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Thc Clorenceville trustoos’

:vc-Twica now, the Clarenceville
++'School District has turned down
:" the chance to join Durant I, a
: 2 laweuit that has already brought
- 3'small victory for tho 130 achool
'll‘ulnchl which filed it against
.{;ﬁn stato in May 1998,
sv- Even though it didn't join the
"lnwan&u forerunner, Durant I,
« Clareaceville still got an unox-
pncled windfall — $1 million —
: fiom the state’s settlement of
" that suit in 1998,
-Because the legal costs of
what could bo a leogthy Durant
. Tl lawsuit are “not cast in stons®
,.and eould jump avery year for an
unknown number of years, Lha
Cl ville Board of Ex
' :Thunduy once again declined to
: : sign onto the ao-called Durant Il
1 lawauit.
Dumnb I took 17 years to wind
ay through the court cystem
bc!‘ore the Michigan Supreme
Court ruled in 1897 that the
; vstate violated the Hoadlee

COURTYARD MANOR

In lozing, the ‘stata was forced
to poy $211 milljon to the 84
school districts which had filed
suit, including Livonia Public
Schools, and another $640 mil-
lion to school districts which had
not filed suit, including
Clarcaceville. .

In refusing to sign on to
Durant . II - Thursday,
Clarenceville trustees said thoy
feared a costly, lengthy and
opon-onded battla lay ahend, a
legal battle that would take
away money that should be
spent in Clarencoville’s clasa-

rooms,

“The coat is $1,100 a year now;
we don't have a clue what it will
cost next year; and this could go
on for years,” sald board presi-
dont John Knnyo,

ere are too many questions,
and we're not ready to apend dol-
lors when we don’t have
anawers,” said trustee Bryan
Bentley. *Once you're in, you're

ision comes just days after, in
oml orguments June 18 before
the Michigan Court of Appeals,
tho state admitted it ian’t paying
its legal share of school lunch

ts, -

It’s a tiny victory, but a wel-
come one, 2aid Livonia Public
Schools’ Superintendent Kon
Watson, Livonin is one of the 130
school districts which have band-
ed togother in Durant IL. In

Durant II, the school districts -

claim the state still underfunds
state-mandated apecial educa-
tion and school lunch programs.

*“The etate has admitted it's
not funding the lunch subaidy
right,” Watson said. *It's an
insignificant amount of money,
but the same argument goes for
both, If it's true for lunch, why is
it not true for special education?
1t’s a small victory, but a large
victory in prineiple.”

"Pﬂnmplol in tha word nud hy
C 3
Tom Tattan Thursday in bring-

- ing the “to-join-or-not-to-join”®

question before the bo:

“Some diatricts are dnlng it for
tho “principle of the thing,™ Tat-
tan said. “We're not covering our
special education costs, and costs

um going up an nvemgv rate of 9
percent yearly, This takes money
from the general fund. If tho
stato mandates things, they
should pay for it.”

Tattan brought the question of
whether to join Durant II from
Supennumdent John Schu]tz of

who is
the lawsauit for the 130 districts
who have signed on so far.

“They would liko all 600 Michi-
gan achool diatricts to partici-
pate,” Tattan said.

more-the legal costa get spread
around, he eaid.

In response to Durant 11, the
atate has argued that there is
nothing in the Headleo Amond-
ment that guarantecs o fuudinz

ion for stat

‘The more districts join, the

ville again says no to Durant lawsuit

the lawsuit, including Livonia, °

wanted the state to pay the same
percentage of special education
costs it paid in 1878, when vot-
crs passod the Hoadiee Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

Evon after the state loat the
lawauit, and paid out about $850
million to Michigan achool dis-
tricts, school districts stiil
claimod some programs were
underfunded, and filsd Durant I
in May 1898,

Clarenceville got one-half of its
Durant money - $525,000 — last
year in a lump sum, and will get
the rest in $52,600 yearly
inatallments over the next 10

years.
The diatrict has spent some of
t.ha lump sum pnyment on sup-

Schaol districta stotewide
struggle to keep up with the
over-rising costs to educato spe-

education students.

Tattan eatimates Clarenceville
will have an estimated $300,000
shortfall this year in its special
education programs.

The Durant suit waos named

r Warren school presi-
dent Donald Durant, who filed
tho first lawsuit in 1980, Tho 84
school districts which joined in

6 reading materi-
als, 60 iMac “and windows-com-
pntlble computers and a new
tolephone syatem.

Livonin took a two-pronged
approach to its $10.2 million
Durant 1 umemunt. It gave

taxpayers tax cut
on thoir 1888 tax bil), and eet
the remaining $8 on aside to

spend in the years ahead to
update technology. That money
currently carna interest for the
district.

Admission and gazebo fees
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We offer Assisted Living through a carefully
structured and  comprehensive  program.
| Personalized care and soclal activities designed
and mind. By focusing our
H cfforts In small groups in our residential
setting, we are able to accomodate Active/Alert
Memory Impaired, Fratl/Recovering, and
Alzhelmers residents. We welcome Resplte.
 State Licensed . Slnglc Story Bulldings
* Nurse On Site faclous Apartment Stylc Sultes
anned Activities

. Wandcr Secured/Barrier Free
* Incontinency Management
Please call today to set up a time for an
Informative tour and visit with our
friendly staff.

Visit any of our convenlent focations:

on the increase at mansion

BY RICHARD PEARL
BTAFF
rpoari®oo.homecomm nat

They'll atill be a bargain, but admission and
gazebo feea at the popular Governor Warner Man-
sion in F‘nrmlngton will increase by 50 to 100 per-
cont coma July

The Fnrminmon Clty Councxl taking its cue

B ‘As many as 3,000 people a year
:uwth'earea (as a setting) for pic-
res.

