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Generous

.
:BY GEORGE DILA
“BPECIAL WRITER -

Panayote Stassinopoulos
:relaxes in the corner booth of
his restaurant, stirring cream
into a cup of coffee. It is 3 pm.,

-'the quiet time between lunch’
and dinner. There is time to
. talk, to reminisce, to reflect.
. Many yecars ago Stassinopou-
'los Americanized his first namo
.to “Pote,” but his accent gives
.away his Mediterrancan roota.
-His face, rugged and open, and
.hands, strong and knotty, could
‘be the face and hands of a
‘farmor, Whan he was a boy,
:Pete lived on a farm ncar Kala-
~mata, the town in Greeco that
gave its name to the prime
olives produced in that region of
the Peloponnese.

Stasasinopoulos has earned
.anonymous fame. Throngs of
:people know what he does, but
-very few people know who he is.

or the rocord, Poto
Stassinopoulos is the King of
Coneya.

Twonty-five years ngo he
‘opened a Coney joint in South-
ficld. Today, there are 13 loca-

* tions, most of them called Leo's
Coney Island.

“Some people tell me that
when they come back from out-
of-town, on their way home from
the airport, they stop here for a
Coney and a saled,” said
Stassinopoulos shaking his head
as if even ho is astonished at
the ardor. “Before they cven go
homel”

In 1960 Stanssinopouloa left
hia family farm and immigrated
to Montreal. He worked as a
dishwasher, then at a factory
making women’s stockings.
Later, he moved to Windsor and
got a job on the Chrysler assem-
bly line. He lived frugally, and
saved his money.

In 1966 he met a young
Grock woman, Esther Com-
mons, at a church dance in
Detroit. In 1968 they married.
Peto took a job as a cook at the
American Coney Island at
Northtand Center. After three
years he and Esther decided it
waa time to have a business of
. their own, Using $25,000 saved
-from his Chrysler job, and n

an with their house as collat-

" Hours: All locallnns are open 7 a m. to 10 p.m. Mondsy-Saturday;
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday.
Menu: Soups and salads, , Greek
shish kebob, Mcussaka, spinach and cheese ple, burgers, breakfast
speclals, and ometots. Children's menu avallable.

Restaurant locatlons
Farmington Coney Island and Souviakl
30985 Orchard Lake Road {between 13 and 14 Mile roads),
Farmington Hills, (248} 626-9732 B}

Lao’s Conoy Island iocatlons -

(248) 68468

553-2360

{248) 680-0099

5220

B 1235 S. University, Ann Arbor, (734) 9300084 openlng saon
+ $ 154 S. Woodward, Blrmingham, (248) 540-8780
®6527 Telegraph {at Maple Road), Bloomfleld Township,

1735 Cnnwn Center, Canton Townshlp, {734) 981-5483
W 26540 Ford, Dearborn Heights, (313} 724-8;
M 37580 W, 12 Mile Road (at Halsted), Farmington Hills, {248)

W Laurel Park Mall, Livonla, {734} 4620121

@ 15131 Sheldon, Plymouth, (734) 254-0663

#3999 Center Polnt Parkway, Pontiac, (248) 335-3303
W 841 E, Blg Beaver at Rochester Road. Troy

W 4763 Heggerty, at Pontlac Trall, West Bloumﬂeld, (348) 669-
2295

Southflold Coney Isiand and Souviak]
15647 W, Nine Mile Road, at Greenfield, Southfield, (248) 569-

182

oral, they oponed the 60-seat
Southfield Conoy Island at

Southfield and 12 Mile roads, -

but had no visiona of grandeur.
Like many immigrants who
open businesses, their only goal
was to provide for their family,

Peto and Esther worked side-
by-sido, he as cook, she as
cashier and hostess, Their
menu had all the usual fare —
conays, loose burgers, frics. But
Pete was an innovator,

“Before, only botter restau-

rants like in Grecktown had
Greek salads, No coney places.
So I had Gmek salads. We were
the first.”

On opening day they sold two
Greek salads. Soon it was
dozons, Greek snlads put the
Southfield Conay Island on the
gasliSucmric map.

“Now everybody has Greek
salads,” Peto says. “But we were
first.”

