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Shop, swap and seli

Young entrepreneurs learn the fine art of business

BY TIM 8MITH
BTAY? WhITER
tamithCoc.homocomm.nat

‘oung entreprenours who participated in Thursday’s
“Shop, Swap nnd Sell” ovent seem to already have
their prioritios in place,

“What he mukos will go for a Nintendo gume,” snid
Furmington Hills mom Amy Long, watching his 8-year-old
son Jnmes tr, to sell tio-dyed socks, T-shirts and pillow
cares he made himsolf. “This is his firat venture as a sales-
man, but ho's always loved shopping.”

With more than two hours remaining in the free ovent,
uponsored by the Farmington D Dovel

B ‘There's really no other plece that the
kids-can do this on thelr own. They priced
it on thelr own, they're selling it on thelr
own, [t gives them a chance to tearn about
business.’

Amy Long

—Pa-cnt

Authority, James had sold enough to nearly break aven for
all of tho supplies.

A little morketing also went on at the table. James and
his sister Hannah, 4, enticed customers by offering free
plastic toys with each tie-dye item purchased.

But what if bargain browsars didn’t buy a $8 T-shirt or
pillow case? Well, thoy had to spend a quarter for each toy,

Amy Long said she liked the iden of a kide-only garage
sale, for various reasons.

“There’s really no other place that the kids can do this on
their own,” sho said. “Thoy priced it on their own, they'ro
solling it on their own. It givea them a chanso to learn
about business.”

Another mom agreed that the swnp cvent is something
kida can benefit from.

“Thoy decided what they wanted to sell and they dis-
cussed tho price,” satd Peggy Haapala, of Farmington. “... I
want them to do it themselves, But I have a protty goed
idea thoy're apending more than they've mado.”

Items being sold by the Haapala kide = Megan, 10,
Jumes, 7, Mary, 6 ~ included overything from a Baby Bop
dol to pre-school educational toya and pu=zles.

*This is their first year (working a table) but they've
attended them before,” Peggy Hanpala said,

They were having fun buying stuff, too. Jamea spent 60
conts for n plastic bag filled with hockey cards,

“He's really excited about that,” Peggy ndded.

At one of tho other tables set up In the parking lot were
three 12-year-olds from Farmington, David Lin, Alex Roe
and Alex Zaks. Liko many of the other swapaters, thoy
grabbed itoma from around the house that they don't par-

Ready, alm: Nick Bringardner demonstrates the proper form to use with a nerf
bow-and-arrow, one of many items at Thursday’s garage sale for kids..

1y uso anymore and put them up for sale,

Spread out on thelr table was quite an assortmont. There
woro compact diska (such as “Welrd Al* Yankovic and the
Bee Gees), action figures and comic books, to name just o

few,

“I inherited all my comic books for free,” said Alox Zaks.
‘;,I'm kn;elllng them for $2 a piece. 8~ far, I've made about five

ucks.”

But he hopes to unload whatever he can. *I've had some
of this stulf for slx yeara.”

David soid he likes the bartering aspect of tha garnge
gnlo, “If you give custoraers a price, and thoy don't like it,
you ... have the freedom to bargain.

“So far I haven't sold much,” anid Alex Roe. “But al! of
',)u'nd:tuﬂ'o just hanging around tho house and lsn’t worth
much.”

The eighth annual event, dubbed a “garage salo by kids
for kida," wns held at the Orchard Streat Park in conjunc-
tion with the nenrby Farmington Founders Festival, said
Judy Downcy, exccutive director of the DDA.

“The kids really enjoy it,” Downey said. “They usuaily
wlnq u&;pcndlng the money they make by buying other

stuff”

Accordl;ag to Downey, “Shop, Swap and Sell” - part of
Dy Farmi 's O Series ~ wna inten-

tionally acheduled for the same week ns Foundera Festival
to draw & good crowd.

“This is a fomily oriented ovent,” Downey explaincd,
“And in order to really make thia viable, you need to have a
1ot of people wandering downtown.

