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Rice still
top team
in tennis

BY MARTY BUDNER
| STAFF WRITER

Birmingham Brother Rice'a
:tennis team went to the Divi-
sion I state tournament as the
teom to beat, No one did.

The Warriors captured their
second stroight championship
Saturday at the Midland Ten-
nis Center by winning threw of
the seven flights and placing
second in two athers,

Rice netted 26 points and

won by four over second-place
Midland Dow, which had 22.
Grosse Pointo South was
third with 20 points, followed
by Weat Bloomficld and Ann
Arbor ‘Pioneer, which tied for
fourth with 18 points apieco.
. It was a cluich performance
by the Warriors who were
ranked No. 1 all scason and
werao near porfect in dual
meets with o 10-0-2 record,

“We went up there with a
bulla-cyo attached to us since
we were the defending
champs,” said Brother Rice
angistant coonch Tom Osborn.
“Everyono came out with their
2A-game against us.

" *But the guys reacheéd down
and they really elevated their
game and played to their ‘A’
Jevel,” he soid. “Their concen-
tration was a sight to behold.”
- Rice, which lost just two
players from last year's
squad, storted off slowly by
losing at No. 2 flight singles
in a tough frst-round match,
However, the Warriors
rebounded exceptionally with
their players in the remaining
‘six flights advancing to at
‘Jeast tho semifinal rounds,
* Tho Warriors finished with
finalists in five flights which
-gave them the title regardless
‘of tho outcomes. “We had a
couplo key (singles) matches
‘with Dow in the semifinals
‘that were crucial,” said
Dabora, : .
~ Brather Rico's lone singles
«champion was aenfor Mark
Goraki_who is headed to St.
‘Bonaventure on o tennis
acholarship. Gorski was seed-
ed second at No. 3 flight sin-
gles and won tha title with a
threo-sct victary over top-
secded Blakoe Wilimarth, 3-6,
6-0, 6-3.

Rica also captured the Nos.
2 and 3 doubles flight champi-
onships.

° The No. 2 team of sopho-
‘more Joff Carrico and junior
Chris Brede sulminated a per-
foct sonson by winning the
‘state title with ar easy 6-2, 6-
4 triumph over Midland Dow's
team of Kevin Keoley and
Muhir Verghcse, By winning
all four of thoir state-mect
matches, Carrico and Brede
Iflnisrged with a 23-0 scason

record.
+ At No. 3 doubles, Rice's top-
seeded combination of senior
‘Scott Groas and freshman
Matt Ora won in straight sots
over’ sccond-acoded Evon
‘Roarty and Collins Chip-Getz
‘of Grosse Pointe South in
‘straight gamos, 6-0, 8-3.
‘Grosa and Ora did not drop
‘set at state and finished the
_year with a 19-2 record. -
1~ Rice's state runners-up
Jncluded David Lynn (No. 1
singles) and Justin Smith and
‘Sean Cafmeyer (No. 1 dou-
bles),
- *We got botter during this
and I thought wa were n
jml;r team this year than we
wara'laat year, but 8o was
everybody else,” said Osborn.
It 'was a little scary at the
:begitining, but wa hung in
{there and wo were able to pull
it out. It waa very exciting.”

‘Bhamrocks 7th in state
}.: Detroit Catholic Central
:had to replace six players who
Braduated from the 1998
.team, but that didn’t stop it
“from: placing seventh in the
Division I state meet. CC fin-
Jehed with 10 points, one¢
t behind sixth-placo Rochester.
... CC's No. 1 singles player,
‘unssoded sophomore Mike
:Findling, woas making a
strong run at a top-four finish
‘when an injury caused him to
.rotird in the sccond sct of 2
‘third-round match with No. 2
,David Bere of Midland Dow,

", Findling boat seeded play-
_ers Preston Garpar of Grosse
‘pointe South (6-8, 6-3) and
Rachester’s Desmond Early
(6-0, 6-0) in tho first two

‘rounds.
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back.”

