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"Melody Jaske,

-panal sinco 1894,

Enberg, Sharp _

They merit voters’ support

Gary Sharp, deserve re-olection to the

Farmington Board of Education, i
' Both are years apart in experience and
tenure on the board. Enberg is seeking re-
slection to a second four-year term. Sharp is
secking election to a one-year term, the *
remaining time in a term left open when Joe
Svoke resigned in August 1998,

‘Woe must give credit to Enberg who though
running unop-
posed has made
the campaign an
opportunity to
get out and talk
with voters.

The addition of

Two incumbents, Linda Enberg and

who is running
against Sharp,
has created o
perfect opportu-
nity for both can-
didates to discuss
igsues — auch as
vouchers and tax
credits, parental
choice, state fund-
ing of public edu-
cation ~ that confront the school board and
voters,

Based on responses to questions from the
Observer staff, as well as responses and per-
formances at two candidate forums, we
believe Sharp ~ with the help of other board
members — can steer the district in the
healthiest direction,

Sharp is still in the middle of the learning
curve, having served now less than a year on
the board. We have.at this

Qary Sharp -

ciency teat
should ba given
earlier in the
school year and
resulta should be
kept off tran-
scripts.

We are
nonetheleas con-
cerned with
Sharp’s less than
admirable record
of voting in
school elections.
Despite a busy
professional
schedule, Sharp
should make use
of abseritec ballots.

To both incumbents, we suggest that they
gerve as the leaders in making tho school
board less bureaucratic and more face-to-face
with the public.

Indeed, the board should make availablo at
meetings reports — given to board members —
that the public may read and comment on.

Seeking public opinion is always the best
way to go. The snafu with block scheduling at
Harrison High School is the best example.
Yes, public involvement is inefficient, but in
the long run, that's what Democracy is all
about.

Be sure to get out to the polls and vote
June 14, It's important. The achoo! board

Linda Enberg

'LETTERS

What it takes

elody Jaske is an active citizen-parent

who is ready and able to assume leader-
ship on the Farmington School Board. Asa
fellow OM cozch, I've seen first hand her abili-
ty and enthusiasm in cultivating young chil-
dren’s creative talents. She is well known and
liked in community based groups. She is expe-
rienced in working constructively with par-
ents, teachers and administrators, As PTA
Council vice president, she has the skilla need-
ed to manage the people's trust.

Melody is the only candidate that has been

1ii ing to our local parent's concerns for

affects not only your child'’s education, but
decides where your tax dollars will be spent.
And when you get to the polls, be sure and
cast a vote for Gary Sharp and Linda
Enberg,

years, Not surprisingly she is also the only
candidate supporting real alternatives and
choices for parents, Melody alone has had the
courage to stand up to the so-called stato
experts who push the MEAP’s testing myth on

point no reason not to endorse
him for the upcoming year.
However, we urge him to be
independent in his reactions,
thoughta and leadership. He
has a fine mind and is articu-
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late. And he clearly does hia o
homework.
Jaske's spunk, spirit and .
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forthrightness is to be
admired. However, we prefer
Enberg and Sharp's opposition
to vouchers and tax credits
and agree that they will serve
only to ﬁnunuully ::npple pub-
hc d
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- We agree with Shurp '8 com- "
ment about tax credita/vouch- '}
era during a candidate forum: -
“It's touted as parental choice, W
It's not. It's private school .
choice.”

Both Sharp and Enberg
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also rightly support the high
school MEAP proficiency test
as well as MEAP in the lower
grades,

- Both want more high school
stud to take the profici

cy test. And we agree. It
should be used as a mecans of .
telling students how they lack )
academically.

Enberg also is on target

with her belief that the profi-
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School District will choose twa ‘board

vaers in the Walled Lake Consolidated
members from a nlnm of three

"mw ‘and ehild advoca-

cy. Sho's’ nIso o moth-
or of two

on Monday.

uhoo}jatuduntu :.md

; Mare Biegler and

Amy Peterman

deserve their votea,

: Siegler is currently

tho bonrd's secrotary.
o's boen on the

then ha waa appoint-
¢d to £ill an open scat.
Tho 45-yoar-old
Farmington Hills resi-
dont has lived in tho
diatrict for 13 years,
His sop is a Wnlled
Lake Schools gradu-
#te, and his daughter

N[Am Slogier )
#ttonds Western High ,

Hchool.