Most of the other programs in the DDA series entail per-
formera doing shows for an audience,
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The following are police and fire incidents that

POLICE AND FIRE CALLS

160 pick-up ia believed to bo the suspect vehicle in

occurred In Farmington and Farmington Hills dur-  that case.
ing the past week. LANDLORD DISPUTE
In Farmington Hills:

THEFT

In Farmington Hills: .

Someone atole a woman's purse with $160 cash
and credit cards from inside a 1998 Plymouth Car-
avan July 4.

BURGLARY

In Farmington Hills:

Burglara broke into a Botsford Torraco Apart-
mont and stole a $200 pair of di d i

A man told police hia landlord grabbed him by
the throat and screamed profanities at him during
a disputa on Hardonburg Street July 5. Polica did-
n't ses any injuries. .

DUPLICATE CHECKS

In Farmington Hills:

Employees cashed payroll checks that turned out
to be dupli at Arbya on Orchard Lake March

between July 3-6. Tho residont found itoms scat-
tored in soveral rooma. Tha victim thinks the cul-
prit might be a former roommate, police roports
said. : 5
Someane atolo soven crystal pieces worth $1,600
from a display caso at Veena's Cards & Collectibles
on 12 Mile between July 3-6. .
Thioves atole two pussports, a gold chain, wed-
ding ring and eight stlver dollars warth $500 from
a Lona Diive home July 7. Thieves entered
through an attached garage door and pried opon
an inner door. .
DRUHKEN DRIVING
In Farmington Hills: .
Polico nrrested a Clinton Township man, 68, for
drunken driving on southbound Power Road, no
* of 10 Mile, at 10:45 p.m. July 7, Police stopped the
1985 Cndillac after getting n tip about a possible
. drunken driver, The man had a blood alcohol lovel
of .10 percent, which is abova the atato legal limit.
ATTEMPTED BURGLARY .
In Farmington Hills:
Thicves broke the front door glass in an attempt
* to break-in to Meadowa Party Store on Farmington
Road during the night of July 7-8, causing $200
damage. A store burglary waa reported on Farm.
- ington and Seven Mile in Livonia. A gray Ford F-

Nursery school taking students |

' Nnrdin Park Nuraery School

in Farmington Hills ia enrolling

students for their 3- and-4-ycar-
. old_programs. An enrichment —

. domestic violence,

pre-kindcrgarten ~ program for
G-yoar-oids is alse available.
Limited opening for this fall are
available for all programs. Cali

29, Some of tho 10 workers snid they'd reimburse
the monoy to aveld being proaccuted. One employ-
eo rofused to answer questions and said ho would |
have an attornoy present, police reports anid. Oth-
ers couldn’t be reached or no longer work at the
‘reataurant. Checks ranged from $160 to $584. One
woman said she cashod the check aont to her
home, thinking it was a bonus, according to police.
DOMESTIC ASSAULY '

In Farmington Hills: .

Polico arrested a Hills man, 38, after his live-in
girlfriend said she was punched soveral times July
3. Hor left eyo was bruised, police said, She also
had bruiscs on her left and right arma and leg. She
told officors she tried to phono 911 but her
boyfriend took the phone from her and wouldn't let
her leave the apartment for three days. The man
had an cutstanding warrant in Wayne County and
told officora ho had been arrested two yeors ago for

AUTO THEFY
In Farmington Hills:

Someone drilled the door lock in an attompted to
steal a 1993 Jeep Cherokee parked at Nantucket
Townhouscs an Atlantie Pointo July 7.

A 1988 Chovy Corvette was stolen from Villnge
Green Apartments on Floral View Drive July 7.

Pam at 474-6987 for enroliment
information, -

Nardin Park Nursery is a non-
profit school.

BIg gulp: Eddie Wheeler takes a pull at his water bottle while
waiting for buyers. He had a large selection of sports cards and
reported that so far he had made “about 30 bucks."




