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| Pohtlcs dilute
! research money
offered a revealing insight into the

A waorkings of tho political process.

Ani it provided tolling evidence of why

public expenditures allocated by tho legis-
\ Iatirre 50 often waste taxpayer money, Bnck in the early 1980!1 I was appoinmd a
\ b‘ part of the overall $1.5 billion-plus of Gov. Bl

8 0 news item it got buried, but it

Bike helmet law clashes head on
with freedom to raise our children

D

uring the last six weeks
gince tho Farmington
Hills City Council revived
the dead and buried mandatery
helmet law for everyone under 16
cvarywhero while riding their

 appropriation for atate universitics that on the Future of Higher Educntiun.

' received legislative approval last week, chaired by legéndary former MSU presi-

1 _spending $50 million on basic research dent John Hannah. This was when times
intb the lifo sciences is peanuts, But Sens.  Were tough and funding for Michigan PUb-
Jolin Schwarz, R-Battle Creck, and Harry  lic universities had suffered.

Gast, R-St. Joseph, wanted to promote a 1 suggested something called the

“Jife sciences corridor” where medical Rescarch Excellence Fund, a pot of money
research could both save lives and provide  desigued to be doled out to atate universi-
hlgh tech jobs for Michigan. tiea in proportion to their demonstrated

* - The original idea was to target threeof  ability to carry out funded research. Asa
the atate’s 16 public ities — U-M, ical matter, this would have focused
MSU and Wayne State — together with the lion's share of extra money on state's
the new Van Andel Research Institute in  * four main research universities: U-M,
Gmnd Rapids with money for research MSU, Wayno State and Michigan Tech,

aupport. Tho commission agreed with tho idea
e idea made good sense: Focua the and mnde ita Pm of the final NP‘“’&
‘spending on tho place whers it’s most like- B} d tho 1 and Bent

it to the legislature,

Guess what? Legislative politics took
over. First, lawmakers argued that it
would lock “bad” if only a few universities
got the bulk of the extra funding. Next,
individual reps and senators started plwh-
ing for their own schools. The final out-
come was & Research Excellence Fund that
was watered down beyond all recognition.
U-M, MSU, W8U and MTU got some extra
money, but a lot of it went to a lot of other

ities that had no'parhculnr history
of carrying out research!

In other words, a lot of the money got
wasted, Most effective busineas executives
say a key part of good management is
alwaya to focus scarce resources where
they can do the most good and not to scat-
ter them hither and thither, But that’s
business thinking, which takes placé in an
environment where resources are scarce
and bottom line results are all-important,

That's hardly the way the political sys-
tem does business. And that's why so
many folks are so deeply suspicious of tha
political process as a way ofnllocaﬁng
scarce public resources,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown

1y to get a good return. That meant con- |
centrating funds on the universitiea with
an established track record in research.
The U-M is the top public research univer-
sity in the country, with a research budget
of $360 million in 1997. At $146 million,
MSU ranks second in the state, while
Wayne at $87 million ranks third.

Enter, however, legislative politics,
which in practice means delivering pork
for'the locals before bot.hermg wxlh concen-
trated i Many 1 thin]
it’s'their job to represent the university in
Lhmr district, while othera want to grab
aupport for their alma mater. For example,
Huuse Speaker Chuck Perricone, who rep-
resents Kalamazoo (where Western Michi-
gan University is located) objected to the
tight focus of the proposed rescarch corri-
dor. “The corridor is teo narrow,” snid Per-
ricone.

Sa the original idea was watered dnwn
Thé appropriation is still for $50 million.
But instead of tightly focused support for |
life science rescarch at three state
resparch universities, a 14-member com-
misgsion will be appointed to decide which
research projects deserve smte funding
and report ly to tho legis) o C
its work. Supposedly. individual legisla- ny that owns this newspaper. He welcomes
tors will have no direct say in which pro-  your comments, either by voice mail at
jects are funded. (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail: at

Hynu believe that, I've got a nice bridge ppower@oconline.com
I'm willing to sell you. It was ever thus, .

Network Inc., the compa-

bikes, sk ds and in-line -
skates, there has been a lot of
djscussion concerning what is
best. We think that is great.

GUEST COLUMNIST

. riders were wearing helmets.

requires this law.

W More than 98 percent of
deaths on bikes in America in
1997 and 1898 were caused by
cars and trucks. Most of these

A
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® Any impact with & car or
truck at nearly any speed moro -
than 6 mph (much less 70 mph) -
will kill the biker, skateboarder

S

families without interference, Yet
the council plods on with more
meaninglesa regulation. Simply
ask yourself why they won’t just
put this proposal on a citywide
ballot for a vote. They will not tell
us.

