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thoso el plus and
ing, and served thu community woll,”

Predecessor

‘According to current 47th District Judge Frod
Harris, his pmdeccnaor on tho bench “always had
that twinkle in his oyo. Ho'd regalo you for hours
with Irish stories and Irish folklore. Just a bril-
liant man.”

Harris also snid ho is forever indebted to Hand,
whom ho was appointed to succeed shortly follow-"
igg tho latter’s retirement in May 1988. Michigan
Gov. Jim Blanchard appointed Harris, having been
recommended by Hand. “I owe my job as judge to
Michael Hand.”

Farmington City Manager Frank Lnuhoﬂ” mot
Judgo Hand when he arrived in town in 1974. *1
remember an extremely brilliant judge. He was

part of the community and cared about the people
and law enforcement, You always knew when you
walked into court he would do right and be fair.”
Lauhoff deacribed Hand as “charismatic and
brilliant. You didn't worry going into court when
ha was the judge.”
. Hartsock said he'd sea Hand on occasion at '.hu
Huron River Hunting and Fighing Club, a private
club on Farmington Road. But in recent months,
“It was kind of sad, because he waa fnﬂing in
health.”
Arnold Campbell, city councilman during the
final six years of the judzon WHum enid Hnnd nnd

A fair judge

. "In our dealings,
ho was always a
fair and amenablo
judge,” Campboll
said Monday. “He
looked for theo
fairest resolution
to concerns.”

That moant
being mindful of
the law but at the
same time taking a
closer look fmm

Charl

47th District Judgo 8

ran that place” in the early years, Hand was the
firat judge elected to tho court, with his tenure
beginning Jan. 1, 1869.
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the reaid
point-of-view.

One  sconario
offered by Camp-
bell was how to handle a citizon's lawsuit for a zon-
ing variance “they didn't agree with, He was
always.an advocata for residents.”

Hand’s print on the Farmington-Farmington
Hills area xoou back decades, beginning with his
move to a Farmington home in 1857, -

The late Judge Michael Hand is pictured here
during a press conference in the late 1970s at Farmmgtan City
Hall.

Kiefer, in the capacity of trial

In. 1964, Hand was elected’ it icipal
judgo for dm city of Farmington, followed up with
clection in 1966 to municipal judge. Then, in 1968,
he was voted in to lead the new 47th District
Court, taking the oath on the first day of 1969, He
served there until his retirement in May 1989,
Irish humor

Another 6l ¢ of the Toronto-born Hand'a
makeup was his penchant for Irish humor - specif-
ically St. Patrick’s Day, Campbell said,

“He waa one for a quick joke,” said Campbell,
who was first el to the council in 1984. “St.
Patty’s Day was a big doy for him, too.

After coming to the United States i in 1924, Hand
attended Gesu Parochial School and University of
Detroit High School. While at the U-D, he received
:Ivery major Apmln'ng award given by that inatitu-

on.

Time was spent honoring America. Hend
entered the Army in July 1841 and achioved the
rank of licutenant colonsl with the Army Air
Force, which he leR in 1946, While in service, he
was the adjutant general and inspector general of
tho 314 Bomb Wing,

Trial lawyer
Upon returning to civilian life, Hand graduated

from the U-D Law School and joined the law firm
of Monoaghan, Hart and Crawmer. From.1950-69,

' he was senfor partner of Hand, Sullivan, Hull and
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Offers cxpire June 13, 1999, We mserve the right 1o bmit quardites

awyer. 1
One highlight of his later :el:vu;:::;awm

years tock place Oct. 13,

1975, when both houses of the b at 11 a.m.

Michigan [Agmlntum honored Fﬂday at Our

him with a for dis- of Sor-

tinguished public service. Lady of So
And jus: tll‘l fo}wdyem ago, o FOWS

portrait of the judge was com- { P

missioned and completed. gm::'

*It's hangiog in tho court.
room I eit in, which was
Judge Hand's courtroom,”
said 47th District Judge Harris, adding that many
people from the court contdbuted money toward
doing tho portrait.

Besides wifo Eileen A, Hnnd survivors includo
six childron: Patricia Michnud (Douglas); Sheila
Gordner (Gary); Mary Kay Landsberg (Jim);
Michnel Hnnd. Jr. (Lnurn), Eileen Doyln {Peter);
siater, Mary C and 20 He
also was father to the lata Kevin and brother to
Frank Hand, also deceased.

Visitation is'today from noon to 8 p.m. at tho
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home, 23720 Farming-
ton Road in Farmington,

After the funeral sorvico ot Our Lady of Sorrows,
presided over by Msgr. Waltet Hurley. burml will
bo at Holy Ci

A ucnptum service is also nchaduled for 7:30
° p.m. today (June 10}, at the funcral home.

Those wishing to make memarials in Hand’s
name are asked to send them to the Jesuit’s, 7303
W. Seven Mile in Detrait or to Copuchin's Soup
Kitchen, 1740 Mt. Ellott in Detroit,
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