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Col].ege alumni travel Spam

BY CORUNNE ABATT
BPECIAL WRITER

Traditionally, college students
muka atudy trips nbroad. Today,
the olumni are following in their

whom live and work in Andalu-
cia. Then wo ware off to visit the
pites and see the activities they
spoke nhout, This included the
fine examplen of Renaissunce

footsteps.

Our Miami University (Ohla)
Alumni Cotlege in Spain In
March was the first of more than
30 such groups scheduled to
explore the hhnury. econemics
uml culture of Spain'a Andal

arck n Ubeda and in the
nearby Luwna of Carzola and
Buoeza as wall as the better-
known tourlst mecens of Cordoba

plete walled city. In addition to
the palace and gardens of the
rulers, there were fine homes for
the more affluent within the
wallz,

We had to bellevo our guide
when ho told us that the Alham-
bra “is the most visited monu-
ment Iu all of Europe.” Crowds

ond Granodo. On two
we attended lHve music und
dance performances.

region this year. The Michigan
State Alumnj Collego will take
place there in early Avguut,

Qur 22-membor Miami group
was paired with 18 Lehigh Uni-
versity alumni. This turned out
to be a computible combination
of 50-and-older adults, al) thord

to learn ebout the history, eco-

nomics pnd culture of that arca,

Travelers in each group quick-
ly found commen bonds - the
quirks and charms of a profesaor
they hnd had; in Miami's case,
the demiso of old Harrisen Hall;
rules nnd regulations, now
passe; snd half-forgotten cotlege
Honge.

Hoimne bese was the four-year-
otd Hotel Ciudad in Ubeda (O0-
be-da), population, 32,000, a
four-hour drive south of Madrid
Both Miami and Lehigh were
accompanied by o Spanish-
apenking leader. In charge of the
entire program in Spoin was a
churming 26-year-old graduate
of the University of Granada,
nicknamed Nani, who was profi-
cient in English and adept in

- humun relations.

Early buffet breakfust wos fol-
lowed by o lecture from one of
two guest tenchers, both of

QREAT ESCAPES

Great Escapes features various
travel news items, Send news
leuds, story ideas or your own
travel adventures to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eeccentric News-
papers, 36361 Schoolcraf?, Livo-
nia, 48160 or fax to (73:4)681-

- 7279 or c-mail to kwygonik@ ve.
homeromm, net

UP NORTH

Every summer, regular as the
season’s turn, residents of south-
east Michigan head Up Morth far
recrentmn, refaxation and inspi-

Wu'd like to know where you
gn when you go Up North. Tell
uk about your favarite Up North
#pot. Is it a heach house on Lake
Michigan, o resort around Tra-
verse City, a cabin in the deep
woods, a river cottage near Lake
Huron, a bed and breakfast on
Mackinac Island or a hideaway
in the UP? Da you enjoy boating
on the Greot Lakes, golfing on
the designer courses, hiking the
rugged traiis, biking the back
ronds, antigue hunting, fudge
eating or simply wetching the
sunset on a beautiful beach?

‘Tell us in 60-75 words about
your favorite Up North place and
if you have a photograph send it
along fer a travel story about
Michigan's special paredise.

Send your stories und pictures
to Keely Wygonik at the Observ-
er & Eccentriz, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 48150. Or e-
mail your comments to
kwygonik@ oe. homecomm. net,
™vVISIT
. DiscoverAmerica, a television
scriea that takes viewers (o des-
tinations throughout the United
States, Canada, the Caribbean
-and Europe, will feature the
Blue Water Area of Michigan in
an episode scheduled to air Sept.

’

17,

Tho Blue Water Area links
Michigan to Sarnia and Ontario.
The aren boasts more than 30
miles of constline, woods, and
trails area and many festivals
and celebrations.

BACK 70 BASICS

Mission Point Resort on Mack.
inac Jaland is offering o family
. package that includes three days

. and two nights in a Femily Dou-
“Hile Room, one dinner, broakfast

-éach morning, admission to his-

toric Fort Mackinnc u horse-
drawn hayride and a round trip
on Shepler’s ferry, The package
is available through Sept, 6. The
packaga ia available only Sun-
* doys through Thi

ursdnys.
+ more information, call (800) ﬂ%-

711 or go to www.

It was fascinating to see the
maony combinations of Moorish
and Christian architecturo.
Nowhore is this more dramati-
cally shown than in the Great
Moaque of Cordobn, now the
Holy Cathedral Church, covering
19 acres.

The earliest part of the
mosague, dating from 786 A.D.,
was built over a Visgothic basili-
ca. Additiona to it were made in
848 and 961. The Christian
kings installed a royal chapel
within the mosque in the 13th
century, and a cathedral was
built inside in the 16th century.
Evon though the Christians
removed 300 of the more than
1,000 marble pillars supporting
the double arches, it is still o
breath-taking monument to the
building style of the Moora.

A woll-maintained old Jewish
quarter and the only synagogue
remaining after the expulsion of
the Jews in 1492 are both well
worth a viuit,

Granada, a beautifu) city at
the foot of the Sierra Nevada
mountains, was the last
stronghold of the Moors in
Spain. The majestic Alhambra
thot they left behind wae n com-

anding, osp y on

Sunday when we weroe there,
thia is a breath-taking pieco of
* history.

