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Juno 6, 1999

Closing a door: Seniors at
Farmington, Harrison
and North high schools
graduate today. Gradua-
tion is also scheduled for
adult education students.
Congratulations! ~ :

Lend a hand: Volunteers
are sorely needed for the
“Kids World” PlayScape
construction later this
month. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 474-5500.

Meeting: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 6 p.m. to hear pre-
sentations from potential
developers for the Eleven
Pines project. The meet-
ing is open to the public
and is in council cham-
bers, 31555 11 Mile.

Agenda: The Farmington
City Council meets at 8
p.m. in council chambers,
23600 Liberty.

‘Botsford

could
fall off
tax rolls

The city assessor’s office
hasn’t received any notice,
but it's possible the land-
mark inn could go off tax
rolls depending on its use.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFP Wi
loconnor@oc.homocomm.net

With a new owner, The Botaford
Inn's tax status could get a lot less tax-

ing.

Botsford Hospital is buying the his-
torie inn. Tho $1.4 miilion deal is
expected to be finalized
B July 30. As a medical

% facility, Botsford Hospi-
44 tal and its astellite
offices are largely
exempt from paying

Bl taxes under law.
Botsford Hosplwl officials have snid
architectural and engineering studies
are-being dene to look into possible
uscs for the landmark hotel. The his-
toric inn is where automaker Henry
Ford regularly held square dances on
its ballroom floor.

“We haven't seen anything yet,” said
Dean Babb, Farmington Hills city
assessor. “I guess if they convert it to
medical offices or claysrooms, it would
eventually go off the (tax) rolls.” *

Botaford Inn’s real property taxable
valuoe is $17,800, which includes state,
county and schools. The portion going
to the city treasury is slightly leas than
$4,300, Babb said.

Botsford Inn’s listing on the National
-Reglster of Historic Places carrics its
own tax benefits.

Propertics listed in the registry are
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Active: Jeanne Jones of Farmin

?ton Hills is a spokeswoman for those residents who are
suing the city of Farmington Hills for flooding. She also runs an auto dealership in

She won't give up

= f
S7ArY PuoTO BY BILL BRESLER

BY D\l‘mY O'CONNOR
BTAFF W
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

life.

‘When flood waters hit, the course of action has either
been to build an ark or simply clean up and get on with

Jeanno Jones doesn’t plug for cuthv.-r.

And though she's not building a ship in a biblical
senae, the Hills resident and Brighton aute dealer is - tem.. -
amassing two of a kind in terms of [ angry cauples and

Come hell or high water

Jones is one in a crowd of plaintiffa, but she stands
out as a foreeful = if not blunt - spokeswoman.

“I'm trying to get (NBC) ‘Dateline’ to do a story,” she
said outside Oakland County Circuit Court after a
recent hearing. “They’re injecting 8-— into our homes.”

At a recent city couneil meeting, Jones questioned
why more development is going up along Middlebelt
Rond, eﬁpccmlly with an nlroady overtaxed scwer sys-

he couk

homeowners fed up with b

Mnyor Aldo Vngnozzl seldom at & 1oss for words,

and: ™ dn't.say much-|
othera are suing the city of Farmington | Hllls for ﬂood gation, City attorney John Donchue slcppcd in and
damage resulting I’mm heavy rains in August 1898. -

ing liti-
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Tired of roadwork? Here’s more

Neighbor
comes to
the rescue

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFP WRITER
loconnor@oc. homecomm.not

A quick-acting neighbor likely saved the
lives of people inside a burning trailer Sun-

12 Mile Rond ramp to seuthbound
1-275. The detour is adjacent to the cur-
rent M-5 ramp to 12 Mile Road,

Earlier officials at the Michigan
Department of Transportation had
expected that only one lane would be
elosed and the ramp open while it was
reconstructed, but since have re-thought
that strategy,

*We've decided to close that ramp
because of the space on top (of the free-
way ramp) and the safety of motorists
and workers,” said Robin Pannecouk,
MDOT spokeaperson. “We'll have the
ability to get it done faster if we close it.

“It is a safety issuc {or workers pouring
concrete and operating vehicles,”

A construction worker from Taylor

_ Real Estate E1 BY KEN ABRAMCZYK drivers coming from 1-276 to exit to 12
Croasword STAFP WRITER . Mile need to *work together” while driv-
Joba ° 3 ing, she said.

Motorists who use the ramp from west- “Speed limits will drop down from 50

Home & Servico HS bound 1-696 to I-276 fuce yet more incon-  miles per hour in 10 mile per hour seg-

Automotive HE veniences starting today, when that  ments until it reaches a 10 mile-per-hour

H"‘l‘nste A Bl ramp will be cloaed until July for con. limit for the turnaround,” Pannecouk

struction. said.

