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Southfield High grad salutes dad in one

There

S—
BACKSTAGE® .are
pagg many things

that go into the
makeup of a
great dad, At
the top of the
list’ is warm-
hoarted mushy
stuff like the
ability to say the
ideal words of
encouragement
when we face a
challenge.

Great dads
have a tendency to teach the
value of a dollar — then do with-
out something they need so that
their kids can have something
they want. But there's another
trait that shouldn’t be ovor-
looked in a prototype of a perfect
dad. They're hilarious,

It's dad-like to be at o gather-

ANN
DELISI

ing where therc's a sea of words

and opinions, and have a dod
Mloat in with a softly spoken,
crisply delivered spray of irony

and clarity that ends the dcbate
with a laugh. Many dads are
always good for a chuckle
because of the way they dress or
eat. We've all known great dads
who send the message that
“image . .. means nothing”

In her new one-woman ahow,
“Get to the Part About Me,”
scheduled June 17-20 at Meadow
Brook Thentre, Rose Abdoo offers
o comical and loving tribute to
her dad, whese behavior may
sound familiar,

“My dad loved to snack. Every-

thing he liked was considered a -

snack . . . even a cold cut sand-
wich. Here's what he'd pull on
you. 'You know, there's some
Rice Cnspy trents in the kitchen
if you're hungry. And while
you're there, why don't you bring
mae one,™ Abdoo snys.

A 1880 graduate of Southfield
High School, Abdeo’s career in
comedy has included a four-year
stint with Second City — Chica-
go, appearanges in the films “My

Mccarthy from page E1

Best Friend’s Wedding” and “U.S.
Marshals,” and the rccent
HBO/U.S. Comedy Arts Festival
Special.

She's ooger to come home to
perform for many reasons, but
one in particular. It's Father's
Day, and ono of her favorite
things about her new show ia
when sha gets to the part about
her dad, who died in 1988.

*“I've developed an imitation of
dad that I use in the show, and
my family and friends say it's
identical. My dad’s memories of”
World War II are especially
funny and emotional*

Why does she deal with so
many actual experiences in “Get
to tho Part About Me?"

“When I first started doing
comedy, I used to worry that my
expericnces were too specific and
that no one else would find them
funny. But I quickly discovered*
that the more specific you got,
the more universal you are. Peo-
ple laugh bocause something

vory similar has happened to
them,” Abdoo says.

There's ono other bit of advice
that has guided her career. .

“Find the people yolu
admire...and try to do what they
did. I was a big fan of Gilda
Radner, and used to love to
watch her on Saturday Night
Live, She had come out of Scc-
ond City and that was the reason
1 wanted to join the cast in
Chicago.

Gilda's characters were hilari-
ous and unforgettable, and
inspired me to dovelop charac-
ters in my act.”

In nddinun to the Mendow
Brook Theatre shows, you can
catch her on the next edition of
BACKSTAGE PASS, airing 5:30

p.m, Thursday, June 17, and ot
midnight Friday, Juns 18, on
Detroit Public TV.

Your dad will be snoring in his

easy chair, and as you grab the -

remote and switch to Channol
&6, he'll jerk awake and claim he

a year to about a dozen. But that
doesn’t mean he's not always
busy.

He's a contributor. and “co-edi-
tor” ( “I didn't really edit any-
thing but they nceded my
name”) of n now book now at
bouk stores, “They'ra Here..
Invasion of the Body Snutchem:
A Tribute,” (Berkley Boulevard,
$13 poperback).

The cult classic *Invasion of
the Body Snatchers,” is consid-
ered by many to be one of the
best scicnce fiction movies of all
time. McCarthy starred as Dr.
Miles Bennell, who begins to
notice his neighbors are acting
strange.

The film has been remade
twice, but neither version has
replaced director Don Siegel's
original. It is the subject of on-
line discuesions, conventions and
now k which includes an
introduction by Dean Koontz
(“These immigrants don't need
no stinkin’ green card™) and
essays by Stephen King and oth-
ers exploring every aspect of
Jack Finney's original novel and
the threo films made from it..

H Kevin McCarthy Is well wired and makes con-
tacts with many fans through cyberspace.

“They're Here..." concludes
with a long, rambling and engng-
ing interview with McCarthy.
The interview covers everything
from the death of his parents
when he was 4 during the
influenza epidemic to his casual
entry into acting and his role as
a founding member of the Actors’
Studio. McCarthy, of course, has
had = long and successful carcer
as leading man and cheracter
actor. McCarthy’s late sister,
Mary, was the noted author of
“The Group” and other booksa.

