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“Lake Placid,” opening today
at metro Detroit movie the-
aters.

Enjoy an afternoon of polo at
the 10th annual Southfield
Gold Cup Polo Competition, 2
nm. at the Word of Faith
International Christian Cen-
ter; Nine Mile Road at Ever-
green. Tickets $5 in advance,
36 at the gate, call (248) 354-
4854.

Join the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, led by Neeme
Jarvi, for “A Gershwin Gala”
7:30 p.m. gt the Meadow
Brook Music Festival, on the
campus of Oakland Universi-
ty, Rochester Hille, Tickets $13
to 345, call (248) 645-6666 or
(313) 676-5120, discounts for
students under age 18.

The Michigan
Jazz Festival, noon to
10:30 p.me. Sunday, July
18 at Schonleraft College
on Haggerty Roud,

. between Six and Seven
Mile Roads in Livonia,
features 189 musicians,
including Janet Tengj,
parforming on four stages.

o charge for admission,
Call (248) 474-2720 or
(734) 459-2454 for more

- Enformation,

Forerunnera:
Tim Weis-
berg and
Jeff Lorber
headline this
year’s Birm-
ingham
Jazzliest,
Both are
credited
with defin-
ing the
“smooth
Jazz” sound.
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the region's most-often hoard

Fnr Alexander Zonjic, arguably
and recognized jazz muaiciag,.

" the key to longevity is keeping it

simple,

“This isn't my main gig. My focus
iz playing the Qute,” said Zonjic, ns
he sat at the scund controls in the
Smooth Jazz radio studios in Farm-
ington Hills, whero ho hosts a week-
duy morning-drive show.

Listenere on 98.7 FM have heard
Zonjic's rapidly smooth cn-air debive
ery, encyclopedic knowledgo of jazz,
not to meation his interviews with
superstars such as Kenny G, Vunes-
sa VWilliams and Harry Connick, Jr.

Witk sevon albums over the lust
two decaden, including the vritically
acclaimed “Passion,” and recontly
released, “Pipers’ Holiday,* tho locat,
Picd Piper of jnzz has also become a
pronoter and diplomat, :

Zonjic has applied his straight--
unhead philosophy of “kveping it sim.
plo” as tho new artistic director for
next weok's seventh annual Birm.
inghany JazzFest, presented by Tho
C ity House of Birmingh

“My vision is for this festival to
have an eclectic mix,” he raid.

The mix is highlighted by two of
the forerunners of tho “Smooth Jaza® -
sound, flutist Tim Weisberg, and
keyboardist Joff Lorber, a fusion-
stylo musician and producer. Weia-
berg, widely known for his 1978
multi-platinum duet album with
Dan Fogelberg, “Twin Sons of Differ
ent Mothors,” also played with Jeof~
forson Starship, and Loggins
Meesina. ' .

After the pust sovoral yoars of
struggling to gain wider public
appeal, this yoar's fostival has an
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At the controls: Alexander
Zongjic, artistic director of the
Birmingham JuzzFest, has
put together an eclectic line
up of performers.

upboat, eclectic foel with a line-up
that features performers of jazz vari.
ants from fusion to the straight-
ahead style of Marcus Belgrave to
moledically inellow “smooth™
rhythtas of Weisberg, who also playa
classical music,

There's also a faw pleasant sur--

prises, particularly Pamela Wise and
the Afro Cuban ANl Stars, and the

Chautauqua Expreus, a Saturday

morning show for kids,

“The ideal at fustivals is for peoplo
to comyo see their favorite act and seo
new stuff,” said Zonjic, who also
coordinates “Jazz on the River” in
Treaton, and *Jazz an tho Lake" at

@bserver & Eccentric

i

St. Mary's College in Qrchard Lake.
The festival takes pluce in dowa.
town Birmingham's Shain Park, an
upscale urban sutting that also hosts
a spring and fall art faiz. Within
blecka of tho park are somo of the
area’s most popular restaurants,

Weisherg, Lorber;
“ focal legends .
- featured performe.

Bimingham JazzFest
WHEN: Thursdoy-Saturday,
July 22:24
WYHERR: Shain Pork, downtown
Birnungham, south of Mepte Road,
botween Headiatta and Bates Streets.

where mony local jazz
will bo performing in conjunction
with the festival.

