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Tiae Michigun Jiumane Society fs an
argnnluﬁonfn copflict with iteelf,

Tha staff love nnimals, especially dogs
and cats, cad want to find iowmes for all.

Yet thoy kill, by Jothal infoction, sore
30,000 animuls @ yewr aad placo only
10,000 in bowes. Three out of five nuie
mals thot exter the shelter elive come
out deud.

The Humane Bocivly han difficulty
retaining employoes who have direst con-
tact with the onimuls bocouse it's heart.
breaking to sev so meny animels killed.

“The turnover iz very high,” said Lisa
Acho, one of the society’s three public
relntions specinlists. “It's a low-paying
job, nnd it’s very streseful. No one is in it
for the mozsy,”

Even the PR people erev’t immune,
*I'm takiug (the animale’} pictures knd
putting them in the.paper, and I come
back the next doy and they're put to
gloep,” Acho seid. “You ane these animaly
getting sdopted, ond it almost makes up
for it.®

Yet employees and volunteers like
Werthville resident Mary Anne Calleban
feul Jike they're doing God's work.

“Bore people need to know what is
going on here prd bow much good jo
going on,” Callahan said. “We're giving
Jove and attention to unimaly. We're giv-
ing them b socond chance.”

Foupded in 1877, the Michigan
Humane Seviety takes in more animels
thon any other shelter in the state. The
society’s threo shelters in Westlond,
Rochester Hills und Detroit will accept
any animal for any reason, unlike lipnt-

«d admission shelters that are often full

and must turn people away.

‘The Michigan Animal Rescue Jeague
of Portise cuthanizes animels only when
there's @ temperuzaent or pealth prok-
tem. Rescue Leugite cages ere full, and
people with unwanted pets are freguent-
ly turned pway. Nevertheless, Bescue
{xogue Manager Kayla Allen praises tho
Humaune Bociety for its open odmissions
and Jibera! cuthanasia policy. “There will
be no criticism for what they’re doing
from our end,” she said. “We're & fan of
the Michigaa Humane Sodiety.”

Mickj Main, the manager of the
Jumane Society's Westlond shelter, said

v S

BOCIETY]

A

BIAT PUOTOK Y PLIZE AN

S5d gooshyo: Joff Wallis tahes r. sich dog o be euthanized.

JYimitsd-ndnizsion sheltery solve no prok-
lems by gparing the needle. *They're not

getting to the iopue,’ she gnid. “They're '
juet weshing their hande of it. They're
. chance of being udopled.

unreplistic about whst they'ro doing.”

‘The Humone Sodety cages sre usually
filled, too. Fhe Westlond ghelter hus an
average daily population of 260 animels.
But cnimals who have been there the
longest, or are judged least adoptable,
arc xilled ¥ mako roow for more. Since
the Humane Sacicty’s dvors ere open to
al) animisls, it often hus to kill one ty
meko rooms for another.

Acho is an animal Jover, owns two cats

ond decorotes her office with cat ond dog’

pietures, But she “would rather tuke in
on animel end huve it put to sleep thop
turn them away.” ¢
Opereiions Director David Williomse
foeis the same way. “Fhe reality is there
are not encugh bomes and too many ani‘-

dogy, the serjously jli, the cats thot won't
\mz a litter box, The Hnmene Socicty’s
rotionele is that cage spuce is beet
reservad for animals who kave the best

There is po sot Gme limit efter which
all animals are killed. As of June 18, the
Westland shelter bad three cats (hat bud
been there Gve wevlks.

The anipule ore dispniched with a
shot of sudium pentobarbital, *It's Jike
getting an everdose of &n puesthetic,”
Acho said.

Workers who administer the shots
have the worst jobe in the pluce. “It's
very stressful,” Acio said. *It tokes o lot
wut of yuu.”

The corpses are etored jin the “cooler”
end ultimotely heulod gway and cremets
od ey masse,

Restrictions lifted

kindness takes a toll

ihe prospective owper suid be wovid
have 4 cot declawed or uss & dog for
huntiug. But theee dealkillers have
been dropped. *We'd rather see a cat
adopted and declawed then ond up in
pur cooler,” Acho seid.