What it’s all about

‘What this debate is all about is
freedom. Admittedly, thisisa
small issue in a small town. How-
ever, it is just another piece of
the puzzle in this experiment
called American freedom,

. Last month our mayor referred
to these ideas of freedom as old
and tired. While I agree that they
have been around for a long time,
they are very much alive, well
and burning in the hearts of
those who wish they have what
we have.

‘The latest idea from city coun-
cil is to charge our kids with a
civil infraction for not wearing a
helmet. You, as their parent, will

Some have referred to parents T or in~lina nknuzr. with or withoat .3
who dared to handle their own 3
families, irresponsible parenta. I ROBERT JGRISAN B 42,000 peoplo die cach ycnr K
Some have referred to the city while riding in cars and
council as the typical left wing be required to appear before,an ® Bike riding deaths are onc ur
elite who want to govern every * Qakland County probate judge the lowest causes of secidental 0,
aspect of life, Sorme (mostly the and explain why your son or deaths in children. 4

. kids who will be regulated) have  daughter does not obey the coun- M More children die every ycu:
called the council cowardly for &il. Police officers will bo taken m bathtubs,
being afrald to mandate helmets  from their important tasks of ' W More than 1,000 pedestrian :»
for themselves. catching real criminals to track children die each yenrjust walk-

During this time, msponalble down your kids, that are other: ing down the atrect.
parents have continued todo a wise Inw-nbxdmg [ ] Mnre than 1,000 children du!\
great job raising their children to upon th d i pooln canhyanr
think and act responsibly. As just  from around the world come u, Snll the real issue mmmns i
anather day in Thornton Wilder's  America, not for her mul dom. For every p o]
play, “Our Town,” we teach, lis- alism, but for her melting pot of '.hrent, someone somewhere will ¢
ten, learn and act for our kids’ freedom that reaches out with want to take away your freedom.
best, all in a day’s work. Assuch,  opcn arms to all who will partici.  Government is not our parent .
responsible parents deserve the pate. The last 5,000 years of and cannot protect us from every :i
right to inue to their ded history have taughtus  evil. We already have meaning-

‘that true freedom is rare and pre-
cious,

‘We must be careful what lib-
erty we give away, as we do not
know which liberty will be taken
away next. With every protection,

there is a similar losa of freedom. -

Responsiblo parents have han-
dled today’s issue and most other
issues very well, They should not
be forced to defend civil infraction
charges for their kids in court for
this issue.

A different story

Many claims and vague refer-
ences have been made in recent
weeks to the facts. We felt you
should hear all of them.

M The incentives now in place
in our city have worked to
encourage kids to wear helmets.

M Neither city council nor the
police department have studied
the accident statistics of Farm-
ington Hills to determine if any-
thing from this community ~ -

' mets, We feed them all manner af

. they cannot skate without bel-

less head rests in cars that do notu
stop whiplash, The third brake o
light on cars was going ta stop all
rear-end collisions. sz' bags I
would not kill.

Weeven regulaw what covers i
the ground under our swingscts -
and the dimensions of bunk beds.
Unfortunately, more feel-good i
legislation will not make us feel
good about ourselves or save one *:
life. Qur kids can get abortions
but they cannot ride without hel-

bad material on the Internet, bu

mets. This does not make sense.

Responsible parents in Farm- . 1
ington Hills are doing a good job =3
with their children on bike safctyh
Now Responsible Parents needs
your help to let the council know
how you Teel and to help fill our
petitions. Call the Freedom Hot- *
line at (248) 442-2500 ext. 201. ~

bert Igrisan is a Farmington”

Hills resident and attorney.

" GetReady. Get Set. Régister Nowi .- -
for Presohool i nc,hrnen’r

lnfcmi/‘foddler (wait l.rsT ovcu\cuble) i
Reglsirchon rs now in progress for fc\ll ‘9‘1 ’

What makes our
program so special?

For Our Children:

« Superior Staff/Child Ratios
» Sports Specialst
o Swimming Lessons
» Kindermusik Speclalist
o Library & Computers
» Judaic Speclalist
» Children’s Museum
» Safe, Supervised Environmen'

For Our Parents:

« Parent Education Seminars

» Jewish Hollday Family Programs
eSummer Camp ‘99

*School Break Programming

«Before and After-Care (Tam-6 pm)

For more information, a personal tour or
to register, please cali the
Chitd Development Department at (2u8) 661-7605.

Jewish Communtty Cantor of Metropolilan Potron’
) vy Rahn Buldng

6600 W(‘a! Mople Road sWas! Bioomfiaid, 1 «2us) 60611000