Jaffe, who will play tennis at
Emory University in Atlanta
next year, is the first North play-
er to win an individual flight
championship in the stato tour-
nament.

“It was na real convincing victo-
ry," North conch Rick Jones said.
“When you realize how many
renlly fine players there are,
there has to bo a lot of breaks
and some fine tennis. The breaks
have to fall your way, and you
have to take advantage of thoso
things when they do. And he did
that.

“I thought Brad played a very
smart match, especially in the
fina) ngainst Mitehell,

“Brad really showed his expe-
rience and ability to adjust his

gomo during the match, Mitchell .

kept trying to hit bombers, and
Brad changed his strategy and
mixed up his game.”

As a team, the Raiders were
ranked No. 1 in the last coaches
poll, but they could see the hand-
writing on the wall when thoy
got to the state meet.

“When we saw the draw, we
kindn knew we were going to be
fighting far sccond place,” Jonea
said, adding the Raiders were
seeded in four flighta while Oke-
mos was seeded in al seven.

The Chicftains had the poten-
tial to score more pointa Friday
than the Raiders would in the
whole tournament, he added.
Okemos had 20 on the first day
and North had 15, .

“We were strongly in sccond
place at that point, but that's an
awful lot of points to make up in
the finals,” Joncs eaid.

“I'm really proud of the kids.

.We had a great run up there; we

had some exciting tennis, In
some ways, you could say we had
same courngeous tennis.”

That was & reference to North
senior Brandon Finkel, who waa
unseeded at No. 4 singles but
made it all the way to finals
and was the state runner-up,

‘Finkel upset No. 2 Chris Kline
of Portage Narthern in the sec-
ond round and Grand Rapida
Forest Hills Northern's Joe
Hughes, the No. 3 seced, in the
semis before losing to No. 1 Way-
land Ni of Okemos in the finals,

The match with Kline lasts
noarly four hours Friday, and
Finkel had to overcome leg
cramps to eventually win a
three-set ticbreaker.

Then, Finkel had just a half-
hour break before he played his
third match against Grosse
Pointe North's John Edmunds,

*That was huge, because we
didn't anticipate that,” Jones
said, referring to Finkel's win
over Kline. 'You can't expect a
kid to pull an upset like that, but
when he did hoe ended up pulling
four points.for us when all we
could ha:le reasonably expected

wasone” -

North's No. 1 doubles team of
sophomore Jay Berman and
aenior Mark Franke! and tho No.
3 duo of juniors Andrew

Golaszewski and Josh Wool were
sceded first and second, respec-
tively. Each team won its first
two matches and reached the
semifinals.

Borman, who had been side-
linod with strep throat for a
week and didn't practice until
Thursday, and Frankel finished
with a 27-1 record. Golaszewski
and Wool were 21-5.

“(Frankel and Berman) got to
a third set in the heat {in the
somis), and that was probably
the only not-very-good set of ten-
nis those kids played in 28
matches,” Jones said. "I have
reason to believe they're still as
good as anybody in the state.”

Junior Chris Erickson was
seeded fifth at No. 2 singles and
lost to third-sceded Rishi
Narayan of Okemos in the quar-
terfinals,

Sonior Justin Street was
unsceded at No, 3 singlea and
went out in tho socond round,
finishing with a 22-5 record.

“And that was after he lost his
first_three matches,” Jones said.
*In his second match, he drew
the No. 1 seed, Toby Buchhorn of
Mount Pleasant, who was unde-
feated. He had never lost more
than two games in any. set, and
Justin took him to 6-4, 7-6.”

