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C-Note enjoying success of first hit, breaking into Latin market

BY CHRIBTINA FUOCO
BTAFY WRITER

For Jose “Brody™ Martinoez of
C-Note, working with hit song-
writer Dinne Warren was quite
the aviary oxperience,

“She has this bird she sits on
your shouldee ... Tho bird is real.
ly mean. It won't lot you touch it.
Only Bione can touch it, 8he put
tho bird by tho phone when the
phone was ringing. When one of
the producers (QGuy Roche) tried
to anawer tho phone and the bird
kopt stabbing him with his
beak,” Mnrtinez, 24, said with a
laugh.

“It's a pretty bird but nobody
can touch it.”

Two Warron-penned songs
appear on C-Note's debut album
“Difforent Kind of Love™ (Epic) -
“Tell Me Where It Hurts,” and
“One Night Only,” originally
recorded by Luther Vandrosa.

“It wns a great, great oxpori-
ence, I was kind of intimiduted
because sha's Diane Warren
because she's 8 Grammy. Every
song she writes ia just about
gold.”

After awhile, Martinez began
to feel comfortablo with her.

“She'll ent Doritos with you,
She aita down there and she'll
chill with you,” said Martinez,
ono of four vocaliats in C-Note.

The Orlando, Fla.,-baged C-
Note is enjoyinyg the success of
jte first hit, “Wait Till [ Get
Home," written and produced by
veteran hip-hop hitmakera Fuil
Force, and samples Hall and
Qutes.

Boesides mainstrenm success,
C-Note is breaking into theo

. Latin market, which, thanks to

performers like Ricky Martin,
has burst onto Tap 40 charts,

Three-quarters of C-Nots ia of
Latin heritage. Martinez was
born in the United States, and
fellow singer Raul Molina was
reared in the Dominican Repub-
lic. David “D'La" Perez's parents
are from Cuba and Puerto Rico,
C-Note is rounded out by
Andrew *Dru” Rogers.

“Being here, growing up in the
Statos, we listen to all the urban
muaic, all the R&B, all the hip-
hop, all the pop, the rap, There's
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all sorts of music hore in the Witty and catchy, there's u lot to
tes.” love on the band's sophomore
offort.

When asked if he prefers the
majestic sounds of Faith No
More, or the lo-fi feel of Imperiat
Teen, Bottum answered, “Well,
let's just stick with Imperial
Teen.”

“I think our firat record was a

“When I go back home, wo lis-
ten to the music of our country.
It's about time music like thia
came around.”

Martinez grew up in Orlando,
Fla., but spent a year in Clinton
Township living with an aunt
who feli ill. When Martinoz was

a child, his father pushed him to
beecome a bascbali player. Even-
tually, Martinez, 1983 graduate
of Chippewa Valloy High School,
mado his way into music.

C-Note falls into the “boy
group” catcgory that also
includes ‘N Sync and the Back-
strect Boys. But Cecl Kurzman,
VP of worldwide marketiag at
Eple Records, thinks differently.

“First and foromost, wa don't
sce them na a boy group, but as a
very talented vocal group. It just
80 happens that they're good
looking,” Kurzman told Billbonrd
magazine.

Either way, C-Note is sct to
open for Brandy during her tour,
which makes a stop at Joe Louis
Arena on Friday, July, 2,

“What I like nbout it is the
tour's more aoulful.in a vocal
way. Brandy's tatal R&B but also
a big-time cross-over star. Silk is
a big-time R&B act, For us to be
put in there and be respected for
our vocals, that's something I'm
reaily looking forward to.”

C-Note along with Silk and
702 open for Brandy, 8 p.m. Fri-
day, July 2, at Joc Louts Arena,
600 Civic Center Dr., Detroit.
Tickets are $28, $38 and $48.
Call (313) 983-6600 or visit
www. ticketmaster. com for more
information.

Imperial Teen

For Imporinl Teen founder
Roddy Bottum, touring with
Courtney Love and Hole was like
being a part of a traveling circus.

