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Son Volt on the road, ope

Jay Farrar's
sleeping pat-
terns are nonex-
istent  these
days. Tour buses

comfortable
places to sleep,
+and at homo he
doesa't get a lot
of resat either.
- But it's well
worth it, he
safd, Farrar, the singer/songwrit-
er of Son Volt, is the father of o
9-week-old son.

This year ia ono of adjustment
for Son Volt and Farrar, a man of
few words, The band is on the

" CHRISTINA
Fuoco

aren’t the mosat .

road opening for John Mellen-
camp, including the Wednesd

third nlbumj for Warner Bros. It

June 30, date at Pino Knob, The
roots rock/Americana group is
used to playing clubs, so stand-
ing on stage in front of a 15,000~
plus crowd is a bit of & change.

“It'll be different for us. It'a
something we haven’t done much
of in the past.” :

‘When asked if he’s a big Mel.
lencamp fan, Farrar sighed and
said, “I've always been awarc of
what he’s done. His longevity
nnd”aucceu ‘kind of speak for
itself” - X '

Son Volt is t.auring in auizpun
of “Wide Swing Tremolo,” ita

was in the band’s
rehearsal space, a former lin-
gerio warchouse, which allowed
Son Volt to take ita time.

“In the past when you're
recording due to budgetary
rostraints, we only had four
weeks, We had the freedom and
the time to try things the way wo
wanted. I'm not sure we'd do it
again.” .

“Some of the songa wore
allowed to just sort of germinate
a bit 1 guess, cspecially song like
‘Driving the View.” We tried it
with an acouatic approach the
first time around, subsequently

ning

we went electric”

To diversify the sound, Son
Volt called upon threo people to
mix the album - Jack Joscph
Puig (Verve Pipe), David Barbo
and John Agnelio.

“He definitely knows what he's
doing. He has a very expansivo
collection of equipment,” he said
with a laugh about Puig.

“I just wanted to try different
songe with different people.
Hopefully they all go together”

Son Volt opena for John Mel-
lencamp at 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Junc 30, at Pine Knob Music
Theatre, 1-75 and Sashabaw

Usual Suspects inspired by higher power

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAY? WRITER

lehonanpo:hommmt
Katie Geddes and Mark

What: Katle Geddes and The
Usual Suspects perform their
mix of country, folk and fotk-
gospel, tracks from

Brokaw were fellow parishi;

at First United Methodist -

Church, Ann Arbor when pastor
Tom Wachterhausor decided to
start a band for a Saturday
afternocon worship service at ita
new location, Green Wood, in
1995, Mike Fedel was “shopping”
forza church when he heard
about the band and joined.

‘Not the usual way most bands
get together, but for Katie Ged-
dea.and The Usual Suspects
thailr linison promises a long,
frayftful future, Geddea credits
thrg,,; seemingly-unbreakable
uniqp to the church,

Bdfore, long, the group was
being asked to play at weddings.
By-1897, thoy were on their way
to playing weddings and benefit
congerts in and around Ann
Arbér, and open stage nights at
The'Ark in Ann Arbor. On Satur-
day, June 26, they take to the
stage of Trinity House Theatre

vonia. .

“Our close friendship and lovo

of music has held the band

er three years,” said Ged-

" des. *There's never once been a

harsh word or raised voice. We're
all really good friends.”

Not easy, for a group as large

their “Live at Green Wood*
V'lbu!?ﬂ p.m, Saturday, June

Whare: Trinity House The-
atre, 38840 W. Six Mlle Road,
west of [-275, Livonla, .

Tickets: $10, $8 members,
and avallable by calllng (734)
4646302, .

as Katie Geddes and The Usual
Suspects. When Rev. Wachter-
hauser, also the group's drum-
mer, harmonica and pianoc. play-
er, waa asgigned to o new church
in Davison, Andy Callis, a
parishioner there, came on board
the group on mandolin/piano.
Occasionally, Davison parish-
ioners Jim Cellis, harmonica and
Mo Jones, bass also join in. Fedel
plays load guitar, and Brukaw,
guitar/bass/harmony/vocals for
every engagement. :

"We play everything from
Woody Guthrie to Buffy St.
Marie, Aretha Franklin, Emmy
Lou Harris, Willie Nelson, Eric
Clapton and Bare Naked
Ladies,” aaid Geddes. “We're
pretty versatile. Qur first sct is

GALLERY EXHIBIT OPENINGS

Country folk: Katie Geddes
Jjoins The Usual Suspects

for a concert at the Trinity
House Tkeatre in Livonia.

traditional old folk and country
songs. The secand set we got out
the electric guitars and get a lit-
tle bit rowdier, we also try to fill
requests.” “

Geddes and The Usual Sus-
pects will also be ploying songa
from their new CD, "Live at .
Green Wood” at Trinity House
Theatre. Green Wood is the cof-
fee house founded by Rev,
‘Wachterhouser in 1986, While
the opening of a coflfee house is
certainly not an earth-shaking

revelation because many church-
es initiate sottings to bring peo-
ple together while hosting
fledgling entertniners, tho prob-
lem was no one wanted to volun-
teer to perform until Geddes
came- forward. She'd been
singing in the church choir, but
lacked confidence to bo out there
fronting a group. Then a twist of
fate gava her the boost she need-
ed. Geddes was waiting in line
outside The Ark to hear Liv-
ingaton Taylor perform when
who should she meet but the
singer himself. Livingston usual-
1y asks a volunteer to sing “City
Lights,” a song originally record-
ed with brother James, with him,
Geddes boldly asks him if she
could sing “Loving Arms” with
him. She does, and her confi-
dence level soars,

“People have been passing our
CD along and playing them,”
said Geddes, who sells life insur-
ance and investments for a
Northville company. “We've been
80 fortunate. I don't think we've
done a gig we asked for. It's all
been word of mouth.”

