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Showroom:-Fine pieces of European furniture are on

display at Daviddi Antiques. The new Farmington

Hills business not only sells antiques. It restores dam-

aged furniture and reupholsters old pieces.

Fine antiques shop breathes new
life into old Hills carpentry shop

m MARY Eonmqu
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An old carpentry shop in Farmington Hills
has found new life as a fine antiques shop
that also ializes in fi
and upholatering.

Walk into Daviddi Antiques, at 303656 W.
10 Mile, and you will sce an open concept
showroom/workshop that flows in an artful
way. An array of clocks, slot-machine sized
gold cash registers with crank handles, and
ornato wood furnishings is balanced by a,
large wcrkshop where artisana perform their"
tasks in full view of browsera,

Neil Daviddi is owncr, banjo clock-maker
and antiques expert. His shop was formerly
located on Telegraph in Dearborn. Bill Rees
of Livonia is his assistant.

Community interest *

“We'vo had a lot of intereat since we
opened the doors last week,” said Dn\uddl
“The haa been very wel

Added Rees: “There was s lot of curiosity.
We're happy with the local response, People
are just' wonderful, Neil looked at aver 100
places before he found this one.”

The outside facade was modernized, but
not dramatically altered in keeping with the
feel of the neighborhood. The shop is adja-
¢ont to Farmington Hilla" potter John Glick’s
property.

It appears that all of the 5,000 square fect
are being utilized in one eapacity or another.
At the front of the shop an upholstery work

Detalls: An ornately carved section of a
wooden table.

arca is set up, with sewing machine, large
work table and extensive fabric samples.

Recs emphasizes that the shop renovates
all furnituro — “it docsn't have to be an
antique,” he srid. “We can take the scratch
out of o wood table, or recane a chair.”

Daviddi was raised in a family in the
metal business and has cousins in Italy in
antique restoration.

“I learned the old way of restoring pieces,”
he said. “This is not a typical antique shop. A
lot of the European pieces are hard to find.”

On display recently was an 1830's Louis
XV black cabinct and two matching chairs,
imported from France and stored improperly

in a Grosse Pointe manor for a num:'
ber of years. ol

There is a huge Italion black wnl
nut sideboard carved from one thick
picce of wood, circa 1840. An intrigu-
ing picce is an art deco English dry’
bar, from the 1820s. A German 24-
hour cuckoo clock features hands
carved out of bone, A large, two-faced
International Time Co. clock ticks ¢
loudly between the showroom and -
workshop areas. Representing Ameri- ©
ca, circa 1900, is an inlaid wood table !
with 6 handearved pedestal.

There are smaller items, too — an’
old wooden telephone with the origi-
nal guts still intnct, ship models of
various sizes, chandeliers and table .
lampa, H

“It's peaceful here, out of the
¢rowd,” Daviddi said. *It's a nenghbor-
Iy feel here. And I am pleased to have
John Glick ns a nexghbor He is o emart und .
unique gentleman.” N
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Also an inventor

Daviddi is an mvenwr. too. Displayed in -
the shop are a wine decanter with spigot and’
brass cork serews he fashioned himself.

*I keep an open mind all the time,” he said.

‘The shop plans to offer free workshops on
chair caning, and how to atain and =trip fur-
niture properly. .

Hours are Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call |
426-7765 {or more information.

Leave fledglings alone; food for aquatic birds; moving west f

ASK BRISTOL

recently received four young
llpumwn that were orphans.

Theso eparrows were called
fledglinga. The' family that
brought them to mo decided that
they necded to ba saved. The
problem was that the birds did
not need to be saved.

The family informed me, yes
there were sparrow parents feed-

ing thesa young birds. Unfortu-
nately the family would not lis-
ton to me when [ said, let tho
parentsa take care of their own
young. So I had these little cute
young sparrows for about 10
days until they were able to take
care of themselves, They would
have been so much better off
with their own family.

If you find baby birds on the
ground that are feathered, chirp-
ing, hopping around, and can
barely fly, they are most likely

lings.

