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Off road: A Farmington
man is hurt when he
rides his bicycle off a
sidewalk in the dark./AS5

Rescheduled: An accused
armed robber will head
for trial in Oakland
County Cireuit Court in
mid-July./AS

Missing: The community
has lost three good
friends to death within

* the last six months./A10

Geisbrate: It's Juiy 4 and
time to celebrate our free-
doms, which also come
with responsibilities, such
as voting./A10

Spoaking out: Farmington
Hills Mayor-Aldo
Vagnozzi speaks out
about opponents to a new
bicycle helmet
ordinance./A11
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Merchants
gearing up -
for festival

EBY TIM BMITH
BTAYY WRITER
tamith@oo.homocomm.not

From sidowalk barbocues to ceel troats
nnd froebics, downtown Farmington busi-
nesses are goaring up in different wiys for

- the Foundors Featival,
But nll agroo that the weok-l: t

] Farmingtcn scho

brook,

BY RICIARD PRARL
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Principals at two Farmington achoola
paid a focused offort by administrators
and toaching staff has helped their stu-
dents improve Michi Educati

i FARMINGTON, MICHIGA: 3

race and Power for making si
cant strides in the latest round of
scoras, Overall, officials seem pleased with
test results throughout the district.

ang fife news; A2

51

SN

ol officials have cited K?;ix-

snnual report, which generally showed
continued improvement by district atu-
onts.

An crror in acoring tho acionco por-
tion from some districts — not including
Farmington — caused the state Depart-
ment of Ed ion on Juno 11 to hold

Assessmont Program test acoros this

year,

MEAP results reloased Monday by
the Farmingten Public Schools District
ghowed that Kenbrook and William
Grace clementary schools made what
district officials called “significant
gaina” in redding whilo Powor Middlo
School *distinguished itze]l™ in mathe-
maties, -

The three schools highlighted the

off roloasing statowide averages in
roading, math, writing and scienco and
dolaying comparisona betwoen the dis-
trict ond the rest of tho etate,

All MEAP tosta woro given in Jan-
uary. But “oven now, at this lato date,
there still are no state scores,”
remnrked Dr. Barbara Chorem, diatrict
director of assessment and evaluation,
on Monday. She said the district decid-

. Plouso sco MEAP, AS
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On her way: Debore?: Clark, North Farmington High
principal, is saying her goodbyes as ghe heads to a new
administrative job in the Pontiac school system.

Beamed away

BaL
School

By Tix SMITH
BTAFF WRITRR

gi:nu. from July 4-11, is a top attraction
that can only benefit their stores in tho
long run.

Somo 60,000-70,000 people’ aro oxpected
to attond this.year's ovent, managed by
Watts Up! Inc, for the nawly organized
Farmington Aren Founders Festiva! Ine,
Past festivals were orgonized by the Farm-
ington/Ferml Hills Ckambor of Com-

morco.

“I've always been n strong aupporter (of
tho fostival),” snid Diane Cnssldy, ownor of
Viliage Hidden Trenaures and the Villago
Clippors Salon. “It's your largest aveaue for
free advertising, Thore are 10,000 paople

* 8tar Trek.

Bathed in white rays, streoming
from the skylight openings in North
Farmington High School's unfin-
ished athlotics training area, Dobo-
rah Clarko appeared to bo glowingly
n}vnlung tranaport right out of tho
place. .

Clarke heads north

1t almoat Jooked liko & scono out of

And yes, although Clarke is loav-
ing tho high achool after mare than
nine years as its principal, hor exit
wasn't 86 “beam me up” dramatlc.
Or willing.

Actually, Clorke ndmits that she
has mixed feolings and a heavy
heart about leaving to take an
administrative position in Pontine
Public School Diatrict. Sho lovas
kids and empowering teachers to
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Employces at Farmington Hills-
based Mercy Heaith Sorvices won't
learn for another faw months how a
recently announced morger affects

them.
On Monday, Mercy officials said the
will lid

Mefcy Health Services

merger

D e
FARMINGTON
HILLS

of Mercy Regional Community of
Dotroit has been at the current sito
sinco 1888, «

No ision has been made about

nonprofit i
operations with South Bend, Ind.-
based Holy Crosa Health Systoin Corp.
Tho merger makea tho system the
third largeat Catholic health systom in
the country, omploying moro than
50,000 poople,
Mercy has 178 full-time
1 its head tors on, 12

p a
Mile Road. The Catholic, nenprofit
hoalth systom sponsored by the Siaters

Fireworks
set off
Founders
Festival

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRNTZR .
loconnor@oe.homecomm.not

The Hilla will b alive with soufid of
Foundors Festival this year. Excopt it
won't bo music to the ears as much as a
thunderous percussion and stomp of
clephant hooves.

Farmington Hilla has always token
an active roto in the annual event, This
yoar, the city's presonce increases in
torms of cvonts taking place within its
borders,

On July 4, the city will present its
second annual firoworks show nt,
appropriately named, Founders Sports
Park on Eight Mile Road.

