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MDOT names new manager

Miks Eustice

Btate Transportaticn Director
James DeSana announced four
new traonsportation service cen-
ter managers for the metro
region.

These now managers will be
focated in Dotroit, Oakland,
Macomb and 8t. Clair countiea
and are part of an overall
restructuring to improve cus-
tomer sorvico and provide sup-
port for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Tranaportation (MDOT)
$1.2 bitlien mnd and bridge pro-
gram.

Thia is the final step in the
identification of new operation
centers statewide. The new
transportation service centers

chat B'Oﬁm from page Bl

will streamline operations,
increnso efficiency and improve
sorvice. Currently, 26 trans-
portation serviceicenters are in
operatiors across the state,

Much exper{ef:ce

Oakland county's office will be
managed by Mike Eustice.
Eustice {5 an engineer with more
than 15 years MDOT experience.

He has supervised the recon-
struction of the Davison Freo-
way, and pordohj of I-686, Most
recently, ho's nsible for the
reconstruction of 1276 and US.
24 (Telegraph) between 10 and
12 Mile roads,

love notes, plctures of us togeth-
er, snapshota of animals discov-
ered in the wild or his pets. A
spacial rock or 20 from a vaca-
tion spot. Stuffed under socks 1
find a poem I gave him years ago
and n small frog pin, rarely worn
but treasured noncthelesa, Trua
kids things: candy wrappers
saved deapite p

Most precious mementos are
frequently unremarkable, ordi-
nary. Five yeurs ago when 1
returned homo from the hospital
with my new baby daughter, one
af my sons asked if he could have
a samall pillow I had used while
naway. He chorished that pillow,
for ronsons I'm not cortain of,

“Mom! If you save 800, you get
free candy for life!” Cards from
birthdayu past, award ribbons,
small toys,

Material matters less

1 have come to realize it'a not
the Nintendos or computers or
CDs or zillion other things we
buy them that captivate the
hearts of our children. It is us,
our essonce, in whatever form
wa choose to share with them.

An acquaintance working on a
“memory book” for her children
remarked that sho tried to uso
pre-printed quotes whenever
ponsible ns she felt hor handwrit-
ing left something to be desired.
What a pity, I thought. How
much I chorish any handwritten
notes I might have received and
kept from my Moin or Dad over
the years, no matter the condi.
tion of the scrawl. Our writing
makes us uniquely human, not
perfect, but capable of conveying
that which is heartfelt and some-
times b fng n on its

possibly inding him of a spe-
cial time. It likely bore hia
Mommy's scent for ot least
awhiloe, and that he found com-
forting. When it waa lost in hotel
linens sovoral yoars later, he
cried deeply tears of loss, I eried
along with him, for I understood
it waa not the pillow that meant
80 much to him but rather the
significant moment in his life it
representod. That small pillow

hugged him, Teara apilled from
his eyes, tears allowed during
the heated intensily of a moment
which will likely be forgotten,
yot coupled with a sense of con-
necting and security even in the
midst of disagreement that I
only hope will long remain with
him,

Pocket treasures

Pockets hava ceased to arouse
disgunt since I found a gritty,
worn picture I gave to my littlo
son, Matthew, when he started
first grade. His voice trombled
one fall afternoon as he
explained that the relatively
tong school day he was adjusting
to marked too long a ecparation
from Mom, for we had enjoyed

held feelings, compli-
cated inner strugglos, perhaps
associnted with tho addition of
yet another sibling.

Kisses and hugs

Kisses and hugs aro treasured,
too. I recall a recent night when
my huaband and I wore involved
in n heated discussion with ono
of the older boys, I viewed my
son, angry, frustrated and rather
helpless, and something com-
pelled me to step back for a
memont. At that instant, I saw a
not quite identifiable noed in my

son’s cyes. Renching over the
Inviuib] h hl tl

own merit,

ble boundary botwoen I.Il., 1

British Airways, the City of Southfield,
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, and MetroTix‘nes
cordially invite you to the 11th annual

SOUTHFIELD GOLD CUP POLO COMPE";I‘ITION
Southfield Polo Team vs. Palm Beach Polo Team
on Saturday, July 17, 1999 at 2:00 pm « Rain date: Saturday, July 24
at Word of Faith International Christian Center
(formerly Duns Scotus), Evergreen and 9 Mile roads

