Sunday
Juno 13, 1999
T

Remember: Don’t forget
today, June 14, is Flag .
Day.

Vote: And don’t forget to -
vote in today’s Farming-
ton Public Schools elec-
tion.

Agenda: A public hearing
is scheduled on the pro-
posed 1999-00 city bud-
get. The city council also
will consider adoption of
an ordinance requiring
kids under 16 years of age
to wear helmets when
bicycling, skateboarding
or inline skating. The
meeting is at 7:30 p.m. in
council chambers in city
hall, 31555 11 Mile,

; TUESDAY
Meet: The Farmington

Board of Education will
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the
Lewis Schulman Admin-
istrative Center, 32500
Shiawassee. A district-
_wide computer bid
considered: -

will be
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Arena floor
damaged
with cracks

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

loconnor@oe.homocomm.net

Farmington Hilla Ice Arena is showing

cracks but not the kind a Zamboni can
smooth over.

- Concrete has split and heaved in an area
housing the ice resurfacing machine. An
uninsulated pipo elbow that feeds coolant
to one of the arena's two rinks has also
resulted in floor dnmnge.

Neither of the two rinks’ cold floors have
been affeeted.

During the past two yenrs, tho arena
floor has sustained cracks and ripples that
have caused safety concerns and affected
operations, city officials aaid.

City officials are checking to sce if the
original contractors are to blame, If so,
they want them to pick up repair costa,

The 72,000-square-foot ice facility opened
in 1895, ’

On May 24, Farmington Hills City Coun.
cil authorized $15,682 to bo spent on con-
erete repaira. Work has already started..

*It's coming nlong right on schedule,”
said Al Strasser, Farmington Hilla Ica
Arena manager. *We expect to have both
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Wanted: You
ons on

Your

cultural arts

] and activities.
BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
loconnor@oe.bomocomm.net

Farmington area arts devotces want
to make sure culture is not just a club
but a community-wide cxpression.

That is why Farmington and Farm.
ington Hills residents are being asked
to fill out and return a mail survey.
The page, 22 -questi i
naire ia hitting mailboxes this week,

A committee drafling a culturn] arts
master plan is seeking to include what
residents expect or want to see in
terms of programs and events,

The survey is being mailed to 6,300
houscholds in Farmington. At least
31,000 Farmington Hills homes will

Be ready to be asked questions about cultural
arts in Farmington Hills. A committee that is
drafting a cultural arts master plan wants to

§ know what you want or expect in programs

get the Q&A as part of tho city’s
June/July Focus nowslotter,

Pcoplo aro asked to answer and mail
back the survey within two weeks.
Return postage is provided.

At the very least, organizers need a
20-30 percent return on the survey to
accurately gauge opinion.

“We'd love to get a hundred percent
roturn,” said Sally LePla-Perry, who ia
helping with cultural arts planning.
*It'a very important for them to roturn
tho surveys.

“The people on the committee want
to make sure the cultural arts maater
plan reflects the needs and desires of
the entire community.” )

Plense see ARTS, A5

Tax rate holds steady

BY TIM SMITH
BTAF? WRITER
tamith@oo.hemecomm.net

Far nearly 20 years, Farmington city
officials have performed a municipal
magic trick of sorts. Thoy'vo kept the
property tax rate steady while main-
taining a top lovel of services.

This year, that trick continues, with
the just-npproved $9.4 million budget
D, Farming-
tofi City Mana
proud of.

“We'ro happy we're able to maintain
the same millage rate this ycar,” anid
Lauhoff, referring to the total of 15.16
mills, including 10.66 mills for opera-
tions, The latter is for essentinl ser-
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and trash pickup.

At the same time, *nothing has been
reduced” in the way of those services,
he added,

Lauhoff pointed to a bar graph in the
summary budget, which illuatrated
that the operating tax rate has hardly
moved since 1980, whcn~it_\vﬁg_vlq,5§‘w

— .

Since then, it has wavered - but only
alightly — between 10.05 (in 1950-1993)
and 10.76 (1984-1986; 1998, 1999).

The total tax rate has increased from
11.25 mills in 1980 to 16.16 mills this

vices such as police and fire
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Putting you In touch
with your world

Qood luck: Ric(liy

'
Principal Rande Horn.

