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Moat lmgtarm-care insurance
policies are wald to people over
64, At age 65, & relatively good
poliey crats an individua) $2,000
to $2,600 per year, Prices rise
steeply with age at time of pur-
chase. Then s the posaibili-
ty of future -lurp premium
increases, Purthermure, many
people nnd wenknesses in the
policy after they buy st initially
Attractive prices and discover
they can't afford the upgrade
””;"ﬁ“ thay need. Por ihm
and ather ressons, most
canes} their golicy and ime nli
much of their meney, 8o flyw
can't affurd to buy and meintain
& decent policy, it's best not ta
tzy at all,

Help for fixed income
There is h‘ﬂ‘r hawever, if you
have s limited or fixed income,
for you may qualify under the
Medieald program. This govern-
ment program covers health
eare servicen needed by peaple
who met finuncial and medlcal
quafifications, Medicafd helps
pay for the care of rnost Michi-
gan nursing home residents,
Cuntact Citizens for Better Care
fur informution about Medieald
:nnd Medicare nuning home ben.
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O¢t the facts now rather than
walting until the posaibility of a

far nursing home care a
e, at which time you might not
be in physical or mental condi-
tiom to cope with this task.

Yet even §f you can afford it,
lung-term-curn insurance may
not be the best Investment for
you, flome finaneial advisers roc-
ommend other inventmenta that
offer yau more flexible and
securs returns 6o ynu con pay
for your long-term-cure rather
than investing in o policy you
may never need. You might
want o seek investment advice
from an impurtial competent
Nnuncial adviser,

Whethsr or not you use an
adviser, you'd be wiso to loarn
about [nvesting by reading
financial magazines snd books,
and poseibly joining en eatab-
Yiahed investment club to meet
and learn with poople intereated
in investment techniques -~ so
that you can be a knowlsdge-
able, active participant in man-
aging and suporvising your
investments that will be & major
factor in getting quality long-
term cara should you need it.

Protecting assets

On the other hand, you might
have sabstantial asnets you
want to protect and can afford to
huy s decunt policy snd main-
tain it. You wJ{I have to do a lot
of invostigsting, Comparing
long-term-care insurance poli-
cles in extromely difficult,
They're al} different and compli-
cated, You muat road tho fine

print to see what is really cov-
ored. ¥inding out what is not
covered is as important as what
is covered. This takes both
research of your own and advice
from impartial sources, not an
insurance agent. You need to
ask the right from the
right people and at the right
time — before you buy the policy,
if you need it at all.

What to look for

What makes o ‘oodfollty?
Consumer advocates advise to
ook for the follewing:

W Lfcensed by the state of
Michigan, to make sure it mects
sate standards

B PFlexible benefits, meaning
that ths policy will pay for the
care and services you need no
matter what setting they aro
delivered in

B At Jeast two to four years of
cavernge at home and in a long-
term-caro facility, such as a
nursing home or asalated living
facility

@ Nursing home coverage that
ineludes both akilled and cuato-
dial eare for the duration of the
benefit

B Benefit amounts that match
the sctual costs of care in your
community

@ Compound inflation protec-
tion that ansures your benefits
keep pace with the rapldly rising
conts of long-term care

n Favornble benofit conditions
that allaw you to collect pay-
ments whomm:f you need help
with you

= Claurly deﬁned terms that
you understand
Keep in mind that |

Michigan Medicare/Medic-
ald Assistance {800-
m7l14l! Has trained volun-

teer counse to discuas insur-
nnce optiona. It alao publishes
the Long Term (z:i"e ln.:;:nnu:
Comparisons Guide, which gives
cost and benefit information for
selected policies.

American Associstion of
Retirsd Poople (AARP) 601 F.
8¢, NW, thlnglun D.C.
20049.