Street, who also wans a stand-
out on the soccer team, is the co-
winner of the Raider Cup, which
gocs annually to the mosat out-
standing sonior athlete, along
with Garry Penta. "

“The thing that marked our
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Horth Farmiugton, 16, . (tla) £a3t Luning and” »
Lafizar ol Grand Repids Forest Hiils Morthom, ..
. Foreet Hulg Central, 12 9, (Vi) Mount Plsgs: |
uskegon Mpona Shores, 7; 13, {tle} Berhley and *
* Portogs Horthem, 6; 15, , 5: 6. (ta} Nontwitla end Waren Mott, 3; 18. {te) '
Flushing and Gosae Polnts North, 2; 20. (tie] Grand Ropids Chwristion and Holly, 0. ‘e
- Wed 3 North Farmington's Bead Joffa (1. 3 400d] — ficst rownd, bye; second
“roumd, 6o, Jared Fllck, Muskegon Mona Shores, B0, 10; quanaring, Gef. Arfan Cheah, v
Mount Plemant, 63, 6.1; scmifindd, def. Todd Townaand {4}, £t Locsing, G2, 76 {2)
. Bl guf. Civis Mitctail (2}, Satioe, 63, 6-1. ‘ . —~4
No. 1 singlee: Farmingion Hanrison's Rynn $hado (0. 3 seed) — first round, bye; aod- -7
Blrrngham Sasholm, 6.3, G-2; quarterfing, 108t 1o - J

scorss: 17 Ohomos, 20; 2.

Vinny Goasain (C), Okemos, 10, 63,80, .
Na, 3 miges: North Furmmington's Chvis Erickscn (0. 5 300d) ~ first round, bye: sec-
+ ond round, def. Rynn Hemts, Forest L 6-1. 63; qu fost ]
10 Rlahd Rarayan (3), Okernos, 63, 25,62, , N .
. K3 . h Famington's Justin Street — fitst round, def. Mol Simms, -
-'Satlne. 8.1, 0-4; second round, 1oxt 1 Toby Buchhom {1), Mowat Plcasant, 0.4, 75. .
Mo, 4 alzgea: North Famiagton's Drancon Finkel — first tound, def. Joel LoBianc, |
5xine. 02, 6-3; socord 1ound, det. Chos Kilne (2], Porugo Northern, 4, 64, 76 (7): _
. ousrtedingl, def. John Eamonds, Grots Pointe Nortd. 76 (01, 641 somifina), def, Jo¢ ]
Hughea (3), Grend Rapids Foreat Kitis tiothom, 63, B-1: N, Joxt 10 Waytand NI, Ok ™=
‘o mos,82,6L e - o R
" "No. 1 doubles: North Farmington's Jay Berman and Mark. Fransol {No. 1 poed) — k.

' Found, Dye; #econd round, def. Jason Henevald 1ch Dennett, Mushegun Iona Shcsps, &
|2, 15; quortarfinal, def, King Brook, Portago Horthem, G4, 60; senfinal, fost to Mar-
‘cof #cDonaic-Matt Young. Grand Rapids Forest Hills Northern, 76(7), 08, 6-4.
No. 2 doubles: North Farmiogton's Biady Dwyes Gooff Streit'— fiist round. dutt to |
Mikg Refter.Bon tg, Deavbom, 62, 74 {41, 60. ‘
No. 3 doubles: Hocth Farmington's Anrew Colaszewekiiath Wool {1k, 2 38ed) -
= first rourdt, byw: 3e<ond round, Oed. Chits Tumer Kevin Ferguson, Dearbom, B3, 03; quars
L tetfiasd, def. Jason King-Rysn Konwinskl, Fortege Central, 60, 1 semifinal, st to
Andy VanHaren Sean Barak, Grand Ropios Forext Hills Central, 64,84, * ° -~ R

_the tournament, were dressed
and out there to warm up theip
teammates, .

“For them to do that speaks
volumes nbout what this team i3
about. That was one of th
things that made the weckend
for me.” .

team all senson was grent cama-
raderie and chemistry,” Jones
seid. *I don't know if success
breeds that or having success is
because of that,

“We had to be on the courts
real early Snturday morning to
warm up. All the kids, even the
ones who lost and were out of



