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Adam Sandler grows up with ‘Big Daddy

BY JON KAtz
SPECIAL WRITER

“I know, I know,” Adam San-
dler might have said to his
agent around a year ago, “Lthe
dopey characters sell. But the
critics say I can't act because 1
haven't done anything with
pathos. Hey, I can do pathos, Get
me somethin’ with pathos. Then
get me a dictionary”

So at 32, Sandler may be all
through with “Waterboy” roles,
opting for grownup parts like
“Big Daddy.” Big mistake.

ter) ia just this nice, regular guy
with a few problems — promis-
ing Jaw career on hold, dumped
by his girl, dissed by his dad,
eclipsed by his college buddies
— you can expect Sandler to go
back to the well for another doso
of dopiness.

Meanwhile, “Big Daddy” gives
us a kinder, gentler Adam with-
out discarding the wise guy
New Yorkerisms. Koufax finds
himseclf the dumpee in & doomed
relationship with girlfriend
Vanessa (Kristy Swanson) and
adopts a five-year-old boy to

When the plan backfires —
she takes up with some old guy
anyway — he tries to roturn the
kid like an uncpened CD. Hav-
ing second thoughts, he con-
vinces Social Services to let him
keep young Julian until a foster
family can be found, How much
trouble could one kid he?

Act 11 ig the film's best seg-
ment, in which Sonny’s parental
baptism by fire includes coping
with bedwetting, racing to
McDonald's before they switeh
menus from breakfast to lunch,
fighting over the TV and yet

go every 30 seconds.”)

Naturally, the two become
inseparable despite a court
order to the contrary. Elementa
of Jim Currey's “Liar Liar” and
Tim Allen’s “The Santa Clause”
creep in ot this point, as Sonny
dusts off his law degree and
fights for custady.

First-time screenwriter Steve
Franks turned over his draft to
Sandler who, with partner Tim
Herliby, added pieces of busj-
ness from their own childhood
like Julien’s attachment to a
favorite toy. They also seripted

delivery guy (Rub Schaeider) to
an urbane homeless person
(Steve Buscemi, who had a
memorable moment in Sandler’s
“Billy Madison.”}

There are big laughs in “Big
Daddy,” but parents will note
that most of them feature body
parts or functions, injurious
slapstick (tossing & branch in
the path of a Rollerblader) or
smart aleck East Coast come-
backs. Your own child is not
likely to respect you more after
secing it unless you, like Sonny,

“Big Daddy” aims more for the
heart than the funny bone, and
might have hit closer to its
mark if Sonny didn't go through
the whole film looking and
sounding like he just woke up,

He sports a bad etubble even
for his big first date with his
roommate's fiancée's sister
Layla (Joey Lauren Adams). |

So is Sandler, like Sonny,
ready to take on some reu]
responsibility? And is that what
we want from our Waterboy?
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