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Each
island’s
the best

Part2o0f2
1Y SANDRA ARMDRUSTER
BTAYY WRITER
sarmbrustar@oo.humecomn.not

Remomber those popular
movies like “South Pacific” and
“Jurpssic Par?” Ever think you'd
like to soc where they wore
filmed? Then visit Kauai, the
garden island, the location of the
original “Fantasy Island” televi-
Bion series,

Kauai was the first stop on
Americn Hawaii Line's 8.5, Inde-
pendence as we cruised to four
$alands in tho chain. It was also

“dno of the islands touted ns the
¥hest" on our return flight home,
SBee if you agree, R
- Unlike tho populated Oalu,
which we explored last week,
much of Kauai is inaccessible.
Thore is just one paved road,
and & round-trip drive is aboul
90 miles. If you've got the stami-

na, backroading is populuron .

unpaved trails to sce sugnr cane
plantntions and mountain for-
motiens missed on othgr tours.
Whatever tour you take, be pre-
pared for some rain — all tho
Detter to see rninbows and
waterfalls,

A rainbow can bu geen from
the top of Mt. Waialcale, the
wettest place on earth; it gets
461 inches of rain each year,
with frequent rainbows,

But, no problem. Hawalians
huve a way of dealing with every

Cooling shade: Visitors to Lahaina on Maui take shelter under a banyan tree whose

arms stretch out over an acre in the city.

situation. There {8 o uhiveraally
understood gesture among
jslanders: With thumb and little
fingor raised, the hand is waved
gently signaling others to “Hong
looac!”

I took: a helicopter ride over
the famed “Grand Canyon of the
Pazific,” » 12-mile-long rift of
strinted stong with some vegeta-
tion, The chtppear climbed over
the mountains and moved into
tho canyon dp our pilot/ guide
glided ps through the canyon,
then.up the fdte of Mt. Waialeale
and. over to.tho steep Na Pali
cliffs, which resemble an accor-
dion. Coneluding the trip was an
exciting deacent as the pilot epi-
raled us into the Kawaikini vol-
cano, which formed the island.
The cone {2 now covered with

Pearl Harbor memorial

teaches many lessons .

BY 9ANDRA ARMURUSTER
BTAFF WRITER
sarmbruster@oe.homecomm.net

The history of war times often
is Dlurred. Places and names of
wars vary, but reasons and
results often scem obscured by
political posturing as notions
ready for the next battle,

Thnt posturing is pummeled
into reality off vhore the island
of Oshuy, where the USS Arizona

o

came to rest on Dec, 7, 1941, in
Pearl Harbor. Such a lovely
name; such a vile deed when
Japanese pilots bombed the Ari-
zonn and other ships in the har-

bor.

What really hoppened that
day and why? A trip to the
famous monument tells the
somber atory. It began with
trade disputes. Seund familiar?

The stoery of that terrible day

Hilton Tolado 216-447-1300 §74

vegetation,

Thao trip has been rated os tho ~

Nn. 1 tour in the world by
National Geographic.

Surprising Maui

There js much else to be said
for Maui: beautiful beaches and
resort arcas, opportunities for
snorkeling, a varicty of vegeta-
tion, cowboys and the dormant
volcano Haleakala,

For mo the best part of the trip
to Maui was secing a humpback
whale brecch not more than 100
yards from me. That means the
40-foot-long behemoth playfully
propelled itself completely out of
the water. Everyone screamed in
delight, including me. Only prob-
lem was I got so excited I forgot
to take a picture.

is told in a 20-minute film shown
to vigitors. It is not for the faint
of heart.

During the boat ride to the
monument, we listen to an
explanation of how, thie low cen-
ter of the white monument re-
presents the United States in its
darkest hour, while the uplifted
onds of the monument recalls
the notion's return to greatness.

A nun quietly tells a passenger
she frequently comes to the
memorial to pray.

We disembark, and all are
quiet, except for some teens yet
untouched by war's devastation.
We hang over the open sides of
the memorial, waiting for a cloud
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Enjoy a BounceBackWaekend®
ot Hilton and refax for less.
Whon was the last time you did
sbsalutely nothing? Enjoyed pam-
pering that made a few doys feel
like & vacation? A Hilton
BounceBackWeokend - 3]
providos overything you  Herfiont
neged 1o rest end revive. Plus
recaive a ftoe Continental break-
fast or credit towards a full break-
fast (at Hilton Suitos you'll roceive a
full American breakfast and
evening beverege reception). You
can make your BounceBack
Waekend resorvations at
wwwi.hilton.com/bounceback

ar call your professlonal travel
agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or ono of
the Dstroit arca Hiltons listad,

FAOM

outs

Fa108 870 VaLd oW ThYOUQh 1273773, Oty Of VwoOk Svanalatly Bnd £1ay 104 MOMUNS vary by hOLET. 1a10% Sub0Ct 10 & Ahg0 witnoul notke. Larly dhecs.-
YOGt 10 paymoat of hauhe! 1ate Of oarly departue foe. Kids 18 and unwor 51y fow i thant pa'unts’ o OrendDaronts’ 100m. Beveraga IeCupton nchad-

