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Qhallengers upset incumbents in Clarenceville board race :

BTAFY WRITER
mchestnoy@oehomocomm.net

Two challengera, Kirsten
Galka and Sharon Simpson,

swopt past incumbents to claim
the most votes in the two school
districts serving Livonia.

n. Clarenceville Public
Schogls, where Simpson unsecat~
ed}ipgumbent Ronald Silye to
‘wip b four-year term, reaidents

two tax

.76 milla to 2 mills,

By n closar 53 porcent to 47
percent vote, residents agreed to
extend the current 2004 tax
oxpiration date four years, to
2008,

*Wo can now stick with our
game plan,” Tattan said. “We'll
be able to do more projects soon-
or. It's & positive financinl plan
for the district.”

On June 24 tho Clarencoville

nlgo

thi xtwlll generate $660,000 a
" year in building fix-up money for
th -ahool district 'until the year
20!

(:Lq;enmvnlla includes a gouth-

Afiér three losses at the poll.u
and on her fourth try, Galka
hed past § Fra,
Kdkenakes to win a four-year
tetm on the Livonln Board of
Edugation.

will serve another l‘nur-ynar
term on the Livonia board,

*Some supporters have stuck
with ma for four years,” Galka
safd Tueaday. “Why? They know
I'can make a difference, that I
will talk about isaues,

*They are relying on me. They
.are concerned that school board
meetings aro too staged, with
bardly any questions asked. We
need a bit more dmluxuo. T'll not
be a rubber stamp.”
~ The Livonia race brought

. 4,766 voters to the polls Monday,
nenrly 6 percent of the 80,834
registered voters in the city.

The total vote count is as fol-
lows: Galka, 1,933, or nearly 23
percent; Kokennkes, 1,910, or
about 22 percent; Larry Naser,
1,731, or 20. percent; Karen
Egan, 1,660, or 19 percent; and
Kevin Whitehead, 1,174, or near-
iy 14 percent. |

The actual vote count waa not
known until Tuesday murnlng,

as 21 ballots at one precinct got

mlaplnccd Monday night. How- .

evey, Livonia'a five candidates

i who the two winners were
Morlday night, since the 21 votes
wotdd not have changed the first
or gpcond place standing of the
twoktop vote getters.

In Clarenceville, on her first
try Jor n school board seat, Simp—
sonswon 283 votes, surpassing
!he 247 votes gnrnercd by
bent Matthew B
wlw aleo won a four-year term,

ith 165 votes, Ronald Silye
cnmo in third, and lost a seat on
Clarenceville's board.

S{mpson, president of the
Fribnds of Grandview for the
last two years, got support from
both her home school and Bots-
ford, the second elementary in
the district.

“I was pleascd to sce that,”
said Simpson. *I knew 1 had sup-
port at. Grandview; I was happy
to sce Botsford parents voted for
me, too,”

With her win, Simpson said
she also brings a mother’s view
to the board, which in the last
year has been made up of seven
fathers.

Clarenceville Superintendent
Tom Tattan viewed successful
passage of the two tax questions
with “tremendous relief.”

‘With 58 percent voters saying .

yes, residenta agreed to hike the
current “sinking fund® tax from
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the $680,000 genern!.ed in 1999-
2000 from the “sinking. fund”
should ba spent,

’nw top four priorities he cited

8 Install socurity lighting on
achool buildings, parking lota
and park-playground areas. *“We
have some lighting, but it’s dull,”
Tattan said. Simpson said the

ia expected to ease traffic-safety

.F aish replaci 4 in new lighting will help thwart
Clarencevilie Middle School. vandalism,
® Start work on the Grand- M Replace boilers at
. view Elementary bus loop, which ~ Clarencevillo High School.

A fifth pmject pnvmu:ly pm-
the

concerns in the school parki

posed, r

lot.

Elementary parking lot, will be

delnyed until the ity repairs o
water line, Tattan said.

In Livonis, Galka said she
hopes to keep the momentum
going to lower class size.

She said she fears the cost of
reinstating instrumental music
will reduce money being set
aside to lower clnas size.

“I don’t want that to keep the
district from purasuing smalier
claas sizes,” ahe snid.

Galka also said ehe has fielded
numerous phone calls from

_juSt what Dad needs.

Garfield parents who opposc &'
four-room nddition on the achool; "
She eaid she might nsk fellow,
trustees to rcopen talks on t.bu
issue. !
*I know I can’t contro) six peq#;
ple,” ehe said. “My goal is to be
fact finder, work with othey !
board members, I don't want to:;
disagree all the time. I'm not
there to take things apart.” N
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