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Conference explores career posszbzlztzes for dea
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" Informy deaf children about their
eareer. choices. 3

kt a rocent workshop in
Centor,
nmﬁnuso was onthusiastic but

silfat

Isstead uf the hcnﬁng world'a
y clap, ma

l'nlacd nnd ahuok thmr hands

caiiestly ns a token of apprecia-

tiad for the apeakar who, like

themselves, is deaf.

Eforo than §0 students from
ardund Oakland County attend-
ed the first-ever workshop,
which is designed to inspire and

those from
Fnrmmgtnn. attond Bloomficld
Hills School District's county-
wide program for deaf und hear-
ing impaired.

Before, people who were deal
were largely consigned to manu-
al labor jobs. Today, their ranks
are just aa likely to inelude engi-
neers, computer analysts, jour
nalists and accountants, .

Many like retired General
Motors cngmeer Winston Acro-
smith = who is also deaf — met
with students to explain hurdles
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he had avercome,

*Thia is an opportunity for

thom to have a deaf role model,*
gaid Linda Booth, Deaf and
Hearing Services eoxocutive
director,

‘Farmington Hills-based Denf
and Hearing Services of South-
cnst Michigan hosted the confer-
ence.

“With many of them having
hearing parents, they never got
to seo this,” Booth said. “One 8-
year-old child told me he'd never
seen a deaf adult, He thaught
he'd eithor learn to hear or dlo.”

Farmington ‘Hills  student’

Scan Forbus, 17, approciated
their !rnilhlnzm[; ways.

“It ‘makes you feel like ... you
can do it,” said Forbes, who

. attends Bloomfield Hills Lahser,

Forbes has been deaf since age

" 2 after a severe bout with spinal

meningitis, Ho spenka and is
able to read lips as well as usc
sign language, -

He also works as a bushoy at

his father's rostaurant, Mister -

Bs in y, where he sometimes
meots customers who are deaf or
hearing impnired.

Forbes plans to attend euherr

Western Michigan University,
where he would have an intor-

preter and a note takor, or the.

National Technical Institute of
the Denf in Rocheator, N.Y, He
hasn't'decided on a major yet.

That's where the conference
helps, “It gives mo an iden,”
Forbea said:

 Americans with Disabilities

Act of 1990 has done much to
open job prospects, Booth aaid.
For peoplo who are hearing
impaired, change is slow in com-

AN

Slgn on: Brad McFarlin te[la the audience about his job at Ford Motor. Al Kemnger

ing at the workplacao.

“We still have to advocate
more and more,” Booth said.
“Because (deafness) is an invisi-

ble disability, it passes by many -
companies in terms of what's’

required by the ADA.

“They know thoy have to
increaso the size of bathrooms to
allow wheelchair access, but
they're not sure about how to
deal with peoplo who are deaf,”

That said, an increasing num-
ber of attornoys, social workera
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at lef}, interprets for audience members who sign.

and police officers aro learning
American Sign Language in
order to communicate with peo-
ple who are deaf.

Through a voice interproter,
Chris Hunter of the m‘.nte divi-

employer will ask how are you
domg? Tho deaf paraon eays,
‘fine,”” Huntoer relayed to the
group. “The deaf person just

gives onc-word answers.
*If you continue to do that, this
pl i8 not going to think

sion on d gav d
an overview on whnt awaits
them in the job world,

Hunter facused on the basic
do’s and don'ts of job searches
and interviewing, which in itself
may bo a sign of progress.

“In a job interview, the

CASH

_Waiting For'

- ynu 're vory smart.”

In terms of reminding them of
their own potential, Hunter left
with a quote from Geallaudet
University President I, King Jor- -
dan, who said, *The deaf can do
anything but hear.”
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For Esthetic Dentistry?

« Do you wish your teeth were more attractive?
* Do you have black lines above old cowns? Vﬁ
0 N: denta] Alfings noticeable or unsightly? Yes
* Is one or more of your teeth stalned or discolored? Ya
* Do yout have a gap between your front teeth?
« Ase any of your teeth chipped, broken or rough? Yﬂ
1 you answered YES 10 any of the above questions and would ke
denttstry can quickly, safedy and palniessly correct the problem, please call our office fot &
FREE Consultation Appointment.

Terri L. Todaro, D.D.S.

Cynthla M. Todaro, D.D.S.

31395 Seven Mile Road, Ste. B, Livonla —
S 18477-7905
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