64 1n 51010 prce. BUDLOCE 10 stelo and Kcal laws. Limhled svatabiy, ndvanca ookng requrnd Ratos axclusva of (ax nd gratuilios ond do ot anpdy (0
Q/0uRs O 10 Othot affers. Dthor 13tNCLons spply. 1997 Hilion Hate's.

b

ooterss

=
BIAFF FIOTU Y HANDRA ARGIRUSTEN

We were on watch for the
humpbacks during a tour apon-
sored by the Pacific Whale Foun-
dation. Adding to the memorable

&

on tho whales, By law, all water
craft must etay 150 yards from
the whalas or cut their engines.
In this case, the whales seemed
to willfully violate the luw and
delight in performing. It wos
their time of year to frodic in the
waters off the islands for mating
angran,

A clear doy on Maui
At noarly 10,000 feet, tho
viowa from the peak of

Huleokals are spectaculur — as
wau the ride up. Bwitchbacks up
tho valcano showed tho varisty
of vegetation, n one polnt looking
like northorn Michigan with its
pine trees, But looking into the
crater, clonrly wa were in unoth-
er world in which pink mounds
contrasted with tho hazy blue of
distant walls and the beige floor
of sund,

We walked slowly up the short
path to the overlook site: Oxygen
deprivation made breathing and
walking difficult.

Pineopple fiolds spread out in
alt directions, Sompling some of
the golden, malt-in-your-mouth
Einnnpplo showed the difference

ctween fresh and the pale,
canned varicties found at home,

After apending hours at the
seaquarjum or shopping, many
visitors liked to coo! off under
the shade of a remarkable ban-
yan tree in Lahaina that spreads
its sheltering limby for an sere in

trip aboard a t i s0il-
boat was the lowering of a micro-
phone into the deep, clear waters
80 we could listen to the whnles
calling out to encl: other,

Or were they inviting us to fol-
low their lead?

With us wasg a naturalist pro-
vided by the foundation, who
had spent several days on board
ship regaling us with tales dur-
ing whale sightings. It had bevn
the beat sightings of the season,
she anid. The scason runs from
December through March.

Joining fn on the fun was our
amiable captain, who said he
would use the ship to “sncak” up

to paga,

When it does, we see the rust-
ing tomb lying in shallow water.

In the shrine room of the
memorial {8 a stone wall with
the names of those who died
when the USS Arizona went
down.

As we near shore on the return
trip, we hear former President
George Bush tell us: “I bear no
grudge toward the Japanese.

the center of town.

It effered a good chance to
regroup before heading for the
other big island on our cruise,
the Big Island of Hawaii which
we were to visit & live volcano,

The Big Island

The largest of tho islands,
Hawali, offers two distinct cli-
matos — extremely wet and
extremely dry on opposite sides
of the island. Consequently, the
landscape and activities vary
from 13,700-foot Mauna Kean,
which is the tallest mountain in
the Pacific, and the still-active

None at all.” :

Those words echo as I recall a
family I observed before sceing
the film. The husband, wife and
their young child were waiting to
enter the theater, along with
extended families on both sides,
There was no doubt that all
doted on the child. It mattered
not that the father was of
Jupanese heritage and the moth-
¢r of some other European her-
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voleanos Mauna Loa and
Kilauen to tropical gardens,

We safled nt night pust the
lava flow from Kilauca with
molten Jave and billowing steam
clearly aeen where tho volcann
meets tho ecean. Listoning to
our ship-board kumu (teucher}
toll the story of the fire goddoss
Pale, we could hear the chunts
and drum boat of native Hawal-
lang, Pelo is to he appeased,
Hawaiinnas remind us, knowing
full well the destruction she his
wrought in eruptlona thot have
wiped out villages.

Bomehow we understand the
magic of the [slands that keops
drawing people back to the
{alands,

Tho Hawailan experience fs as
much offshore as on the islonds,
a8 those of us who wanted to
learn to snorke! enjoyed a now
adventura, Supported by inner
tubes nnd donning prescription
awim masks, wa flosted over a
fish preserve off the Captain
Cook menument. Tho preserve,
in which wo were not allowed to
touch the bottom, was filled with
multi-hued coral and fish. Kal-
ley, who guided ma throughotit
tha excursion, judged mo “the
moat improved passenger” alter
a few false starts. I won't sny
how meny.

I didn’t want to get out of
water, but it was timu to leave
for our ship, which was to anil to
Honolulu for our trip home.

The whirlwind tour of the
istands had been like traveling
to a foreign land. It was an
adventure I wouldn't soon forget.

As tho debnta grow during the
trip homo on which was the
“best” {sland, I found myself
unsble to argue for just one
island in the chain.

Hmmm, perhaps it will take o
return trip to paradise for mo to
decide,

Sandra Armbruster is editor of
The Lake Orion and Oxford
Eccentric papers.

itage,

Would that we all could bear
no grudgea — to anyone, any-
where.

Joining the Arizona in the
Pear! Harbor area is the USS
Missouri, on which the Japanese
government surrendered at the
end of the war, {t's wise to get
tickets ahead of time for both
tours,



