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B NORTH FARMINGTON HIGH

: :givn them tha very best education. She alsowas hoping to lead North
through the i ding chall £ impl ing block schedull

. g o
. in 1889-2000, the same year a masaive $14 million facelift — includ-
ing that okylight-lad ining area Tud
. “This has been a significant part of my life,” said Clarke, who as of
- today begins her job as Pontiac’s assistant superintendent of instruc.
tion, “And I'l leave a part of my heart hero.”

That was clear during the June 8 commencement ceromonies at
Compuware Sports Arean ia Plymouth Township. Clarke held back
tears and snid she almost couldn't deliver her speech, “Tho lust two
di ys ?”of school, kids wero saying, ‘How are we going to do it without

!

Thoy will have to. Tho district is intorviewing applicants to take
over at North, with the hope of rccommending n succossor at the
Tuesday, July 20 regular school horrd meeting. Whoover is hired will

work with Clarke to ensure a smooth transition.
Ofton described as strong-willed and a perfee.
tionist, Clarka indoed has a soft spot for North,
her home away from hame since December 1989,
when her appointment marked the first time a
femals took over a Farmington district high

achool.

“I lovo what I do,” Clarke said. “And my moti-
vatlon is, ... you've got to ses thelr faces when
they are so proud of what they have accom-
plished. It's what creates my enorgy and drive.”

During nn interview reveral daya following the
achool yem’lu land, Ralders T-shirts, jenn{n n:nd

still adorned 0 +

Clarke'’s
mer office, She radiatad pride during & tcur of
the renovated campug, ono of the projecta includ-
ed in tho Septomber 1987 bond issue,
*“The teachors,” Clarke aald, “they deserve it, They do such a great
job with kida, I want to seo it happen for thom.”

Deborsh Clarke

Sho spoke with oven mare pride whon talking obout the leadership
exuding from North faculty members (she mentfons Carl Gippert,
Jonny Lambert and Jason Lowo) and students. Among the latter ia
1999 graduato and Student Round Table president Monique Luse.

*It’'s beon a pl hi {onique) ,* Clarke said,
*Every year sho increnses bright, poised
and articulato.” .

g hoer
her leadership. She is 80

Planned on staying .

‘Why then, would Clarke decide to take her carcor elsowhere? She
inalsts tho Pontiac job came out of nowhers, and turned out to be too
good of & professional chance to pass up. Pontiac is building 8 now
ndu;lnhtmﬁve toam, following the hiring of Walter Burt as superin-
tandent.

*] wasn't looking for a job, I'm very happy bere,” Clarke said, 1
wae looking forward to staying and aeeing the new (block) program
begin. The building is up next year...”

But one of Clarke's friends, a consultant for Pantiac, contacted her
about & newly created position that might suit her porfectly. She
) attonded a two-day retreat and
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liked what sho learned.

“As I llstened, it occurred to me
thore was a real closo match to
where they are going and"Hly
exporience.” o

Clsrke compared it to 1989,
when the promotion of Nprth
Principal Don Cowan prompted
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Farmington ufficials to luré-¥ier
away from an assistant principal’a
job at Ypsilanti High School, ..

“Whoen 1 came hore,” she
recnlled, “the board of educativn
was looking for o principal (who)
would expand opportunities for all
kids, help kids connect better with
the achool.”

During the 1990s, Clarke
worked toward that goanl. Multi-

forming arta, high tech learning
and enhanced teacher input in
decision making were among
gaina achieved during that span.
All of thase areas will be tested,
howaver, with the move to block
scheduling.

“Wo certainly want our kids to
bo on the cutting odge and have
every opportunity psssibla beyond
high schoo),” Clarke continued.
“Sp we're trying to build ¢he best
foundation here”

Only becunuse Clarke believes
she auccessfully attained her mis-
gion at North doce she etep
toward Pontinc and the challanges
awaiting her there, Pontinc will
puse a bigger task, if only because
of the number of students she will
be serving, In Poantiac, there are
about 14,000 studonta; North's
student body for 1999-2000 is pro-
jected at 1,300,

That'’s fine with Clarke, a for-
mer teacher who intends on atill
finding plenty of time to work
with youngsters, on committees,
for cxample. “People also said that
to me when I went to the princi.
palship, 'Will you miss kids? I sce
them all day long.”

Although Clarke will miss
North and the community it
sorves, she won't misas the
marathon-like commutoes to and
from her home in Dexter. Those
tendod to cut into potential time
for hobbies auch as collecting
antiques and gardening. In fact,
she expecta to move to the Pontine
area soon.

But thore's no doubt that Ciarke
will still kecp abreast of wg"ptzn
transpiring over horosmim
Raiderville. el

“A goal of mine was alwaya to
leave a team of parents, stullinis
and administratora workjng
together,” Clarke conclugpg.
“That's in place now. You have to
have the whole community
involved in education and educa-
tion is everyl s business, s §

It is a philosophy Pontial $odn
will find out about.

Merey
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mentary services and where we
have aervices that overlap and
try to make sanss of that.”

In March, Mercy officinls put a
hold on plans to build new head-
quarters and an out-pationt cer-
ter in Novi as part of a cost-cut-
ting meanure. ~

Mercy, like other health sys-
tems, has taken a hit from a
drop in Medicaid and Medicare
reimbursements. Catholic health
systems mako peopls who are
poor as part of their mission.

Econoraics weren't the overrid-
ing factor in the morger, Mercy’s
Shivinsky said. Sponsors of
Morcy and Holy Cross had been
sooking a partner, which will
ebsarb the “poaks and valleys” of
the health care industry.

“Strategically, we think it's
important,” Shivinsky said,

The combined system will
include 52 hospitals - including
Bt. Joseph Mercy Health System
in Ann Arbor, Mercy Hospital in
Detroit and 8t. Joseph Mercy.
] Onkland in Pontinc ~ along with
clinica, long-tarm care facilitios,
home health offices and hospice
Programs acruss seven states.

The yet-to-ba named system
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subject clusses, emphasis on per- .

will have projected rovenues of_:
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