Write for the frec booklet,
“Before You Buy, a Guide to
Lang-Term-Care Insurance”
Consumer Reporis, October
1897, special report, “How Wil
You Pay for Your Old Age?” It
rates 114 policies. Check your
library for this issue.

Michigan Insurance Bureau's
Consumsr Assistance Division
(617-373-0220), Call for informa-
tion or to confirm that a poticy
you are considering is licensed
by the stalo ta be sold in Mlichi-
gan §n order to be nssured it
meets state standarda,

On Pinaneial Planning

Kipplinger’s Personal Finance
Mngazine, August 1998, pp 78+
79

This inuue gives you insight
and warnings on selecting a
financial adviser ~ preferably a

“certified financial planner (CFP)
- and how to negotinte a reason-
able fee,

The Institute of Certificd
Pinancial Plannera (800-282-
7526) Ask for a lHat of fec-only
CFPs in your area who do not
receive a commission for aals of

companies and agents are not
tikely to alert you to policy lmi-
tations.

Agnin, seak help from an
impartial adviser, not an insur-
ance agent, if you need pdvice,

Beveral organizations, includ-
ing Citizens for Batter Care,
publish guides on long-term-care
Inaurance. The resources we list
will answer more quostions for
you than we can provide,

In casence, we urge you to
road, learn, seek help from reli-
able, impartia} sources before
you make a final decision.

Citizens for Better Care
(800-838.8548): Call for infor-
mation about Medicare and
Medicaid and for published
guiden on long-term-care insur-
ance. Its iatest book publication
is tho 1098 edition of Michigan
Long Tern: Care Companion:
How to Make the S8ystom Work
for You and What (o Do When It
Doean't, It’s a thorough rofer-
enca on all aspects of long-term
cuze as well as long-torm-care
inaurance. You can buy it from
CBC and in book stores or bor-
row it from your library,
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The Hamilton Hotel
in Downtown Birmingham

financial ¢ and for their
other free pamphlets including

estions to nsk when choosing
a financial planner.”

National Aasociation of
Investors (248-563-6242). Locat-
ed in Madison Heighta, this
association can give you infor-
mation on investment cluba in
your area.

Modern Maturity, July-
August, 1898 “Can You Afford
Your Puture” An artitle on plan-
ning for retirement. The magn-
zine is published by AARP,

Michael Connors and Lydia
Rizzo are cditors of the Michigan
Long Term Care Companion,
CBC Publications, 1998, They
can be reached by fux at {248)
474.2183

WEDDINGS & ERGAGEMENTS

endel, son of Judge Herbyt and
Janice Gruendel of Branford,
Conn.

The bride-te-be is a graduate
of Mercy High Schoel, the Uni-
veruity of Michigan, and Boston
College Law School. She is cur-
rently serving na a judicial elerk
to a federal district court judge
in Birmingham, Ala,

The gronm is a graduate of
Yale University and Bosten Col-
lege Law School. He is currently
serving as a judicial clerk to a
federal district court judge in
Boaton, Masa.

The couple plan to resido in
Charlotte, N.C., where Amy will
practice law at the firm of
Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge &
Rice. Steve will practice law at
Moore and VanAllen.

'A Scptember wedding is

COXARUDOIL
Robert and Marilyn Cox of
anlngmn Hills announce the
t of their d
Amy Lynn te Stephen Eric Gru-

HRYCIYK-TELEPO

Mr. and Mry. Daniel Hryczyk
of Parmingtan Hills announce
the engngement of their daugh-
ter Laura Lynn to John Kevin
Telepo, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Telepo of Northvills, -

The bride-to-be is 8 gradunt:
of Farmington High School, and
Michigan State University. Shs
is a teacher in Dearborn
Heights,

The groom is a graduate of
Bowling Green State Universi-
ty. He is employed as a anles
represcntative in Detroit.

A July wedding ia planned.

Jennifer VanDerHaven of
Northville and Richard Santia of
Lathrup Village will be married
in August at St. Edith Catholic
Church.

