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Ruling: For public universities, |
the benefits exceed the I‘lSkS

"0 n Meetings Act hinde,
edﬁcea :ﬂ l;g” rs vital higher

Tho news mcdln buried it, 80 you probably

missed it. But to Michlgun univeraities, it
was cortainly tho moat important ovent of
“tho year. :
I'm referring to the ruling of the Michigan

Bupreme Court that it's unconstitutional to
. npply the atate's Open Mootings Act to university
 governing boards seeking a new president until a
. vote on a final candidate ia taken at a formal
meeting.
) The 6-1 decision, announced last month,
- "grose from a lawsuit filed in 1883 by the Deumt
News and the ing State Journal against the
Michigan State University Board of Trustees.
The newspapers argued MSU violated the Open
Meetinga Act when it carried out & sccrot search
process that wound up selecting current Presi-
dent Peter McPherson.
. ‘The Court reasoned that the Michigan Con-
" atitution oxplicitly gives the power to control the
. workings of universities to their respective gov-
_ érning boards, not to the Legialature, The Open

Moetings Act, however, is a creation of the Logis-
. lhture, Thereforo, univeraity boards are not
| required by tho MA to keep presidential

. any formal
. officially aalcct a prcaident must be open ta r.hn
publie.
. The Court's koy finding: “The Legisl:

101 1

gan For oxam-
ple, not one a:mng university president allowed
his or her namo to be considered during the
Regents' lagt search for a new U-M president.

Thu constraints forced on boards by the courts
could bo absurdly restrictive. Duripg the
Bollinger search process, members of our board
were ordered by a circuit judge not to interview
candidates, check out their backgrounds with
refercncen or even talk informally among our-
selves without tho public being present!

Tho public policy issues mvolvcd go fur
beyond momentary inconvenience. Ablo and
exporienced university leadors are n scarco
resource, and competition to recruit them is

does not have power to regulate open meetingn

. for the (university) defendant in the context of

: presidential searches, i.e., it is institutionally
unablo to craft an open mectings act that would

not, in the eontext ofa pmaldenhul sclection

the gov-

erning board‘a powaer to supervise its i

fierce, Restrictivel upplymg Lha OMA to pmi-
dential h

Poker far ﬁnc, od American tradition,

-’gnmes likn bnsebait snd football as more
than just interesting contests. Theze deye we
vonerate them as cultural icons (distinctly
Amorican events that help define us as a peo-
ple, that ave bocome a part of our nationat
‘jdentity),

Poker ought to get equal billing, While ne
.ono individual is given credit for !nvcntmg
“tho pastime, historinns trace the game to

New Orleans whero it first became popular
in the early 1800s. From thare it spread up .
the Micsisaipp, on. rivorboats, of course, and

. throughout tho Old Weést, -

" Today there is hardly a one of us who

. hawr't played it at one time or another.

., “Ante up a dime to a hdand of Seven Card

. tud and you fecl like you should bo slapping
‘the trait dust off your vest while potiring -

*“yourself a sbot of rot gut. Lay o big quarter
-bot drawing to an outside straight andit
makés you want to chotk your gix sheoter in
‘casa sore varmint comes up with a flush.

- Andch, by the way, this netionsl Titual ia

) Btﬂl illegal in the State of Machrgun

" ‘Thiat's right. Play for penmes arcund the

tchen table and you are technieslly in vio-

. In this country, wo hnvc come to recognize.

‘Godfather by another name -

of luu;hen table card gumm in I.ansmg .
because no other bills have been offered to

_legalize low stakes, home poker gatherings.

Ever 80, Jnye '8 idea has been mef,vnth s
collective yawn in the Capitol, in part ~
because it is Jaye who's propesing it. But

.- lawmakers also say they aren't interested

because, they arguc, putting & dollar limit on
Tow big a bet has to be before it becomes illo-
gal would require e perjodic review to adjust

the amount for inflation. Or they would bave- .

Dbill to allow the betting limit to occasionally
ratchet upward,
Cops dnn‘t bust such low stokes games

~lation of the law. Throwing down ni;kels and
““dimes with your poier pale at yourregular
Sm.urdny night homio game could net you a,

Michigan public universities in competing with
privata schools for hard-to-find lcademhxp tulunt
The recent Supmme Court @

conviction and a 8600 fine.
‘What kind of sonee doces that makeine -
uwt:a_hull -bont on expanding gombling oppor-

this tangled situation. University boards in
Mxr.hignn may now conduct searches for new

) Durinzathn yonrs Iserved on thn Umveml.y of
i oard of
. searches for two presidents, Jumes Dudemmdt
and Lee Bollinger, In both cases, the

in private, up the process to
the public only at a last, formol board meeting at
which a final vote is taken, Our public universi-
twa can now compete ona level playing ficld for

was sued by the news media for violating the

Open Meetings Act. So I've got some direct expe-

¥ence with this isaue.

- Over the years, various OMA court rulings

made it tough on public university boards to find
‘ good prcmdontml cundxdut.ee. 1 recull a mmng

candidate for the U-M pmmdoncy telling me, "t
admire your university and I'd love to be its pres-
ident, But under no circumstances will [ let my
name be considered. Why? Because the way your
/ Open Meetings Act has been interpreted m:

* kesrtain my interest will becomo public. And
that wonld damage my presidency here, whother
Tm selected or not.”