Fledglings are young birds
that have been booted out of the
nest. The parent birds will feed
oand protact their young until
they can fly and feed themselves.
This takes nbout 4 days until the
young can fly. You must stay
out of the general area of this
family. If you do not, the par-
ents will not come down to feed
their young. This will cause the
young birds to starve to death.

‘Young birds need to be fed about
overy half-hour.

So plesse respect Mother
Nature. Watch from a distance
and you can learn so much from
our feathered frienda,

Unique experience

1 would like to share with my
readers @ unique experience I
had on Monday, May 17. I
roceived a call concerning a
robin's nest that had come down
with a large branch in the storm.
In the nest were four robin eggs,
when the nest fell three eggs
were totally smashed. One egg
survived, but was cracked.

A caring lady brought this egg
to me Monday night. This hmo
robin hatched in my hand. What
a warm great feeling! Thia cute
1" long boby was so pink with a
little fuzz on its head. The first
name I gave it was Nona then
changed it to Stormie. The sad
part is that Stormie took a turn

for the worae on Wednesday
night and died Thursday morn-
ing. But with most life experi-
ences I lcarned a lot and enjoyed
Stormie while she was alive.
This was tho first time a bird
egg hatched in my hand!
‘What is a precocial bird?
Precocial describes the degree
of development in young birds at
hatehing. A precocial bird is
capable of walking around on its
own soon after hatching, Preco-
cial young are hatched with eyes
open, covered with down (soft
fuzz) and leave the nest within
two dnys, The young follow their
parents around for protection
and to learn what foods to eat.
Lately 1 have been asked
many questions on what differ-
ent kinds of aquatic birds cat.
WANS - ent mostly plants
which grasses, wild celery,
pondweed, smartweed,
spikerush, arrowhead, water

buttereup/ mollusks, crus-
taceans, and insccts (aquatic
beetles and dragonflies).
CANADA GOOSE - marsh
plants which include cordgrass,
widgeon grass, spikerush, sea
lettuce, salt grass, pondweed,
glasswort, barley, wheat, bul-
rush, wild barley (rootstocks).
MAL] D8 ~ some insccts,
(larvae, beetles, dragonflies,
mayflies) marsh plants which
include wildrice, pondweed,
smartweed, wild celery, wild mil-
let, duckweed and bulrush.
WOOD DUCKS - bestles,
bugs, ants, spiders, crustaceans,
mollusks, and seeds of cowlily,
waterlily, and watershield,
wildrica, pnndwecd. burrweed,
d, and arro!

aquatic birds eat; even they
range in different sizes. Thanks
for asking these questions

Book Resource List: "American
Wildlife and Plants, A Guide to

Wildlife Food Habits", by Mar- -

tin, Zim, & Nelson. (1951}

“The New Duck Handbook” by *

Matthew Vriends, Ph.D., (1983)
Heading west

Marbles and hia family are ©

moving to Phoenix, Arizona this

summer. The “Ask Bristol" col-
umn will continue for a couple |
more articles. Then Marbles has
to holp his family get ready to -

move.

Bev Cornell is a licensed
wildlife rehabilitator and former

HERONS fish, cruswcenns,
amphibians, insects, erayfish,
mice, frogs and reptiles.

It's interesting to note how
much of the same foods these

of "Ask Bristol”, 33411 Grand

y aide. She will answer-
pet and wnIdlrfc questions in carv.

River, Farmington, Ml 48335 or:-

c-mail
bristol_dog@msn.com

address: ]
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FIRST ANNUAL ONKOI BENEK
FAMILY RETREAT

July 11-16 at the beautiful Michindoh
Hilledale, MI.
+ A week of fun, activities, support and information.
~ All accommodations free of charge to children with
cystic fibrosis and their families. Children without a
guardinn attending will be assigned a counselor for
the week.
+ Private accommodations for each child with
cyatic fibrosia.

Sponsored by the Michisian Pulmonarv
-Discase Came. (n

———— Experience
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: *Coed ages 7:16 *Day &
avernight campa
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1-800-FUN-4ACE

www.computercamp.com

Contacl Carol Carncy. .vl? 250.9106
Mike York. 3!3 538.9093
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