‘The group still plays the § p.m,
Saturday service at First United
Methodist, Green Wood, not the
rock Rev. Wachterhauser origi-
nally envisioned but their own
brand of music, 2 combination
folk and country inspired by'n
higher power.

ANN ARBOR ART CENTER

QOpens June 25 - “Content
Contained,” through July 25,
Lecture on “Little Boxes,” 7:30
p.m,, Wednesday, July 7

at the Ann Arbor Art Center, 117
Waest Liberty, Ann Atbor, (734)
994-8004.

JANICE CHARACH EPSTEIN
MUSEUM/QALLERY

Opens June 24 - Exhibition and
sale of works by Jay Lefkowltz
through August 12, Opening recep-
tlon 68 p.m., Thursday, June 24 ot
the Jewlsh Community Center,
6600 West Maple Road, West
Bloomfield. (248) 6617641,
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' GIRLEE
Opens June 26 ~ A coltection of
women artists and performers pre-
sent an art exhibit and perfor-
mances through July 31. Opening
reception, 11 p.m., Saturday, June
26. Gallery hours noon to 4 p.m.
1145 Griswold {above the Colonlal
Toy Store), Detroit. For Information
call {313) 921.9891.

WENTWORTH GALLERY

Opens June 26 - Dlane Anderson
exhibltion and meet the artist 24
p.m. and 6-8 p.m, &t Laurel Park
Place, 37648 West Six Mile Road,
Livonla, {734} 462-5840. Opens
Juna 27, 1-5 p.m, at the Somerset
Collectlon, 2801 West Blg Beover
Road, Troy. (248) 816-8372.

Or?cé you adopt a kid, you've got to keep him.
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Road, Independence Township,
Tickets are $39.50 pavilion, $20
lawn. For more information, call
(248) 377-0100 or visit
http:! Lwww.palacenct.com.

The Ultimate Showcase

Embassy Music in Nashville is
holding its annual The Ultimate
Showcase, which gives unsigned
Christion singers and songwrit~
ers the change to perform on
Music Row in Nashville in front
of industry professionals. This
year's pancl includes representa-
tives of Sparrow Records,
EMI/CMG Publishing, Muse
Management, Gotee Records,

ellencamp -

Atlantic Records and Benson, To"
receive an entry form, call (616}
345-2500 or send a self-

addressed stamped envelope to_
Embassy Music, 1161 Murfree
bero Road, Suite 323, Nashville;"
Tenn., 37217, The deadline i8°
Monday, July 19, .

Christina Fuoco is the pog~
music reporter for The Observer.
& Eccentric Newspapers. If you.,
have a question or comment for_
her, you can leave her a messagg-
at (734) 953-2047, mailbox Na:+
2130, or write to her at The
Obaerver & Eccentric Newspq- ,
pers, 36261 Schoalcraft Road,”
Livonia, Mich., 48150, or cfuo’
co@oe.homecomm.net,

Just because something is old
doesn’t mean it isn’t valuable.

1 can relate to that. maybe that’s why I'm never in a rush with
these guys. Sanding out a dent here and there, restoring the
.. soon I'll have all the time in the world for them, just like
ey have for me. That'a the beauty of retirement. And now that
it's almost here, I'm grateful that I started P
with US. Savings bonds. I started buying Savings
got my first job, u"““,f: a B:Jmll Savings plan. I put aside
something every payday. And littfe by little, it really added up.
Bonds are guarantecd safe, too, and earn interest up to 30 yeara.
In o few more years, you'll find me out here in the workshop
more and more, fixing a hinge or polishing a case. ¥ know that
there’s a Jot of life eft in these old guys. I can relate to that.

Ask your employer or banker about saving with
" U.S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons.

A public service of this newspaper

s

THE 1 COMEDY IN AMERICA!

“Even Funnier Than The First One!? “Blazingly Funny!}
“Shagnificent!! “More Energetic And Funnier Than Its
Predecessor!? “Big Laughs!} “Fall Down, Roll Across
The Rug, Bonk Till It Hurts Kilarious!? “Easily The Comic
Hit Of The Summer!? “Absolutely Funay!; “Austin Powers
«Still The Hippest Cat In The Galaxy!! “A Great Movie |
For Anyone Leoking To Laugh!? “Quite Possibly The Best
Sequel Ever!: “The Funniest Movie 0f The Decade!
Blows Away The Original! Blows Away Any Originall}
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