Since then they've opened or
purchased 12 restaurants. In
1980, Pete's younger brother
Leo came to.America and got
involved in the business,

His formula for success has
remained the same — long

WHAT'S COOKING

:Send itens for consideration in
hat's Cooking to Kecly Wygo-
ik, Entertainment Editor,
bserver & Eccentrie Newspa-
era, Inc,, 36261 Schoolcraft,
ivonia, MI 48150, fax (248) 591-
279, or c-mail kwygonik®
homecomm.net
's summer; and we're looking
- suggestions for restaurants to
“féature on our Dining page. If
you have a garden, or an intercst-
& outdoor sctting, let us know.
-Also, be sure to let us know about
lghnivercaries, menu changes,
nd specials.
Send us your Father's Day
fnenua as soon as possible.
. mCARu'ON, DEARBORN
1. Beer Lover's Barbecue, 6:30
p.m. reception, 7 p.m. dinncr,
. Thursday, June 17, Coat $90 per
person, call (313) 441-2100 for
. teservations, information.
THE LARK
Shore dinner, 7 p.m. Monday
and Tucsday, June 28-29. Cost
$86 per person, call (248) 661-
4466.

Wama Wia

Banquet Facilitles Available

EVERY
TIURSDAY, FRIDAY &

BUDDY'S RESTAURANT AND PIZZA

Between now and July 4 visit
any Buddy's location and enter
their drawing to win a family
vacation to Disney World plus
other prizes. On Monday, June
21 a portion of aales from all
Buddy's locations will go to the
1999 Old Newsboys’ Geodfellow
Fund. Between 3-6 Tuecsday,
June 22, Buddy's will roll back
prizes to 1946, the year it all
began. Large pizzas with cheese
and one topping will be $3 at all
Buddy’s locations (table service
only, limit 2 pizzas per table).

There are 6 Buddy’s restau-
rants in metro Detroit, two take-
outs and one take-out/cafe loca-
tion throughout metro Detroit.
CAP[TAL GRILLE

Open on Father's Day, June 20,
from 6-9 p.m. Gift certificates
can be purchased at The Capital
Grille in Someraet Collection-
North, 2800 W. Big Beaver Road,
or call (248) 648-6300. Gift cer-
tificates also available.

DINNER FOR 2:

HOICE OF:

'ROD. TELDERLOM STEAK
e of t6ssed silad. p:m;n i

1 entree
| Wi o-mpon Offcr Good Monday-F

or

* Not Good With Any Other ()m-n
Coupon cxplres June 30, 1090,

SATUTDAY OLDIES MUSIC

Now Appearing...Lire .
THE SHOWCASEMEN,

FASIION SHOW
dey

Starting i Noon

hours of hard work, hands-on
management, high quality food,
and good service,

And those salads! Regular
customers become almost
addicted to them. The salad
dressing is Pate’s secrot recipe,
Bachar Ayoub, a partner with
Pato in the West Bloomfield
Leo's Concy Island, thinks Peto
i successful because of the way
he treata his employees and cus-
tomers,

“He is very genorous, and very
helpful to people from tho old
country, or peoplo who need a
new start,” Ayoub said, “And he
gives customers more for their
money - Better ingredients, and
bigger portiona.”

Stassinopoulos, now nearly
65, still works every day at the
Farmington Coney Island, the
chain's busiest restaurant. He
does a little of everything, help-
ing cooks during big rushes, tak-
ing carryout orders, working the
register,

“My father is trying to cut
back, but he always seems to be
here,” Baid his daughter Chris
who helps manage the Farm-
ington restaurant.

Coney king: Panayote “Petz" Stassinopoulos opened a coney island restaurant in

Southfield 25 years ago., His concys and

Greek salads are a customer favorite at

Farmington Coney Island and Souvlaki, and the other restaurants he owns.

On occasion, Eather can atill
be found behind the register,
Leo devotes himaelf mainly to
management responaibilities,
Chris, a graduate engineer who
worked at Detroit Diesel for
four years, gave up her career to
work in the family business. A
son, John, is a partner in a more
upseale Greek restaurant in

West Bloomfield. The rest of
Pete and Esther’s five children
pursued other interests.

.How big does Pete want Leo's
Coney Island Lo get?

“Maybe we open more stores,”
he says. “We look. But I say
don't go teo fast. Tanke time.
Don't go n hundred miles-an-

hour.”

By following his own brand of
philesophy, taking it slow and
easy, working hard and long
hours, taking care of his people
and keeping the quality high,
Pete Stassinopoulos has become
the metro Detroit area’s King of
Cangys.
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RESS BARN

DRESS BARN WOMAN PRICE!

Also at Dress Barn Womamn/!

For a store near you visit www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064 8:30 am to 5:00 pm EST, M-F
S SLIGHTLY HIGHER. MOST STORES OPEN 7 DAYS, 8 NIGHTS. MAJOR CREDI CARDS ACCEPTED. SALE ENDS 6/35/99. Sm-