“It’s as entertaining as a cir-
cus, Well, Hole are really great.
There's not like any clowns or
tigers,” expluined Bottum, the
former keybonrdist for Faith No
More.

Imperial Teen's lntus!, album,
“What is Not to Love” (London)
wns roleaned in February and
carries a 19608 pop sensibility.
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little bit lo-f,” he sald of Imperi-
al Teen.

“This one we spent n little
moro time with, Tho first record
wao juat sort of jumped in the stu.
dio and recorded n bunch of
gongs thot wo just lonrnod how
to pley. This onc we took a lot of
time with it — like months, We
took a lot of timo in the studio,
refining the sound, expcnmon&
ing, having a good time.”

Bottum explained that the
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before or afler the show.
Upséale culsiite La &'comfortable.

quick turnaround time of 1886's
“Seasick” is reflective of the
“theme of the last record.”

“We were at & point in all of
our individual artiatry where we
hed juat sort of learncd ali the
instrumeants we were playing, We
were wriling songs together for
the first time. Wo wrote the
songs really fast, It just was
where we were going with that
record. It was just a very novice
approach, We were ﬂulhing the
point that you don't need to
spond a lot of monoy, or be hyper
proficient to write good, passion-
ate pop aongs. That waa sort of
the themo that came into the
first recond.’

“We're not really there any-
more, Wa've been playing togeth-
er for closs to five years, We .
known each othec renlly well. We ~
play together really well so we're

Join us for dinner

supper’ club setting. .
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not gonna stick to some lo-fi pre-
tend charade,” ho said before
adding “that just rolled of my
tongue, didn't it?”

Imparial Teen and Owsley open
for Fountains of Wayne 8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 14, at The Shel.
ter below St. Andrew's Hall, 431
E. Congress, Detroit, Tickets are
$8 in advance, $10 at the door for
the all-ayes show. Call (313) 961-

Strip is available on dnmand
through July 23 at www. mp3,
com/thecult The Web cast{
includes songs like “Wild Flower?
und “Love Removal Machine.”
The Cult, lead by frontman Jan
Astbury and guitariat Billy
Duffy, nre perfarming together
for the firat time in four yeers
The Cult reunion also includes
drummer Matt Se

Lust.

DANCE « MUSIC » LITERATURE » DRAMA ¢ VISUAL ARTS ¢ DANCE » MUSIC * LITERATURE

rum, formeriy
MELT or visit www. §61Imelt.com
for more information.

Misc.

The Cult's concert at the Viper
Room on Hollywood's Sunact

of Guns ‘N Roses, nnd bassist
Martyn LeNoble, formerly of
Porno for Pyros. The Cult plays
Clutch Corgo's in Pontlac on
Thursday, July 29. For mor¢
information, call (248) 646-8080
or viait www.861melt.com

Greed.

Weather
Pattermns.

Just 3 of the great preductions
now playing at Stratford.
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1999
ingham * Bloomfield

Cultural Arts Award

Birm

Nomination Form

« LITERATURE *DRAMA = VISUAL ARTS*

Address:

I (we) nominate the following as the person who has done the
most to further the arts in the Birmingham-Bloomfield area:
(Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, Birmingham, Bloomfield
Hills, Bloomfield Township, Franklin)

Name of your nominee:

City & Zip Code:

Telephone:
FPlease submit

Submitted by:

reasons for your nomination. The strength and quality
of your nomination is very important to the jury.

on an attached, type-written sheet the

Your Address:

Your daytime

Your City & Zip Code:

telephone:

Cultural

Send nomination form to:

The Birmingham-Bloomfield Cultural Acts Award

Nominations are due by July 31, 1999

Council of Birmingham/Bloomfield
P.O. Box 465
Birmingham, MI 48012
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The Cultural Council of Birmingham/Bloomfield. .
The Community House. The Bivmingham-Bloomfield Art Center
and The Eccentric Newspapers.
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This award is sponsored by

:

iresses
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