O New Homes e __E1 Traffic will be detoured to a new “As they come up to merge with traffic

B Arts & Lelsure c1 unused portion of M-5 (the Haggerty from 1-275. thoy will have to wateh to

—— C ) south of 12 Mile Road, BLAN make the crossover to the Jeft

B Sports & Recreation DL then on a temporary ramp to turn SRSl lane. 'l'hey will have to pay atten-
traffic southbound to nccess the Clewhepieglly tion.”

The five-mile segment of the I-
275 construction is expected to cost $50
million. The five-year, 31-mile total pro-
ject to pave the eatire length of 1275 was
eatimated at $150 million.

Paving the way

Work erews from John Carlo, the pri-
mary contractor of the I-275 construction,
were expected to pour concrele this week
for the new southbound lanes near Grand
River and work their way southbaund.

Contractors will use equipment that
will pave three lanes simultancously at
about a half-mile pace each day. *Wc'll
pave 16 miles in one pass where typically
we make three passes,” Pannecouk said.

When the southbound side is paved
and concrete cured by mid-July, both
divections of 1-275 traffic is expected to
be crossed back over to the southbound
Iside for work to begin on the northbound

anes.

- 1698 ramp closed to 278

Starting teday (Sunday), the ramp from
wostbound 1696 to seuthbound 1275
wllt ba closed for approximately 25 days
£0 8 Néw famp can ba constructed.
MototIsts will be detoured oato 8 new
unused romp aof northbound M-5 (the
Haggorty Cannector} north of 1-9G and
south of 12 Mile Road. The detour is
adjacent to the current M-5 ramp to 12
Mile Rosd, Westbound 1-696 motorists.
who drive the dateur should watch for
posted slgns, took for exiting tratfic
from |-275, thon enter Lhe left tane to
sccess the new detaur ramp. Those
motorists will need to decalerate from
50 miles per haur down Lo 10 miles per
hour to a temporary turn-around. That
trotfic will join southbound Lraftic
orlginating from 12 Mllo, Joining up with
eostbound 1-96 Lraffie and leading 1o
southbound 1-275.

You have
time to vote
absentee

Farmington school district voters will
only have one choice to make at the
palls next Monday, June 14, increasing
chances that business will be light at
the eight precincts.

| JUNE 14

For those who show up among the
estimated 58,600 registered voters —
probably less than 3 percent - that
choice will be to decide a one-year stint
on the Farmington Board of Education,
a race between incumbent Gary Sharp
and challenger Melody Jaske. Linda
Enberg faces no apposition in her quest
for re-clection to a sccond four-year
board term.,

Sharp was appointed in September
1998, shortly after the resignation of
board member Jnscph Svoke. Enberg
was firat clected in 1995,

Polls will apen at 7 a.m. June 14 and
will remanin open until 8 p.m.

According to Cheryl Cannon, nasis-
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They’re moving on up

BY T SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tamith@oe homecomm.net

minuto pass times between each mini-

@0 relat:

Story poga BA

day night. remains hospitalized nfter he was struck
" Coltoen Bradley  Coll in early May while working on that
believes a higher power olleen ramp.
wanted her (go hu:r the Bradloy An estimated 20 signs will direct
crackling noise that led bell . motarista to the two-mile detour, Pan-
her and daughter, eves a necouk said, Detoured motorists and
Sarah, 11, to investi- hlghar
gate. They saw smoke 'wer
billowing from tho unit po tad her
next door at Fiamingo wan
g‘lriiller Rgouu on Mid- to hear the
ebelt Road.
While her daughter c'?zz’g"it
phoned 911, Bradley no
rapped on the door and led her and
repentedly screamed daughter,
fire.
8he roused. the two Sarah, 11,
people inside, who tO Investi-
escaped through a bed- gate.
room window,

“You kopt hoaring it
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Goshorn'a plans for next year.

Looklng ahead- David Dcunes, Mutthcw Koenig, Crystal
Walker and Kerri Gova listen to English teacher Jennifer

nmmmnmmu

Middle school students Thursday visit-

‘ed Farmington, Horrison and North high

achools and received an carly taste of
prep life.

Activities differed at tho high achools
far what waa dubbed “Moving Up Day.”
But the goal wan the same at cach cam-
pus; case the transition from cighth-to-
ninth grade and enhance chances for aca-
demic succesa next year anil boyond.

The most ambitious program was at
Farmington High School, where about
260 eighth graders ‘alked through their
achedules for the fall, meeting future

- teachora and clossmates. Students spent

16 minutes in each class, with seven-

acasion. An extended SMART session
cnabled the walk-through program, said
Principal John Barrett.

For Ens: Middle School eighth grndnr
Jayme Vainer, 14, the *Moving Up Day®
helped her got a bcv.tor idea what to
expect in late Augus!

“It’s difTorent lhnn "middle school,” said
Jayme. “There's a lot of older kids, and
{t's a much bigger school.”

Hoectic and crowded was the way other
atudents described the morning, with
kida scrambling from room-to-room,
avoiding bulky book bags while looking
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