Last year, Farmington Hills hosted
the first-ever pyrotechnic diaplay at the
83-ncro sports park to celebrate ita
26th anniversary in June,

Similarly, another event thot debut-
od last summer returns during
Foundars Featival weok. Tho Kelly
Miller Circus performs July 8.

“We're certainly contributing more to
the Founders Fostival than in the past
in terma of ovents,” Farmington Hills
City Manager Stevo Brack said. “We
are trying to ndd mmore synergy to the
Foundors Festival as far as coalescing
certain cvents we already have ... to
muoke it weok-long.”

corporate

*] think (Foundera Festival) is a lot
more than just en in-Fermington typo

Volunteers needed now

of an event,” said Special Services

whether Mercy Health Services will
maintain ita Farmington Hills head-
quarters. Officials should know by Jan-
uary 2000.

“It's too oarly to say,” said Stephen
Shivinsky, Mercy Health Services asao-
clate vico president for communica-
tions. “In tho next few manths, we will
be looking at whera we have complo-
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Sunday, July & “ i
« Tecn Angols,
{7 =30 p.m. e Founders Sports Patk
* Flroworka,
10 p.m. ¢ Fourdars Sports Park
Tuesday, July 8
+'Kids day with Bioono the Clown,
n00n 10 § p.m. # Shinwossee Park
Wednosday, July 7:
+ Miss Farmington Pagesnt,
7 pam. * Visdimis's Banquet Center
Thursday, July &
« Kelty-Mliler Clreus,
i 4:30and 7:30 p.m. ¢ Founders Spotts Park
* Tennis tournament,
6 -9 p.m. « Furminglon High School
* Craft show,
10 a.m. to @ p.m. * BIg Apple Bage! parking 1ot

g artn show,
10 a.m. 1o 9 p.m, ¢ Memotlal Park
Friday, July 9:
i « Yannls tournament contlnues,
9 a.m. to @ n.m. ¢ Formington Righ $chool
* Country line dancer,
; 4-5pm. e Showmablle |
i » Bon Tempe Roulie,
$:16 - 6:15 p.m, ¢ Showmodile

* Mud:wppy,
i 6:30 = 7:30 p.m, * Showmoblle

i » Chisel Brothers,
7:45 - B:45 pan. ¢ Showmobifo
i « Imparial Swing Orchostra,
i 9~10:30 p.m. # Showmobile
| Saturday, July 10:
ennls toumament continues,
9 a.m. o 9 p.m. * Farmington High Seheol
i & &4mite run, J-mite walk,
i 8o.m. » Shiswassee Pork
i » Shitners Parade,
{10 am. on Grand River
. « Country {lne dancers,
i 3~-4pm. * Showmabile
i » Stardight Drifters,
4 =5 p.m. ¢ Showmobile

. ‘;iovm horo at a given time-who aron't usu- Director David Boyer. “It's a cities

i » Forbes Brothers,
/ “ally hero. event involving both Farmington and ©  5:15 - 6:15 p.m. « Showmobile
“8a the best thing we can do aa rotail By RICHARD PRARL Rain laat Sun- Farmington Hills, I think it's going to , « i Jacl
businesacs is provide them with somothing  STATT WiTK " day hampored ‘ ‘ ‘ continue to grow In that manner.” | 8:30 - 7:30 p.m. » Showmabilo
Sfuntodo” L rpeartos homecomm.sie offorts to got the Firoworks during the 26th anniver- Pt acket, Shawmobit
. Looking for a good thing to do this woodchipa lnid in sary tion provi ol .1445-8:::::. . mobito
- “~=""Tloase WERTVAL A5 Fourth of July woekend? - tho play arca, said ally popular, with 2,000 people attend- § - 10:30 p.m. « Showmobile
. N Boeauso of rain and shipplng errore, Bill  Richards, D ing dospite vain oartior in the day. Like 2
the city of Favmington ia sccking vol- Farmington's L] lagt yeur, tho Teon Angols porform 7-10 Swaday, July 31
unteors - wholo families and othora amaistant  city i : » Volleyball tournamant,

£3174 10005

who haven't already helped - this Sat-
urday, Sunday end Moaday for ono big,
final push to get the Kids World
Playscapo up and running at Shi-
awnsaoe Park. .

managor who ia overseeing the projoct.
Tho rain softoncd the terrain, forcing

volunteers to make “thousands of trips”

with whoclbarrows instoad of using

~ " Ploase sce PLAY, A3

p.m. followed by pyrotechnics from
Zmmbelli Brothers.

Parking is limited. Peoplo can loave
their cars south of Eight Mile at Metro-
viow, which s within walking distance.
of the concert arca.

ybatl
9 a.m. to 2 p.m, » Founders Sports Park
* Tonnis t continues,
i 9am.to4 pm.e Farmington High School
* » Raffia ticket-holder party,
6«9 p.m. » Farmington Hills Manor




