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A gemologlat dacon’t neod to fiold
ground balls to know a brillient diamond.
Likowive, a baseball dendzon can appraise
¢ gom when ho sces ane. .

All eyes aro on o basuball field off Mid-
dlebelt Road, between Grand River and
Shiawassce,

“It's tha hidden jewol of Farmington
Hills,” gaid Miks Kish, a Hilla youth base-

“ ball coach. o

It's a ficld trip that inspires poetic ram-
blings about emerald greon graas, red
brick'clay and white lines encosing droams
of child nnd adult

A field of dreams of thelr own

olds all around.” We can’t hear that
enough.”

Pirronello, & former ussistant busoball
coach at Madonna University, took his cuo
from Miica Gaorge, who transformed Livo-

"nla Bentloy High's diamond into & firat-

rato collego fiald.
Pirronetlo’s Dodger teams played at the

' Farmington Hilla field, which uzed to be

owned by the Knights of Colurabus. Step-
pingstone School bought thoe building and
loaged the ficld.

At ona point, Pirronello was told base-
baoil was dono baing played there.

“We were disappointed,” said Pirronello,
who lives in Livenia. “Wo told them wo'd
go thers ang make it

wlike, .

Youth basoball
conch Lau Pirronel-
lo transformoeu the
onca weary softball
ficld into n uprightly
bagsbail diamond,
which hes kids-and
parents raving
alike, The fiold
bewrs all the ament-
tios of a  Major
Losgue ground. .

A woll-nanicursd
grass lnécld ieads
to u wondrous out-
fiold more rosem-
tling a billiard table
top. A green outficld

laok a litt} better.”

Pirronello und a
voluntoor crow ra-
sceded baro spots in
the outficld und
added a gprinkler
system, During tha
socond year, & grass
infiold was added
with red clay
imported from down

outh,

In addition to a
visuaily ploasing
red hua, tho spocind
dirt enaurcs & truer
bounce,

gotting -cut of the

fenee is topped with  Alinost roady: Lou Firronello * uniforms, but it's
d y“‘é”“’ g’hﬂ”“ “;‘h warms up his toam before the ;,‘i"n-‘/' l‘lm?:l;mm‘
ing to give you! DI . . irronello said.

hittern something to evening's game begxmz? .- Hiu Dodger team

.y .

Other features make the Little League
game n» major eveat. Piayers atand for the
National Anthem, which is filtered over a
public addrosa syatem.

Eneh kid's name ia-announcod when he
ateps Inte the hatter's box nad music fil-
ters throughout the purk botween inninga.
After thoe Inat out, each child picks up o

..., Yako or a hose to maintain thoir fiold's lus-

ter.

“Wa really take pride in our ficld,” aid
Pirranello, whoso Detroit Concenled Secu-
rity Systems Dedgors 12- and 18-year-old
tenms call the pleca home, “Wa love hear-
ing, “Ihis ie the grestest field for 12-yeur-

- plays’ & 21-game
league schodulo but voad games are
incregsingly fewer, Opposing teams want
to play at their field instoad.

It just puts you io the mood to play the
gamo,” said Pirronoilo, whose son Mark
Vince is on the Dodger team,

Ag 11-yoar-olds, the Detroit Concealsd
Securitiea Dodgrers won eight games before
bowing out of the CABA World Series in
Miesour] last summer. The 12-year-old
Dodger team went 44-0 last season and
carned a trip to the Poc Wee Recuo World

* Series,

. “It's quality basehall played on n quality
field,” Pirruncile said.

Brecoming:
Bill Szpyr-

lines on the
fiold, Pat |

Rugin
waters the

“infield. -
Chri

homa plate.
(At right)-|
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The hidden jewel
of Farmingion Hifls

“It's a littls bard -

Chowing:
Kyle Price
(above)
grabsa
cheekful of
bubble gum
before the
next inning -
starts. Alan
Hagedon

{lef?) swings
at a pitch.