*Ed Gorman started the baok,
he's a huge fan of the the pic-
ture,” McCarthy said. “At some
point we got to know each other
by ¢-mail. That picture is one of
the greatest pictures ever made.”

McCarthy sought out his co-
star in the film Dana Wynter
and discovered she was living in
Ircland.

“She’s such a lady, divinoly

" genteel. I called her and left' a
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message, ‘Becky, this is Miles,
Wake up’ I.got o trnnantlnntic
call back. Since then we've
become great buddiea, ... She's
the most vital 69-year-old lady”
he said.

In an interview with Wym.m- in
the book, she has similar praise
for Mchrthy, “You feel there's
not shadow on Kevin; he docen’t
speak badly of peaple, he's full of
praise, he's full of enthusiasm,
you fecl that he's decent Lhmugh
and through and throy;

Together they made tho circuit
of "Body Snatcher” events.

McCarthy was also the star of
another cult favorite, the Twi-
light Zone episode, “Long Live
Walter Jameson,” in which he
played a man who had been alive
for centurics.

McCarthy said he has memen-
tos from his many movies, espe-
cially “Body Snatchers,” but he
had nothing on the Twilight

Zone episode. He said he
received an e-mail six weeks ago
from a fan who has the pictures

« he wanta.

McCarthy is well wired and
makea contacts with many fans
through cyberspace.

McCarthy madoe his screen
debut playing Biff Loman in the
film adaptation of *Death of a
Salesman” with Fredric March.
He had appeared in the first
London production of Arthur
Miller’s play with Paul Muni
under the direction of Elia
Kazan, He won an Oscar nomi-
nation for his screen porfor-
mance, though in the book he
says he has reservations about
the movie,

He in, also, not impressed with
the new Brondway production
starring Brian Dennchy.

“It wasn't for me, I didn't care
for it," he said. “Many actors I've
talked to feel the same way. He's
& powerful actor, but I wish I
could hava directed him.”

McCarthy and his wife, Kate,
will perform this summer at the
Galway Arts Festival in A.R.
Gurnoy’s “Love Letters.”

was watching his favorite show,
Caught you, dad. “Gunsmoke”
has been off the air for a few
years now.

Thought I would close with a
classic “dadism.” Hoppy Father’s
Day.

Rose Abdoo will present her
one-woman shotw, “Get to the Part

-woman show -

Abaut Me,” 8 pm. Thursday-Sa
urday, June 17-19, and 7 p.m,

Sunday, June 20, at Meadoi™ .
Brook Theatre, on the campus of*

Oakland University, in Rochester.
Tickets are $25, call (248) 377-""
3300 or Tickctmaster (248) 64.
6666. A portion of the proceeds™
will benefit AIDS Walk Detroit.; *
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SummerFestival
Pover Corter

performances

Gregory Peck

* Saturday, Junc 19
Royal Crown Revue

* Monday, June 2
Branford Marsalis

* Tuesday, June 22
Kevin McCartly in

Give 'Em Hell Harry

» Thursday, June 24
Ant Garfunkel

» Friday, June 25
Luma: Theatre of Light

* Saturday, June 26

at www.nilive.com/nasl

Welcome to the 1999 ]
Ann Arbor Summer Festival
June 18 « July 11

Join the fun at Ann Arbor Summer
Festival Mainstage events, held at the
Power Center on the U-M Campus.

Tickets: (734) 764-2538

Visit our website for a full schedule
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A Conversation With
GREGORY PECK

June 19,7 pm
Spansored by Natonal Cly

Med:a Partrer Ann Arbor Observer
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Thiill seekers! Thete's o headspinning, heort-pounding reason to make your

The Institute of Science is the first U.S. venve for
SCREAM MATHINES THE SCIEWCE OF ROLLER COASTERS.
s @ bandson, bodieron chonce 1 foke o wild tds through sowace het ronges from physis fo pbysislogy 1o the prythelogy of el seeking,

Celedesta Friday Nights o1 Cronbeook Imtitvde of Science 6nd A Museum) Exiended bours until X0 pm and discouated joint odmission on

Frideys thiough Augess 1.

122 North Woodwerd Avenoe, Sloomield Hills, Ml 43303.0801 Tws miles north of downtown Bieminghom

Foe hours end odmision ol el Free}

1-877-G0-CRANBrook (1-877-462-7262) wewcrnbrosk.edu
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