Whilo there's hardly a shortage of
music in and around downtown
Birmingham, organizors concede
there's been a lack of big-name
appeal during the provious six years
of the featival.

“The janzz world shares the
predicamont with the classical
world,” said Zonjic. “There’s a lot of
quality performers but not a lot of
marquee names.”

For years, Zonjic has opened the
Thursday-Saturday jazz feat to over-
flaw crowds. But unlike in past
years, when Zonjic leaves the stage
this yoar he won't take his sophisti-
cated sound system with him.

It's one of several fine adjustmenta
made by Arlone Kass, who is in her
firat yeer as director of special
cvents at The C ity House.

pating aro lncated
neasdy, A trotley will make rounds to
restaurants on Friday & Saturday.
ADMISKION: Fice
For mare Information, call (248) 433-
FEST,
YHURSDAY, JWRY 22
@ 7 p.m. - Alaxandar Zonjic and Fricnds
FROAY, Juy 23
A7 p.m. ~ Marcus Belgrave and the
Detrolt Jazz All Stars
B9 p.m. Friday, July 23 - Tim Waisberg,
futist
SaTumbaY, Y 24
11 5.m. - Chautouqua Express for
KIDS
B 1 p.m. - Vocallat Kimmie Horn
® 2:30 p.m, - Randy Scott, saxophonist
| 4 p.m. - Joxz planist Pamela Wise and
the Afro Cuban All Stars

# 8:30 p.m. - Ken Navarro, guitarist
& ? p.m. - Sott Lorber, keyboardist

Hiring Zonjic was key in putting
together the talent with a quality
venue, said Knas. Somo critics con-
tend, however, that the foatival's

'k hil st ized
sound aystems hasn't helped the
presentation, nor tho festival's repu-
tation. .

“Alex (Zonjic) has an intense inters
eat in making the festivel a mini
Montreaux,” said Kasa,

“We roalized that the festival was
stuck in place,” she said. “It hasn't
grown in scope like wo thought it
would, Our goal is to make it a mini
Montreaux, and for tho park to be so
crowded it's impossible to walk,®

onal festival

Coming from the Capital Jaxz Fes-
tival in Washington, D.C,, key-
boardiat Lorber, a familiar performer
in the metro area, has played at out-
deor festivals since the late 1970s,

Three features of a succesaful fes-
tival, according to Lorter, include an
appreciative audience, a quality
sound systom and a comfortable
eavironmont. .

“The festival is a community in
itself, musicisns getting together to
collaborats,” said Lorber. “We play. of
courso, every chance we got.”

For most musicians, it’s ay simple
as that,
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Buzz is the blues at internati

BY CHRISTINA Froco
STAFY WHITER

Cruig Bendoer knows first hand the
power of the blues.

Three years ago, he, blues fan Ted
Boomer and Todd Smith, one of the
gwners of the Novi Expe Center,
founded the four-day, two-country
music party International Bluesfest.
The trio has since watched the festi-
val explode.

“Wo've been blessed,” Bender said.
“With our second ycor, wo vivre 100
percent over our previous year. We're
hopeful, but not that optimistic
about this ycar. But we're pretty
darn optimistic. The buzz is the
blues™ .

This year, the Internationnl Biues-

Sy Dll) BY “l HURNCHMANN
Part of Bluesfost: The local blues
band Black Beauty perforrs during
the fourday Bluesfest International.

fest runs Thursday-Sunday, July 15-
18, at the Novi Expo Center and the
Civic Turrace Festival Site in down-
town Windsor. Fentured performers
include Shirtey King, Buddy Guy,
Buckwheat Zydeco, Rik Emmett, Big
Rude Juko, Mudpuppy, Bugs Beddow
Band, and Wailin’ Ine.

More than 50 artists from six difs
ferent countries perform duriog the
Bluesfest, tho world's only blues fes-
tival that concurrently takes place in
two countries,

The Internations) Bluesfest isn't
limited to just blues, however.

Canada's Rig Rude Jake is a popu-
tar jump blucs/swing band, while
Imperial Swing Orch a is pure

*We reolly kind of go all over the
board. There’s so many different
kinds of blues. For the longest time,
peaple have the stercotype of a large
black man with a guitar,

“Quite honestly, things have made
a full-faced turn, There™s all kinds of
different blues,” Bender oxplained.

awing.
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