The bride-to-be is the daugh-
ter of Candy VanDerHaven of
Northville and a graduate of
Michigan State University, She
is n nales coordinator at Laurel
Manor Banguet and Video Con-
ference Center,

The groom is the son of Mari-
na Santia of Troy and a gradu-
ate of Michigan State Universt-
ty. He is the director of purchas-
ing for Palmer Paint Products.

The couple will honeymoon in
Hawali.
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Mercy High
alumnae
plan reunions

Merey Hxab 8chool in Farm-
ington Hills i looking for alum-
nae from sevoral classes for

reunions.

The Class of 1949 will cele-
brate its class reunion on
Sept. 25, 1£99 at the Livonia
Marriott from noon to 4:30 p.m.-
Contact Pat Flannery Burke at
.48 -349-8589 for more informa-

The Class of 1950 is hosting
ita 50th reunion June 10-11,
2000. Contact Dolores Krymow
Anderson at 248-851-7620.

‘The Clags of 1959 plans its
40th reunion on Saturday,

16 from 12:30 p.m. onward in
South Lyon, Contact Marlene
Cnpaldi Steelo at 248-681-G954

n of 1879 20 year
reunion is slated for Nov. 26,
1999 nt the Novi Hilton from 6
p.m. to 1 a.m. Contact Mary
Gulowski Muller at at 248-344-
8767,

The Claas of 1989 ton-year
reunion {s planned for Nov. 27,
1999 at Baker's of Milford. an
more information, call Step
Kramer Spinale at 313- 821-

8350.

Members of the classes of
1954, 1964, 1869, 1974 and 984
are cnnonraxed to start
their reunions. Contact the
Mercy High 8chool alumnae
office nt 476-3270 for more infor-
mation and to update names
and addresses.

Poems sought

A $1,000 grand prize will be
awarded in a free poetry contest
sponsored by Hollywood's
Famoua Poeta Society.

The contest is open to every-
one and entry is free, Every
poem entered also has an oppor-
tunity to be published in a luxu-
rious hardbourd anthology.

To enter, send one poem 21
linea or less to Fyee Poetry Con-
test, 1040 Fairfax Ave. Suite
208, W. Hollywood, CA 80046.
Or go to www.famouspoets.com.
Beginners are welcome.

The poem should be written
on any subject, using any style, -

Entries must be postmarked
by the deadline of July 15.

A Simple

Set the date - As soon as
possible after getting engaged,
select a wedding date and
decide on the type of wedding
you will have, Fram readitional
ceremony in a church, toa
surprise wedding where guests
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LASER HAIR REMOVAL

are invired to a “party” that

Call for Your Compli

mentary Consultation

turns out to be a wedding,
couples are personalizing the
event and planning weddings
thoe reflect thrir hifestyles and
interests,

Your guests wlll feel pampered In our spacious now
guest rooms complote with plush terry robes, friple
shoslod heds, nightly turn-down scrvice and gourmet
brookfast buffet - all In our fabulous downlown
Birmingham locatlonl

248 816. 6307

weekend Speclals Available Lo
Neservatieons: 248-642-6200
INTOW ) i o d .vcinuc.".:u nin, LI mMI 48009 .
18, rww.hamllionhatel.co o
- Oichard Laks
8t. M
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July 25 to July 29
Aug. 110 Asy. 8
Boarding Ovornight
Extonded 89
Every Day 94:30
Summer Cali Syivia
thousands (248)882-1838
Thl's‘mrlnmcr llher't; lsl.lw of children e themthe rto
much golng on it’s hard to o em °?P°"
declde what to & where to took Yours with an
go! That’s why the Observer forward f
& Bccentrlc Newspapers has to cam advwertisement in our
Pl:“l"’l!“h" this l‘?ffm pe 1993 Surmmer Camp Comer.
rectory to make it
o For Information
.= contact Rich:
734-953-2069