.« Siegler is director of qunlny assurance for a

food distribution company in Detroit. Hio
gh(fn-ward nppmnch to ‘t:ducnhnnn] issuca

_tional issues.

an avi ho
is chairwoman of an
educational advisory
committee set up by
stato Rep, Marc Shul- .
man (R-West Bloom-
field). She's worked
with the Ameorican
Cancor Society, and
a8 a voluntger attor-
noy for the Walled
Lake Womon's Sur-
vival Crisis Center.
Poterman attends board meetings often and
makes a polnt to follow state and local educa-
.-She would be o valuable addition

“to the

our very own excellent Farmington public
schools.

I can't for the life of me understand how
Meledy Jaske can support “Universal Tuition
Tax Credits” and present herself to our elee-
torate a8 & of public At
last Thursdaey’s candidates night, she seemed
unsure of what terminology to use in light of
the recent ebsorption of Mackinec Center
UTTC by the Western Michigan DeVos’ vouch-
er pushers.

Gary Sharp, incumbent candidate for our
School Boud is forthright and vehement in
his fon of both
and tuition tax credits. Educating ull of our
public achool kids comes first.

- Our school tax dollars must never be divert-
ed from our goal of providing them the quality
education for which our Farmingten district is
recognized. Let's keep it that way.

an uninf d public. These testa rcduco our Maryse E, Long
schools’ iculum to a Farmington Hills
level, in a misguided effort to date all
children within one narrow learning range.

Melody has been a voice for more music and
arts education, striving to fill the cultural void | Cast vote for El‘lbefg

left in our children's lives by a violent, out-of-
control entertainment media.

Moelody Jaske has what it takes to trans-
form our present school system into o world
class institution, Only then will Farmington |
studenta have an equal opportunity to com-
pete in the globalized job markets of the 21at
century. I urge your vote of confidence for
Melody Jaske on June 14.

lease join me in showing support for our

Farmington Board by voting on June 14,
Our school board haa the job of directing the
district into the next century and deserves -
support and input from its voters, including
those without children in the syatem.

Recent forums have given voters the eppor-
tunity to meet and learn about the three can-
didates, Yes, this is a busy season for many,

hoosing the best leadership for the Farm-

Eric Borregard
Farmi

A volce

have known Melody Jaske for quite a fow

years uud she hus ulwnys been mvolved with
her own daugh by ing
her time in the Achoo] Sha hna also nﬂ'ered
her time gt PT.

bu
ington Public Schools is important encugh to
_be at the top of anyone's “to do” liat.

In addition, I will be casting a vote for
Linda Enberg as a show of gratitude and
eneouragoment for past and future years of
service, dedication ancl intelligent contnbu-
tions to the and the F
Public Schools.

Votera. stay involved and informed in your

There has never been a more

with her energy, her commitment and her
¢are and concern for children would be a great
asset to the Farmington Public School Dis-
trict. I believe Melody Jaske would truly rep-
resent the voice of all parents and the best
interests of our children when elected to the
board on Monday, June 14. Please join me in
supporting Melody Jaske.

Zenona Raczkowski

Farmington Hills

Candidate seemed unsure

8 a member of the Michigan Public Educa-

tion Task Force, I've had the opportunity
to learn many of the pitfalls of school vouch-
era/tuition tax credits that would undermine

appmpnute time to create an excellent learn.
ing for each d
Cynthia Helisek
Farmington

Oplinlons are to be shared: Wa weicome your
Ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basis for opinions
In your own words. We will heip by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming.
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to
2484779722,
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. ’l'hat‘being said, the Walled Lake School

‘community will be losing tho leadership of
Samantha Ruetenik, who is rotiring this year
nfter 12 years of servico. Early on in her school
board career, Ruetenik helped recruit and hire

in'a fundamentally different way than our bigger

RICHARD AGINIAN, PRESIDENT
pers, we think about commumty)oumaham
They h lves to be

independent from the stories and i
tional and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

ping in to write the unusual or
hing else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

fnd g isa Supt. Jamos Geialor. Sho is a retirod toacher Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work,”
P is a lawyer falizing in j ile { wheso will be misa ~~ Philip Power
—
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