Dick Carvell .

—Warner Mansion mmmiuce chairman

'COURTYARD MANOR COURTYARD MANOR COURTYARD MANOR

. Auburn Hills  Farmington Hills Livonia
. )ou N. Squlml Ro.\d 29750 anlngmn Rd 32406 W, chen Mile Road
1-800-998- 1-800-736-2323
CouRtYARD MANDR COURTYARD MANOR
Sterling Hel om
13400 Nineteen Mlle Rmd 48578 Pontiac Trall
1-800-807-8337 1-800-733-1046
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‘Speed

from page Al

residents nbout tho problem. A
SMART trailer, which gives
spocd readings to motorists, was
also placed there.

General studies show people
who speed also live in the area.

“The ones apeeding are the
ones moat comfortable with the
roadway,” said Tom Biasell,
Hills Public Bervices director.

Police stepped up enforcement
on Mayfair, but it had little
offect.

A follow-up speed study a year
later indicated the average speed
actually incressed to 81 mph
from 30.6 mph between 7-9 a.m.

_After traffic engineers nixed n
three-way stop ns a possible
solution, residents petitioned for
apud bumpu. Some 40'of 48
8, or 83 N
favored the measure,

One street over, residente
wers even moro firm about using
the last-gasp speed deterrent.

Of 41 homeowners along
Ravenscroft in Briar Hill sub, 37
signed a potition asking for
speed bumps, The 90-percent
approval well exceeded tho
requived 75 percent.

A petition for a proposed speed
bump on Northwick hadn’t been
turned in yet.

In the case of Ravenscroft,
though, education and enforce-
ment appeared to work.

In 18986, average speeds on
Northwick at 7-9 a.m. were 31.4
muph. That dropped to 28.6 mph,
according to follow-up study in
1998,

‘The clamor for speed bumpa
persisted.

Cbnrlsl Frank, Briar Hill

iatd was not in

i

from e F Histori- the price o bit,” Bnid Dick Cnrvell. Wnrner Man.

cal Ci voted Mond to il edult sion “Every-

admisaion from 31 to $2 and youth admissions body else is up, too,”

{agos 13-18 years) from 60 centa to $1. Children 12 Ho said the new fee structure fc i tudent

and under accompanied by an adult are admitted  rates. "A lot of t.ham (achools) had been dulng it

free. ions) on ) y basis,” About a
Gmup-wur fees for adults, which had beena $1 th d school children yisit the a year,

per person, will rise to $2 while * he said.

studenta will be charged $1, Carvell said the museum has “a dozen or so wed-
The gazebo, a popular place for weddings, and dings lined up dﬂsyenr.

mansion grounds will have a $160 fee for up to two “As many as 3,000 people a year use the area (as

hours of usagp. {The old feo was $100, a ueumg) l'or picmren." he said,

The $300 fse for anything over two hoiira will
become a half-day rate, while $450 will be charged
for a full day:

*A lot of people scem to feel we ought to kick up

a said, wo have as
muny as three bndnl pm-uen taking pictures at the
samo timo,

“Somotimes they don't even call us® ahead of
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»You €an access On-Llng Wiih fust 2bout any commitnica
software~—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
» Send and recelve unlimited emall.

. Acéﬁs all features of the Intemet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
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 Read electronic editions of lhe the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.
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ARTHRITIS? OF CAUSE
m tarm- arthritis? of cause- Is the way
arthvitis they canndt kdeny.

Over 100 ciffarant fypas of arthritis axist You would think that
mmmanmwmmmn

examination that the doclor

may rasce ahead of bicod
obviously you are not.

U *udios I3 nol mund often do
Indentakdng special s “W“mw o xm m(wn
Xy fiodngs. The resufts may
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might promote gum disease, they
to explaln o Regurdiess, people with

9177 MERRI
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by Herbert M. Gardner, D.D.S,

’ mmjomn' CONCERN

I.IVONIA VILLAGE DENTAL

Gabaradin. onn

heumatold asthetis have even more rexson to

gums checked by a dental professional? Maybe

Now I the time Lo cat 478-2110 and schedule an

appohmem uqualryd«ml . As a dental
emotional snd

total weB-being,

Mknhpmmnomnmmmu
WWVIJMENNTALMSOGATU.MVII
discoves that “modem® dentistry can stll offer
"oid.fashioned’ personal attention. wm
docxted ot 19171 Meriman

thiok you Wl mmdummmm
and pounsel you receive. Smiles dre our business.

Increosed bleeding of theie gumt due 1o temporory hormonol

ALCLL

timo to mako rescrvations,

To meke resorvations or get
additional information, call (248)
473-7276,

favor of speed bumps but, like
his neighbors, sees them as the
only alternative to curb leadfoot
motorista, .

“I feel that speeders should
pay through fines for additional
enforcement,” Frank said.

Mayfair resident Mark Clevey
also underscored his view to
council that epesd deterrents are
a last hope on his atroet.

*I also beg that you pasa it for
ua,” Clevey said.

& Vacation Bible School at
Wheee: the Farmington Hills Church of Cheist
38500 West Eleven Mile Road
o (Betwoen Drake and Halsted Rds.)
B Wheo: July7-9, 7:00-0:00 p.m. .
July 1019, 10:00 a.m~12:00noon
For moro information; (246) 477-5083 N

* Caséments ¢ Tilt-Wash ¢ Gliders
¢ Skylights ® Bays ¢ Doorwalls
Fri., Sat. & Sun,, June 25, 26 & 27
8:30 am. ~5:00 p.m.
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ANDERSEN WINDOW EXPRRTS™
At our warehouse.., 6184 N. Tele;

313-563-6530
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