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Despite complaints,

By Ti# BMITH
HTAYY WRITER
tsmith@oe homocomm.net

rganizers of the Farming-

ton Areca Founders Festl-

val probably nlready know
what did or didn't fare well in
last weckend's community
shindig. All they had to do was
liston, to customers and to
crafters and vendars, some who
wero disappointed.

On tho positive side of the
ledger, most peoplo who came
out for the first festival managed
by Mike and Sandra Watts of
Watts-Up Inc. enjoyed the avail-
able craflls, food and entertain-
ment. The parade Saturday
morning was a splendid mix of
sight and sound, under beautiful
blue skies.

But the Wattaes and nonprofit
Fnrmington Area Founders Fes-
tival Inc. will need to find out
why somo crafters were com-
plaining and vewing to not come
back in 2000.

Or, why there wore fewer
flonta and participants in tho
parade, Those questiona will be
discussed by festival organizers
and city officinls beginning in
Soptomber, said Farmington
City Manager Frank Lauhofl.

*“Fur the first yoar, given the
fact that Watts-Up got this just
& few montha before the festival,
1 think everything went off fine,”
Lauhoff said Monday. “I think
we've all learned a lot. I know
Watts-Up has learned a lot of
things from this becausa thoy've
never been involved in this festi-
val at all before.”

According to Lauhoff, issues
that cropped up will be closely
examined. Among those he men-
tioned included placement of
vendors, music offerings and
make-up and size of the parade,

“Wo'll sit down and lock at
each individual aspect of the fea-
tival,” Lauhoff said. “We'va
{alrendy) talked ebout, should
we get rid of the hugo tent and
put everybody under tha small,
white canopy tents.”
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Festival still drew big crowds
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Faod, glorfous food: Docsn't matter the time of day, food of all hinds draw festival goers as they converged on
culinary offerings in the Downtown Farmington Center parking lot Saturday afternoon,

“I think, ail in all, the festival
actually went very well,” Flaher-
ty said. “We need to understand
this is n year of transition and
we faced competition from other
arens, Royal Oak, Trenton, the
Plymouth Art in the Park.

“And that's definitely going te
be compotition for the crafters
and ortists who want to show
their wares.” .

Flaherty anid Friday and Bat-
urday evening entertainment
was well received and drow good
crowds, and that the parade trig-

“Nothing's ever perfect,” he
said. “But evarything was done
28 it wos planned.”

Friday, summing up the gen-
era) feeling about thore being
fewor vondors and crafters to
choase {rom was Farmingten
resident Carol Corniillie.

“It doesn't scem [iks they have
a8 much,” sald Cornillie, walking
past some bootha with her sons.
“It sooms like there aro less
crafters and vendors than in
years past ... There's just more
apace on the grass.”

Flaherty, how-

End of the day: Late evening shoppers browse through an art bootl:
that specializes in floral painting on slate.

Many of the craiters and ven-
dors were stationed under o big
yollow tent in the parking lot of
the Downtown Furmington Cen-

ter.

Carleigh Flaherty, president of
the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce,
said Watts-Up did a “very pro-
fessional” job on this year's festi-
val undor difficult circum-
atences,

The FAFF, a citizens group,
took aver the svent fram the
chamber, who in January hired
Watts-Up to manage the event.
The chamber {s part of the FAFF
board,

N

Llues numbers.

on stage: The Chisel Brothers perform for a Fr
formed in 1987 and they pluy contemporary up

gered o turnaround of activity
for semo vendors and crafters.

Mike Watts, Tuesday, said
complainta slowed down after
weather improved later on Fri-
day. By the end of the festival,
he said crafters and vendors
were offering deposits for the
2000 featival

“Noysayers just ysll louder
than evarybody else,” Watts
said, *I think tho vast majority
of peaple enjoyed the featival.”

Watts said he didn't yot have
financial figures, but he project-
ed n profit - with money going
bnek into the planning for next
year’s event,

dates of ¢

ever, said the
actunl number of
crafters wasn't
significantly
down from last
year. But it
might have
looked that way,
she explained,
* because of a dif-
ferent laycut.

“I think it (the
layout) played a
big role,” Flaher-
ty pgid, “because
it looked differ-
ent. And if it
lodka different,
pegpls think the
numbers are
down.”

Those crafters
in Masonic Tem-
ple's simultane-
ous show were maved from the
city property (Menorinl Park)

where they set up shop in past -

years. Floherty soid they were
moved for linbility issues, adding
that those who stayed at Memo-
rial Park pnid a higher fee.

Sha did say there was an effort
to reduce the number of vendors
wha sell commergia! products,

Big Apple Bagel owner Dave
Henninger said he saaw some
pluacs, particularly the Friday
and Saturday evening entertain-
ment.

“But for me, it didn't scem the
{pedeatrian) traflic was as good,”
Henninger said.*... It did rain on

iday evening crowd. The band was

vaditional rhythm and

& 'We need to understand this Is a year of transi-
tion and we facod competition from other areas,
Royat Gak, Trenton, the Plymouth Azt in the Pari.’

Carleigh Flaherty
—Chamber president

Friday morning, so tanybe that
killed some of the traffic.”
Henninger alse said he “heard
complaints from people who
wanted to be in the parade” but
were denied entry.
Overall, however, this yoar's

version still entertained the
massed,

I think the people did scem to
atill have o good time,” snid Hen-
ninger, adding that the commu-
nity should wait until after the
2000 festival to judye the quality

Notes: Folk music from
Peru was played by the
group, Sisai,

of job Leing done by Watts-Up,
which took aver management of
thia year's event in mid-atream,

Lauhoff bemonned the timing
of this year's festival 0s a factor
that likely cut into attendance
and number of crafters and ven-
dors,

Beaides facing competition
fzom other similar events, the
festival took place right on the
heels of the July 4 weekend.

“That (timing) is an issuoe |
will be bringing up,” Lauhoff
said. *I cannot remember anoth-
er time when it was the same
weck the Fourth of July halidey
ended,

“And, with everything else
going on, we need to look at mov-
ing it further into the month of
July."Lauhoff said he would like
to see the festival bumped back
ut least one, if not two, weeks.
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