5ti)], there pro cerloin things ons cop
eay that will turn the [fumsne Society
off on g propossd adoption. Acho won't
say what those red flags are, “If too
any people know of pur policies they
can mold their answers,”

Geeasjonally, poople who want to buy
nn enimal are turned away, but Ache
chorncterized it a8 “pretty rare.”

People surrendering animals to the

umane Society are asked if the pet hes
behaviorsl problems but often avoid
telling the truth sbout jt, Acho seid.
“fhey're ofraid the aniean] will bo eutha-
nized. {And) they're hurting other api-
smols by doing thet”

Although meny of the Humzno Soci-
oty's gnjmals sre turned jn by owness, 8
good desl are strpy and sbused auimala
picked up by locel suthorisies,

The Humuone Bociety's Anixal Reseue
Divigion tekes in about 6,000 strey and
injured animals & yegr. If they nre deri-
wvusly injursd and o pein, the soimels
are quickly dispatched. Animals with
leger jnfprics are treatod end held for
ot least four deya. Many of the etrays
are brought in by sres pojice deport-
ments. Canton Fownship, for example,
sontracts with Critter Cogtro) Lo pick up
streys. Critler Contro) tokes them to the
Westland shelter, Acho paid.

The Cruclty Investigation Divicion
responded to 4,000 culls jn 1998 snd
reinoved 1,000 pnicaals from bad situu-
tiona,

‘The Detroit police usually call the
Humane Suciety when they break up a
dng fight or reid a crack house.

Just Jast April the sociely

Cute dtty: Marcus Bayger,
Holly Sagger (middle), and
Marina Sayger get a chance to
pet a kitten up for adoption.
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20,000 sotiss) Injoctions o ysar

B30 15797, 1he (AHS took In 63,048
pnlmply. OF that nuakuy, 9,746 wave
78doptent,” i 38,219 wore Filled,
Some 7,084 ware rolwnad 1o thedr
Cwnees (86 In Uhe o9 Of @rays s
wee picked Up) O Foka50d i 1
wlid (Ui equirroly ol lrds).

10 1990, tho MHS £ook in 49,965
s, 5F that pumbis, 10,395 wore
2I0pAag, Brd 33643 were kiled.
Somo 5,927 erimale ware getwned
0 their owners o ruleased in the
wiig,

8 The ¥petiand shaiter ook ir 3 028
PUpRng 150t yoor and kiled 36
poveent (369) of them. Aduwt dogs
forod wort. 9f 7,066 sdmitie) lat
yeur, 53 purcant {3,690) weso Kilwd,
Fdlnos o worse thon £enings. Some
6,787 64Ul COlS Wore proritonl Last
yoor ongt 77 peicent of them {4,44%)
wese Kiiled. Ondy 20 poccont (1,126)
WESB B 3
Fho helter Lopk in 2,943 kittons leat
year a0 Kitlog £4 porcont 11,898),
Quy 28 porcant (630} were scdopled.

1 7hw lfumane Socicty otes shollang
In Westland, Rochester Hills ond
Dutedit, Ths Westland and Dotroit
sheltars ave tha buslest of the troe.
Eqch admitted ghout 20,007 animais
1n 1998, bt Yostiand esopted muca
{4,231 to Detyolt's 3,312) ond kilies
Lecs (42,252 89 Notnit’e 15,076),
The flochostor shuiter admitted

S.G:g, #iopted 2,862 £nd killed

" 4
21 troined fighting dogw, two alligaton
and twn pythons jn gus reid. The
I{umene Society received 316 dog fight

bai anized 160

male,” he nuid.‘Bugwr that

apimoels ere d at the H

Society thon hit by cars, used as buit for
fighting dogs or end up in a luberatory.

Some avimals that come to the soci-

ety’s shelters are kifled right away,

. These are the biters, the trainss fighting

S Halten
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7] jot; 1) Jast year und euth:
e The Humane Soclety hos womet et balls Acho said,
choosing adoptive families, Most people in the unwanted pet busi-
But eoms rectrictions have been Jifted  ness blome pet owners who let their pots

in the jntercst of udopting more animals
and kiling less. .
The saciety used o refuse adoptions if
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