To the Moora with a dosert
heritage, greon symbolizes par-
adise, Before the construction
taok place, they built an efficient
system of canals to bring water
from the mountains to the ter-
raced gardens and into the living
quarters of the palace. Shrubs
and trees such as cypress and
cedar are planted and pruned to
form green walls and archways
for outdoor rooms that flow one
into another in aonmlngly end-
less and varying patterns,
resplcndcnt wl!.h fountains and
PoOiS.

March was. too early to see

Baeza: The figure in the fountain square in Eaeza is the wife of Hannibal. She was
a princess and is still considered one of the town’s most illustrinus inhabitants.

The oft-told story is that os
King Boubdil and his mother
dcpartcd from Granzda nncr

much bleom in the gar-
dens, but I was there before in
October when they were ablaze
with color.

The Courtyard of the Lions, in
the harem section of the palace,
built in the 14th century, is con-
sidered one of tho finest exam-
ples of Moorish architecture, The
fountain in the center surround-

cd by 12 lions was given to the.

Moorish ruler by the Sephardic
Jows as a sign of pance. When
the Moors and the Jews left
Spalin in 1492, the Spanish
“Reconquest” was complete. -

ing it to the 8
Im cried. Watching him, she
remarked, “Don't cry as a
woman ubout what you could not
dofend as o man.”

In additfon to palaces, church-
©8, Roman ruins and exciting
history, Spain is filled with olive
trees. Its 300 million.olive trees
meko it the world’s largest pro-
ducer of olive oil. That and
tourism are the mainatays of the
economy,

Today, the advent of the Euro
is creating a sort of boom econo-
my. Our guest lecturer, Andrea

Pezzini, told us that Spnninrdn
who have been hiding unreport-
ed money are spending it os fust
as poysible before it comey time
to exchange their pesctas for
Euros. “You will notice there are
no cars older than four years,” he
commented matter-of-factly. And
while there is no population
growth in Ubeda, there'’s lota of
housing construction to meet the
demand for new reaidences.

A lively evening of discuasion
with throe young touples from
the area gave us insight on some
of the problems facing this new
generation, Among their con.
cerns wersn: 17-percent or higher
unemployment; the reluctance of

unemployed people to seck job
training; discrimination agninst
worien in the job warket in spite
of government regulutions to the
contrary; and living conditions of
?\Erunt workers. Sound fami!-
i

Our common bonds stretched
from our university groups to the
Spanish people themeelves in
many woys. All of us came away
richer for the interchanges.

Footnotes for travelera:

. Major highways are good and

well-marked. Bottled water is
rendily availuble. Meals are well-
balance, attructively presented
und NOT epicy. Suppertime is
8:30 p.m. or later.
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Cavalier Coupe

1999 Cavalier®
0.0% APR
Financing’

2,000 Cash Back'

199 a month

Security Deposit Required

(Tax, title, license and registration are extra.)
A}

36-Month Lease} 35 Monthly Payments
*0 Due at Lease Signing

Malibu

’A‘Choorse From These Chevrolet’ Offers.

1999 Malibu®
0.0% APR
Financing’

51,500 C:a:sh Back’
5209 a month

36-Month Lease!
%859 Due at Lease Signin f
No Security Deposit Require

(Tax, title, license and registration are extra,)

GM Families, See Your Local Chevy™ Dealer Today For Great Employee Deals.

Genuine Chevrolet:

Fgr more details call 1-800-950-2438 or visit www.chevrolet.com.

com

WHIRE 10 GO
- The West Michigan Tourist .
Ansogintion will send you a froe
four-color West Michigan Travel
Gulde The gulde lists lodging,

§ festivals, "
nad even includes a two-page

" oayp of Michigan. For your copy,

<all {B0O) 422-20B84 or visit www,
wmta. org

You
is fimited. Not available wif

** Avallable onty to résidents

must talw rozal! dellverz

excoss woar, ! Iease terminales early, lesseo
@138 GM Corp. Buckle up, Americal W

1, MN, Wi and selact counties In IL, IN, 1A, KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH, PA, SD and WV. Call 1-800-950-CHEV for residency requiraments.
lrom panlclpatlng dagler stock by 9/30/98, Not avaliable with spsclal GMAC finance or lease offers. For APR offer: Length of finance contract

customer cash olferg,

of

I al
You must take retail delivery from parllc!paﬂn? dealer stock by 8/2/99. Miloage charge of $.20
S l!able for all unpaid monthly payments. Payments may be higher in some states. Not avallable with customer cash offers.

nd selpct counties In iL, IN, 1A, KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH, PA,
per mife over 36,000 m

Cavallsr agmenls based on 1989 Chevrolet Cavalier and MSRP of $14,001; 35 monthiy paymants tola! $6,865. Malibu payments based on 1999 Chevrole! Malibu and
E 455; 36 munlh%raymsms totat $7,524. Option o purchaee al lease end for an amounl to be determined al loase sig nlng

D and WV, Call 1-800-850-CH

V for residency requirements.
milea. Lessae pays lor maintenance, repair and

GMAC must approve lease.
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