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raduates of Farmington's
throo high achacls were

A urged Sunday to go out

into the world and leave a lega-

cy. .

Cnt.hy Woebb, president of the
Fi Board of Ed
gave specches to the graduating
classcs of Farmington, Harrisan
and North high schoola during
three soparate commencement

from page Al

and (the) rehob home I learned &
little bit about it,” Garr, 18, said
Friday. “And I want to give back
to aociety the help that I

received.”

Garr miraculously rebounded
from the closed-hend injury sua-
tained July 23, 1897, at the
Farmington Glen Aquatic Center
in Farmington. That day, while
Garr was baby-sitting children
at poolside, a heavy tree branch
inexplicably broke and struck
her on the head.

Garr nearly died. But life-
guards Laurs Hryezyk and
Me l}i{a sn
McKa
stepped ig; - M Next up for
with ‘Cf’i Garr, who [s
un
paramedics promoting
arrived. tho impor-

h’l‘ hen, tance of

she spent  donating
several

weeks in o DI0Od to m
¢ o,m 8 American

efore RedCross, s
beginning
her rocov- @ blood drive
gry ot S'i; In August and

o8epPl  anappear

anco at the
Farmington
Rehabilite-  Founders
i Uni
tion Uni® Fostivalin
Arbor. July.

Melissa,
the daugh- -~
tor of
Susan
Garr and
Lt. Mike Garr of the Farmington
Hills Fire Dopartment, started
improving around September
1997, not too long after 500
friends and community members
attended a tribute concert at
Heritage Park.

Those gains - fostered by the
physical therapists’ efforts -
enabled her to leave the hospital
and subsequently rejoin her
clnssmates at Farmington High,
in early 1998. In between waa a
short stint at the Rainbow Reha-
bilitation Center in Farmington.

Getting from that point to
graduation day wasan’t easy,
either, Garr is grateful for the
help of FHS administrators and
faculty. “Without them, I would-
n't be doing this.”

In order to catch up on courses
missed during her prolonged
absence, Garr did work last sum-
mer and after school during the
year, not to mention a couple of
correspondence classes.

About being able to graduate,
the teen was ecstatic, “It's won-
derful that this day actually
camo true,”

Next up for Garr, who ia pro-
moting the importance of donat-
ing blood to the American Red
Cross, ia a blood drive in August
and an appearance at the Farm-
ington Foundera Fostival in

uly,

For the festival, she will turn
pages at the piano for hor moth-
or during & porformance of the
Farmington Community Chorus.

This fall, Garr hopes to begin
her career queat with classea at
Oakland Commanity College-
Orchard Ridge campus in Farm-
ington Hills,

Grads ;.

poge Al

cation, whose prn!idnnt_gn_tlly/

- -.Wghb later made remarks.

Vaocal solections for the after-
noon were offered by Lindaey
Dyrkosz, Ashely Weber, Kim
Yodor and tho Madrigat Choir,
directed by Evelyn Schuctte.

Diplomas were presented by
school board member Jack Inch
and Frank Reid.

For a list of the grnduates and
more photographs of the gradua-
tion, please turn to page A10.

S

exarciset at the Compuware
S&am Arena in Plymouth Town-
ehip,

She talked about how an
author recently interviewed mul-
titudes of people in the twilight
of their lives and asked them if
there was something thoy could
chango if given tho cpportunity
to do 8o,

*Well,” aaid Webb, “"they
wished they had taken more
time to truly live their lives, to
refloct on the big picture, the

spiritual
aspect  of
their life.
‘They wished
they had
beon more
courageous,
to have taken
morerisks” |
Wobb aaid -
the author's
interview
subjects, “no
matter how

successful or unsuccesafui they
thought they were, ... expressed
a hunger to leave a legacy. They
wished they could have mads a
difference. Each of you has at
least the next 60 or 60 years to
do what the people interviowed
in tho book wished they had
done.” .

Graduates listened ne Webb
offered some tips toward leaving
that legacy.

“As you sot now goals, conaider
- first sotting your priorities

Message to 1999 grads: Leave the world a legacy

around fulfillment and value and
success will aurcly follow.”
Earlier jn her speech, Webb
asked the graduates to “reflect
back” on their high school
carcers, about imp teach-

(A3 .

betterment of humankind by ..
inapiring their students and -
helping them fulfill their own
potential.”
Webb also thanked parents of

d “for their d

ere, administrators or events
that helped them grow as people.

“Your memories of teachers
and administrators you'll
remember for the rest of your
life,” the board president contin-
ued, “Through their contribution
to others, educators promote the

nary love and support of the
chil »

To the grads, she noted how
their parents "are and always
will be your most important’
teacher.” )

(Hurry in, while the

deCk is stacked in your favor!)

.

Gift Certificates

Complimentary Sliver Gift Box

‘Men’s Clothing & Shoe
Clearance

20-25% off”

suits, sport coats, blazers,
tailored trousers and shoes

*Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

— Jacobsons

Birmingham e (248) 644-6900 Livonia ¢ (734) §91-7696 Rochester ¢ (248) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Jacobson's Charge
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