Tickets: $5 in advance/$6 at the gate/$1 children 12 & under
Proper attire requested: Men - sportcoats ® Women - low heels recommended
Por information: Southfield Community Relations Department, 248/354-4854

Please Note — Tarking is avallable in the north lot of the Southfield Civic Center
(Evergreen and 10 1/ 2 Mile) with complimentary shuttle bus service provided to the Polo Fleld.

tr dously our daily quict
time of reading and playing
togothor for years. The next
morning, I handed him a small
family snapshot, telling him to
stash it in his desk and sncak o
peck as needed. His smile and
twinkling oyes said it all, and
the picturo sesmed to solve the
loneliness problem.

Sometime later I found the for-
gotten troasure taped up and
well handled in one of his pock-
cota, Used and loved .., like small
pocketa of time in the fabric of
our hurried lives ...

Kathie O'Donohue is a mother
of five children in Farmington
Hills. 1

& HL, Y am 11 years old and have nlways
wondered about the epossums. Do opos-
sums como from the United States? How
old are the bobies before they leave the
mother, and can you tell mo more about the
babies? Like how many bables can a moth.
er opossum have und how small are they
when they are born? What do opossums
eat? Have you over had opossums that were
orphans?

A: The opossums are the only native marsupi-
al in North America, The mother opossum can
have as many as 20 babies in ench litter. Each
baby is smaller than a honeybee. An entire licter
conld fit in a teaspoon. Immediately after birth,
the tiny, naked babies make their way to the
mother’s pouch. The successful babies attach
themselves to & nipple and remain attached for
about GO days.

At about two montha of age, the babies are
furred and spend some time outside the pouch.
At about 70 days, the baby opossums will leave
the mother and crawl short distances before
returning to the pouch.

At about 87 days, weaning begins. Tho bybiea
will show an interest in salid food but aro still
nursing, At thias point, the babica follow the
mother when she forages for food. They may be
running along beside their mother or riding on
her back. Riding on the back sounds like fun! By
the time thoy are 104 days old the babiea are
woaned and are preity much indsp=ndent of
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Opossums are solitary
wanderers adapting

their mother.

Opossums prefer to live in deciduoua wood-
lands near small streams. However, they seem to
bo nble to adapt to various habitats, such as
marshlands, agricuitural areas and suburban
habitats,

Oposauma are generally solitary wanderers
and are nat territorial. Opossums rarely remain
in any one area for Icng periods of time.

Opossums are omniverous (eating both ani-
mals and plants) and they even eat pizza.
will eat quantities of grass and other green vege-
tation. They rcally like birds and mammals,
crayfish, bird and duck eggs, frogs, worms, corn,
and wild grapes.

To me they are a vory intereating critter.
Sometimes | think they are cute and at other
times aot so cute.

I have raised three orphaned opossums. A car
hit their mother and three were urphnned ‘This
happened at our local golf course in which the
mother and babies were foraging for food. These
three little baby oposaums were not happy 1
brought them into captivity. So understandably
they were aggressive with me when it came time
for me to handle them. I rchabilitated them far
two wecks and was able to release them back
into the wild where they belo: 5

Bev Cornell ix a licensed wildlife rehabilitator
and former veterinary aide. You can aend her
questions on pet and wildlife to her e-mail
addreas: bristol_dog@man.com

Helpers
needed

Cogzum '59

D QI'S
|Graph. Shatt 19

Sand
Wedges

s19

'm'r 'L L‘mrllo
W Q7 8B MG
. SCtnonTowne

refinance a home.

1.877.750.GMAC

Forgotten Harvest, metro Detroit's
mobile food rescue program, needs vol-
unteers (o help Monday to Friday during
normal business hours for various food

Now you can cnjoy the comfort of a low rate
from a company you can depend on—GMAC
* Mortgage. We're backed by GMAC, America’s
leader in auto financing for more than 80 years.
it’s no wonder, then, that people put their trust
In us every day when they're loaking Lo buy or

To apply for this great rate, call today.

rescuc, special event and office projects.

Offices arc located at 21711 W. 10
Mile, Suite 200, in Southfield. Call 248-
350-FOOD.
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