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J (')hn‘ Travolta at h s bjc 1n ‘General’

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
BPECIAL WRITER

A rock out in the-middle of
some mossy swamp might
appear to be simply & rock. t
can happen if the rock wero
turned over? We might discover
myriad forms of revolting lifo
clinging to ita underside. In a
sonse, this is what happoens
when an investigator works to
uncaver a killer in the gripping
murder mystery, “The General's
Daughter™

As the movie opens, tho inves-
tigator is posing na someone he
is not. Tako this as a clue of

sorta. Almost none of the chm-nc-
ters in *The General's Daughter”™
aro who they appear to be,

On a sultry night, Capt. Elisa-
both Cambel! (Leslio Stefanson)

m on an army training
field. Her arms.and legs bound
tightly to tent pegs; the position
of her unclothed body suggests a
kind of crucifixion, Seemingly a
fine officer and a gentle woman,
it acon becomes clear that the
formor West Point cadet had
another, much darker side.

 An undercover detective with tho

Army’s Criminal Investigation
Division, Brengoer is & smooth
operator who'a a little rumpled
around the edges. In the role,
Travolta dolivers some of his
best work aver.

"The General’s Daughter”
takea on issues such as betrayal,
women in the military, psycho-
logical aberration, parental
responsibility, and the nrmy'a

e of honor. The picture is art-
ful enough to at least uuggost the
mind-b lexity of

. Called in to i igate by the
comp’s provost marshal, warrant
officer Paul Brenner (John Tra.
volta) scon arrives at the scene.

theso issues, and offers no easy
anawera or resolutions,

As Brenner and hia sideldck (a

rather-stilf Madeleine Stowe)
pursuo the killer, a motley crow
of suspects ecmerges. Not the
least of these iz Col. Robert
Moore, a glib, fast-talking psy-
chiatrist (and the murdared
woman’s mentor) plnyod by
James Woods.

{Daniel Vun Bargen); the gener-
al’s youthful aide, Capt. Elby
(Boyd Kestnor); tho provoat
(Timothy Hutton); and the gen-
oral himself (James Cromwell,
who brings exquisitely measured
amounts of both fearfulnesa and
authority to his role).

t

Ono brilliant verbal exch
botwonn Woods’ and Travolta’a,
h

simply wit]

Wost, production d
Dennm W.uthgtan ond dlmcfor
of hy Potor M

wit, and is one of the memorablo
‘moments of the movie. -

Other sus:e:u include the
general's right-hand man, Col,
George Fowler (Clarenco

‘Williams III); local police chief

Jr. add pnm:h to tho movic. Not
that the film is‘always a pretty
picture. Some of the images are
utterly grisly as when one unfor-
tunate character meots his death

vin an activated outboard motor, .

and, s surrealistic nighttime
rapo sequence, illuminated by
background explosives and a
pale, ghostly light, .

The entire film soema cob-
webbed in a kind of yellowing
light or mist that further
enhances the nightmarish mood.

Although slightly confusing at
times, the inventive cross-cutting
and juxtnposition of scones turns
up tho crispness and the pace.
The effect ia that “The General's
Daughter™ ia a clnuatrophobic,
dripping-with-moss world Jocat- .
ed at the slippery edgo of hell.

Check out the summer festivals

. Where can
you go this sum.
mor to havo a
great time with-
out spending a
lot of money or
travels houra?
Here's a sugges-
tion. Stay hero.
From the huge
fostivals that
attract  hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of visitors
to the small
community bandshells that
become mini-Woodstocks with
strollers oa far as the cye can
seo, this season offers entertain-
ing opportunities that aren't
available any other time ol‘ thc
year.

Summer festivals are iden! for
those not inclined to visit the
clubs to onjoy performers thoy've
heard much about. A couple of
weeks ago, Dotroit Public Telovi-
sion's BACKSTAGE PASS pro-
gram featured a blues jam wi
dJohnnie Bassett and the Blues
Insurgents os a preview to the
band's concert at the Grecktown
Arts Festival,

Sure to grab plenty of ntten-
tion at the annual TasteFest,
running July 1 through July 6 i in
Dotrmta Now Centor Ares,'is

mie Horne. A smooth, sult.ry
and sophisticated talent in the
clubs, Kimmie's outstanding
voice is now set to receive the

BACKSTAGE
PASS

ANN
DELISt

broadest exposure yet in appear-
ances on BACKSTAGE PASS
and at Detroit's biggeat food and
music featival,

Festival has a reputation for
offering premiere works of
accomplished performers. Earli-
er thll woek. mophuniat Brnn

ford d his lates

“Kimmio Horne is an

example of what makes Detroit *

music innovative and unique.

-With no major record label based

here to narrowcast your music,
bands and performers mix it up.
‘To make a living, you'd botter be
able to develop a atyle that can
accommeodate jazz, pop, and
rhythm & blues fans,” says Back.
stage Pass music producer Ron
Pangborn.

We know what'a in it for us
when we go to a summer festi.
val. Who can resist an atmo-
sphere of good weather, positive
moods, casual dress, and great
sounds with no cover charge?
But what's the lure for the per-
formers?

“When you play & summer fes-
tival, it's a receptive audience.
Ono of tho biggeat draws of an
avent like tho TasteFeat is music.
You're reaching people that may
not necessarily see you in a club,
It's a thrill to look out at an
audience with such incredible
diveraity in age, ethnicity and
geography, knowing that every-
ane is looking for o good time
and new experiences,” Pangborn

9.

‘This quest for new expericnces
carries over into indoor cvents as
well, The Ann Arbor Summer

sounda, Coming Friday, July 2,
The Peter Sparling Dance Com-
pany presents “Dances for the
Gods, Angels and Mortal
Beings,” which fentures Martha
Graham'a beloved “Diversion of
Angels,” & 1948 mosterwork
rarely performed outside of Gra-
ham's company. Also highlight-_
ing the evening is the premiere
of Sparling’s “Orfeo Suite,” and

‘his 1998 work “Chronicles und‘

Small Comforts,” which will'by’
previewed in the next edition of
BACKSTAGE PASS.

Smeowomnllinngnodmood
how about putting the top down
on our imaginary cnnvnr!ible“
and cranking up the music?
long-awaited “New Pop Sunduy"
album from Sponge contaid¥ &'
fow tunes that are irresistible
when loud. The band shakes;up~
the studio of Datroit Public TV:in
a summertime edition of BAGK..:
STAGE PASS airing 7:30 p: s
Sunday, June 27.

After all, we can't just cruise
through neighborhoods with the
music blasting, can we? I'm
sorry. I didn't know you lived
there. I was young and immu-
ture.

I've grown up a lot in the pus:
week,
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