater, 46176
West 10 Mile Road, Novi 48376,

from Waync State University
with a B.A. in music and served
on the Walled Lake City Council
and the Walled Lake City Plan-
ning Council. She was also
Mayor Pro-tem and an organist
for Roseland United Methodiat
Church.

She is survived by children,
Robert (Carolyn), Martha
(Stephen) Franchi, Charles
(Janet), Nancy (James) Wilking,
David (Patricin); and sister,
Mary Morrison.

Funeral services were held
May 21 at North Cornerstonc
Church in Farmington Hills,
Arrangements made by O'Brien
Chapel/Ted C. Sullivan Funcral
Hame in Novi.

M. JUNE

Virginia M. June, 77, of Farm-
ington Hills, died May 18.

She is survived by husband,
Robert; daughtors, Judith
(Robert) Fusscll and Virginia
{Roberta Hawkes) June; son,
Robert Jr.; siaters, Marge Ducey,
Josephine Dalton, Dorothy Buck-
walter, Gloria LaBo, Bernice
Bonarek and Barbara Bondy;
scven grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.

Funeral servicea were held
May 20 at Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Church in Farmington
with the Rev. Loren O'Dea offici-
ating. Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington.

Memorial contributions can be

Asseciation Inc.

HENRY C. LAWRENCE

Henry Carr Lawrence, 76, for-
merly of Farmington, died May
18 at Beaumont Hospital in
Royal Oak.

Mr, Lawrence waa vice presi-
dent of investments and a stock-
broker for Dean Whitter. He was
also a U.S. Navy veteran. Henry
and his brother Ford were the
first set of twins born at Henry
Ford Hospital,

He is survived by brother,
Ford (Joan) Lawrence.

Funeral services wero held
May 22 at St. Paul’s Presbyteri-
an Church in Livonia with the
Rev. Dr. Thomas Eggebeen offici-
ating, Memorial contributiona
can be sent to the American Dia-
botes Associntion, 30600 Tele-

The F:

Chamber hosts roundtable

Hxlln Chamb

. of Commurce will host a Local Loadorahip
Roundtable at 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 26, at
tho Farmington Trakning Center, 33000 Thnmns

E WEDNESDAY MAY 26

merro is ibl, for tudyi ,nnd Jy

Street, This program will lnc]udn
from tho city councils and, udmtmstmtwn of the
cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills as
well as koy businesa speakors.

issues of interest to the community and ite huﬂ-;‘ :
ness community of tho locnl, state and federal .
lovel. It is ono of tho diviaion‘n prlmnry to

Businoss leaders from the
encouraged 1o attend this forum to dmc\ma cnu~

commumty nnd l:cy denmm mnknra The local :
L allows busi londers -

cal local issucs which impact b and cco-
nomic growth. This program is sponsored by the
Chamber’s, Governmantal Affairs Division
which anludca reprusentnti{m from diverso local

+ and loenl lcglu!uwrs to nddmss issues of & unpors
tance to the and -
ties so that tho two sectors may work to uthiev
mutually beneficial ob;echvcu

- Those i ding must l:onulct

n 'anot Equip-
ment Leasing, Timoe Warner, L&G I
and Haliw, Siciliano & Mychalowych, P.C.

’l‘hu Guvernmen!ul Affairs Division of the
Hills Ct £

of Ccm-‘

the Fnrmmxton/Fanmngton Hills Chamber, of :
.Commerce no later than ’I‘ueaday, May 25, at
474-8“0

Memorial contributions can be

graph Road, Suite 2255, Bing-

sent to Iron Overload Discase ham Farms 48025-4532.

Here’s a class you can t

a ord to miss!

Learn all about a new Web site that
can serve your organization.
mihometown.com provides

Free Web Sites

- for non-profits, government agencies,

schools, religious groups or

" community-based organizations.

mihometown.com features
newsletters, calendars, instant contact

with your membershlp and much, much

more!

Put this powerful, multi-million doliar self-publishing tool to work
for your organization—it's as easy as logging on to
http://mihometown.com

Click to create a site NOW!
Or, if you'd like first-hand Information, attend one of our tralning sesslons:

Tuesday, May 25---—6:30 p.m - 8 p.m.
Thursday, June 3--——-9:30 a.m. - 12 noon

Reglster on-line: htip://oeoniine.com/mihometown
or call 734-953-2038

Classes are only *15 and Include:
* TRAINING ¢ MATERIALS » REFRESHMENTS

MADONNA UNIVERSITY
Northwest Corner of Schoolcraft and Levan
Exit 73 off 1-96 Jeffries Freeway -
Administration Building, Downstairs, Room 1104 (across from the student lounge)
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

@bserver E’, Feeentric

NEWSPAPERS !

COMMUN ITY PUBLISHING SYSTEM

Part of HomoTown Comemunications Notwork™

Thave .
merchandise
to sell for
under

5500,
ay 0nl

That's right! Right now you pay nnlu.s_‘lﬂ&i to sell
your used furniture, appllances, sporting goods,
blkes—anything you're no longer using with this
special offer:

@ 1. Describe your item In 3 lines. Remember, items must total less
than $500 (Asking price must appear in your ad)

© 2. Run your ad for 2 days (Sunday-Thursday or Thursday-Sunday)
@ 3. Your cost? 1 low price of juat $19.95. Your savings? A blg 55%!
You could say our 3-2-1 plan
is as easy as 1-2-3 !
@bserver & Feventric

NEWSPAPERS W
HOI\ETOWN CLASSIFIEDS
Olidlnd C”ﬂy - 240—6‘4-!070
Wayno County — 734.601:0000

Chllmoﬂ. Laks Orion, Oxtord — 248-476-4506
U maDhe, e SO OS £
Offar not avallable 1o Auto or Real Estate ncMmlserl