Editor's noto: We contintc our
‘graduation coverage today with
" Harrison High School, followed by
. North Farmington on Thursday,
- June 17. Plcase turn to page.D8 for
more photographs and a list of
&radugtes. R .
What could be better than having
Bob Dylan's “Forever Young™ closslc
as o class song,

. Harrison High School’s 1999
graduating clnag definitely was full
f ism na d their

Bry;:nt has @ handshake
o

Grads say goodbye |

and a hug for

puware Sports Arena in Plymouth .
Township. i .
<. The afterncon program began
- with’a processional to the “Crown
+: Imperiel March™ performed by the
high schoal’s symphony ‘band and
~orchestra, directed by Mark
Phillips.” G
Greetingn and introduction was
offered by Superintendent Bob
Maxfield, followed by vocal selec-
tions by the combined schoal choirs.
Amy Lindgren, class president,

o
diplomas Sunday, June 6, at Cam-

Ploase sce GRADS, Ab

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAF? WRITER
loconnor@oe.homecomm.nat

What Keith Deacon carried in
stature at 6-foot-4 and 240 pounds,
he matched with the ebility to get
his point across.

Hia ondless work is aymbolized by
the dedication of the Keith Deacon
Memorial Highway, which is the

BYAT? PoTo Bf BOL Broxey

Remembering: Lois Deacor: stands next to the sign that
designates M-5 as the Keith Deacon Memorial Highway.
.

Deacon honored in
highway dedication

recently refurbished M-6 inter-
change from Grand River to 10 Mile.

On Wednesday, city and state
road officials joined Deacon’s family
members during an official ribbon-
cutting ceremony, The dedication
took placo at the corner of Grand
River and the M-5 off ramp, the site
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PlayScape:
Food for help

B\’A'lr"m SMITH
tamithQoc.homecomm.net

As the “Kids World” PlayScape
grows, so will volunteers — to be fed
morning, noon and night by Farming-
ton restaurants and bakeries,

The meala will be provided, free of
charge, to the volunteers during the
“Community Build Weckend,” Satur-
dny-Sunday, June 19-20, said

] i Nancy

On that weekend, three groups of 15
individuals, with construction skills,
are needed to assemble and install
cquipment.

“It gives voluntcers a nice perk while
they give their time to the playscape,”
said Tashman, adding that more volun-
teers aro sorely needed. (Call 248-474-
5500)

And the donating eateries also stand
to gain some public relations points,
“because they're helping with a
tremendous community project,” she
added.

Following is the meal donation
scl;cdu]e for “Community Build Week-
end™;

@ Breakfast, both June 18 and June
20, by Panera Bread and Starbucks
Colfee.

B Lunch, June 19, Dagwood's Deli;
June 20, Big Apple Bagel.

B Dinner, June 19, cookout at Shi-
awassce Park; June 20, Marco’s restau-
rant.

The Farmington Bakery will supply
cookies for both days, while Kroger is

: i
Ciap If you love playscapes:
Bridget, Colleen and Kevin
Coleman, David and Driscoll .
Lilley, Brenna and Jennifer
Barron, Rhyan Wengorovius,
and Carly Tashman and mom
Nancy Tashman are looking
for volunteers to help build the
PlayScape. )

donating gift certificates for the Satur.
day night cookout.

Meanwhile, there won't be free meals
for volunteers helping put up pickets ar
complete landscaping, on Sunday-Mon-
day, June 27-28, But the Farmington
Bakery again will donate cookies, and
other snacka will be available.

*We're real supportive of any (pro:
Jject) ... that helps benefit the children,”
said Farmington Bakery co-owner Jefl

Pleasc sce HELP, A5

Voters head to polls to elect two school trustees

BY T4 SMITR
STAIY WRITIR
Umlith@oe.homecominnet

‘Tomotrow, voters will ro-clect Lindn Enberg to'a
four-year stint on the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion and decide between incumbent Gary Sharp and
challenger Melody Jaske for n one-yenr term.

Enberg, first elected in 1885, ia a nurse who also
holds a master's degree in business, Her wide-rang-

MONDAY, JUNE 14

appointed.

ing civic career includes a variety of dutica with
Farmington Familiea in Action.

Bath Sharp and Jaske are vying for the final year
of the term vacated last yoar by Joe Svoke.

Shortly after Svoke's resignation, Sharp was

a Flanders

groups euch as Fnrmix;nm.on Arcn PTA Council and
N o tnc

The attorney's two children attend the

Highmeadow Common Campus,
It's the second school board bid for Jaske, parent of

Elementary School student and active in

Hills C

the
Children, Y

ar

on
‘outh and Familics. :
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