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Consumers need to be informed when donating

‘. About 2,900 charities are
ficanaed in Michigan to solicit
donations fram you and your
nulghbnrs E\mry year, these
‘charitics tako in millions of dol-
lars in donationa. While many
uso your monoy wisely, others
are not deserving of your gen-
crosity, snys the Farmington
dills Consumer Protection Com-
Ihiasion.

. Asking questiona about the
sharity and moking an informed
giving decislon {8 the only way to
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be aure that your money will
support the worthwhile services
that a charity can provide.

Ask Questions

If you receive a solicitation
enll, it {a best if you don't pledgo
befare you have all the facts.
Even if the charity sounds
waorthwhile, requost writton
infarmation. Take the time you
need to think things over - a
charity that needs your help
today will ntill need it tomorrow,

Ask:

@ WHO is soliciting for tho
charity — volunteera or profen-
slonal fund-raisors?

B WHAT does the chority do?
‘What is it's purpose?

& WHY should you give to this
charity? Is your donation tax
deductible?

& WHERE ia the charity Jocat-

od? Requeat a name, addroos,,

nnd telophono number,
W WHEN did the charity begin
oporating? Hao it beon offective?
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I HOW MUCH of your money
will go to tho program you wish
to eupport? How much will go for
fund raising or adminiatrative
coats?

Facts You S8hould Know
Most charltios and profossion.
al fund-rainors who solicit in
Michigan must be liconsed or
registorad with the Michigan
Departmont of Atternoy Genoral,
‘They must also filo annual
reports with that office. All

Boxod anloll Sats, Bedminlon Suts

rsoshass, Bocce & moro, R

. 19.98- 9

Save up to °

GREAT:

GOLF & TERNIS
APPRRLL

Select
Hike, R%:

arel for Men & Women from
ok, (o!umblu, Wilson & more

licenaed organizations aro issued
a Michigan Charitable Solicita-
tions number, Ask tho charity to
provide you with this informa-
tion boforoe you donate. This
information is nleo available by
colling (517) 373-1152, or by
writing to the Michigan Charita-
ble Truat Section at PO Box
30214, Lansing, MI 489809, The
attorney genoral is also available
nt www.ag.stato.mi.us,

Moat public safoty groups are
not charitica, They are often

social groups, unions, or political
action groups whose membership
conrists of curront or former fire-
fighters and law onforcement
personncl, Those groupa mny use
littlo of your money for charita-
hle purposes, In order far your
donation to be tax deductible,
tho receiving organization must
bo spocific with Internal Rev-
onue Service roquiremonts, You
may wish to ask tho sollcitor if
your donation will bo deductible.
Your refusal to donate to these
groups will not affect your acceas
to police, fire, or cmergency sor-
vices. Moat public safety organi-
zationa that solicit are required
to fila with tho attorney general.
You may direct public uafoty
inquiries to the attornoy gencral
hotline at (800) 760-4516. Nole
that this is for public safety
inquiries only. Your call cannot
forwarded from this numbor.
Finnlly, many charities mail
you a small gift or itom that you

_did not salicit. You are not obli-

gated to return this gift or
donate to charity. Also, when
"donating to any charity, your
namo may be placed on mailing
lista isoued to other charities or
organizations. Aak to have your
name removed if you do not wish
to have it on a mailing list.

Charitahle giving is a process
that involves knowing your
rights and responaibilities as
donor, Always ask questions and
take time to think before you
decide. This i the beat way to
guarantee that your charity dol-
lars will be gpent in the manner
you expect. You are the key to
tha charity's success and to the
swindlor’s failure, Don't just give
to charity ~ give wisely.

For more information about
this or ather consumer issues,
contact the Farmington Hills
C Protection C i
at (248) 426.4456. Committec
meetings are held at 6:30 p.m.
the third Tucsday of every month
at the William Costick Center,
28600 11 Mile.

SCHOOL BRIEFS

The foliowing is a round-up of
events In the Walled Lake
School District, which includes
a northwest Farmington Hills,
OGALILEO LEADERS

For tho past two years, the dis-
trict has participated in the
Galiloo program with major
sponaorship from tho. Kellogg
Foundation. Bocausa of careful
budgeting, we anticipate that
the Kellogg funding will assist in
crrrying the program into a
third two-year cycle, which will®
give the district nearly thirty
teachers who have beon through
the program. This year's partici-

" pants arc: Bette Ambrose, Cen-*

tral; Carolyn Brown, Walnut
Croek; Barb Fiorini, Meadow-
brook; Chriag Golden, Westoern; '
Peggy Haver, WLMS; Kevin'
Josoph, Banke; Jim Lewin, Jeff*
Liles and MaryKny Markas, Cen-
tral; and Patricia Werner, Keith, *
QOLDEN APPLE AWARD X
Tho district honored Darrin®
Jennings, Western teacher and *
girls' JV basketball coach. He-
was nominated by his JV team.
VOLUNVEER RECOGNITION WEEK
Individual voluntecrs and out-
standing stalf mombers aroe roc- -
ognized throughout the yenr
through Golden Apple Awards, ’
but each spring tho district scts *
aside -ono woek to honor the
logions of voluntoers who work »
throughout the district each day 3
of the achool year. The board i
proclaimed the weck of May 81. .
Juno 4, 1999 as Volunteer,
Rocognition Weok. {
INARY 1999.2000 BUDGET |
Administration present*d tho :
proposed 1998.2000 school bud-
get during the state-mandated
public hearing. The public and -
board of education membersthad .;
the opportunity to ask questions ,;
and the board adopted the 1889-
2000 oporating budget s pre-
sented. The board also approved |
final adjustments to the 1998-
1989 budget to more accurately
reflect the yoar's rovenues und
expendituros.
MHLAGK RATE REDUCED
Based on the provisions nl‘Pm-
posal A, the diatrict will lovy 18.
mills on non-homestoad proporty
for 1999-2000. The millage
required to generute the certmed
hold-harmless revenue for 1998 ' -
2000 will bo 8.0520 mills. ‘This
is a veduction of .2564-mill for "'
homestoad property cwners. To '
satisfy debt obligntiona frr 1999.
2000, 4.8 mills will be levied.,
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