! Michigan became known nationally in tho

" higher educntion community as a state with a
grazy Open Mcetmga Act. Able peophs wnth uni-
versit;
mfuacd to let their names go l‘orwurd in Michi-

d and leaders.

‘The risk, of course, is that university boards
might now try to use the Court's ruling as an
oxcusa for keoping secret a slew of things now
firmly in public view. Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, for example, announced last month that its
search for a successor to President William Shel-
ton will be entiraly cloged. And some experts are
worried that the nppl(umnn to pubhc umvorm-
tiea of other beneficial laws — tha I
Freedom of Information Act, for example —
might ba threatened,

But, on balance, the gain for our public uni-
versities -— arguably r.lngnn 's crown jewels —
far exceeda the riska,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext, 1880, or by e-mail: at ppower@oeonline.com

? From tribal casinos up forth to
three new casinos coming to Detroit, wager-
ing of all kinds is widoly available here. And
tho latest develnpmcnt is that tho State Lot~
tery Commission is concerned that the new
. Detroit gambling houses will cut into ita pro-

. eeeds s0 it is proposing new games Undcr

isa

Keno game, with drawings cvary ecvcn min-
utea throughout the day.

8tate Sen. David Jaye, R-Washington
Township, noticed a similar discrepancy with
sports betting. Putting up $5 with a friend
over & handshake on the cutcome of the
Super Bowl could get you in similar trouble
with the law, Throwing a buck into l.hc
March Mad office pool techni _,mnkes
you a criminal in Michigan,

- Jaye prepued legislation this yearto
Iegnllu such smal] wagers. Scnate bills 422
¥ and 429 would allow you get a little action on
.‘a sporting event; as long as theé bot doean't
. exceed $5 and tho potential winnings don’t
~exceed $1,000.

argue. That's not really
u-uc, cunmdenng police broke up a low-level
poker game in Novi and a sporis

party in Royal Oak just last year. 1 predx:t
that as Michigan residents get mora used to
gambling, there will be more such incidenta
in the future, At this pnim,, copo have to -
decido what is illegal gaming and what ia so

- to instal) some “cost of living” formula in the

smal} that lawmalcers really didn’t intend to

have officers bother with it.

More bizarre yet is the fact that whﬂa
poker in the privacy of your own bome for
nickels and dimes is still hechmmﬂy xllcgnl,
you can go play that game in a casino card
room for stakes that are a lot higher. Poker
gamea requiring bets of $10 to $40 are com-
monplace in casinos, Of course the casino
takes 5 percent of every pot, and the govern-
ment gets ita cut through taxation, or “com-
pacts”® in the caze of tribal gaming hmlm

In the old days, therc was another name
for the guy who said what gambling games
you could play and who made that decision
based on whethor he could get a cut of the
action. He was referred to as “tho godfather.”
Now it is Michigan state government that
filla that role.

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
ticns of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phnm: at {248) 349-1700 or by ¢-
mail at aet

" Apparently, there are no similar ad

Seniors get
the care they need
and the respect
they deserve at
Sunrlse Assisted

Living.

* Call or visit @ Sunrise Assisted Living
community to meet our dedicated,
caring staff and expericuce a truly bome-like
quiality care alternative for seniors.

Qur residents bencfit from:

o \Weliness program supervised by licensed

Farmingtoo Hifls North:
248-538-9200
(Information Center open’)
29681 Middlebelt Road
Farmington Hils

Northvitie:
733-420-3000
(Information Center
opening August 99!)
16100 Haggerty Road
Northville

Rochester:
248-601-3000
(Now open!)
500 East University Drive
Rodhester

Thursday, July

I5—Sunday, July 25

nursing staff

Visit or Call
Today!

* 24-hour caregiving staff and security

o Individualized service plans to meet specific care
needs of residents

* [ncontinence management program

2 Three delicious meals a day and snacks

® Activitics, social programs and weekly excursions

* Scheduled transportation

® Weekly housckeeping and laundry service

Trop, Oaidand Mall - (243) 589-1433
West Bloomfield, Orchard Hall « (248) 7376030
(Orchard Lake and 1S Mite R4)

Cutstatet
Ann Artor, Colonnads * (734) 7611007

Metro Detrolt:
Daarborn Halghts, Tha Heights + (313) 274-8200
(Ford Ra. becwews Inkstar and Beach Daly)
‘Moeri-Five Plaza ¢ (734} 522:1850
{On cormer ol fie Hie Rd.1nd errir)
Novi, Town Center s (248) 3498070
n«h’-‘d T troui Vilage Mall + (246) 175023 o
Se.Clalr Shores » :::;mg“
21429 Mack Ave. (N
Snﬂmﬂnmn.lnulhc«mm + (810) 2478108
{On tormer of Hall Ad. and Hayes &)
THE BRIOE=TO-nE YO HESLOP’S BRIDAL REGISTRY -
|NTRODUCE R REGIaTRY OF CHOICE .

Enanhower Moy, west of Boisrwood

Grand vaum Mak « (818) 9572148
{Broton Rd. and Burton RA]

Okmmos, Meridian "I“ « (517) 3494008

SUNRISE

ASSISTED LIVING®

‘No-appointment necessary. Walk-ins are welcomel .




