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Ringmaster: Barry DeChant yearned to
be a part of the nomadic circus lifestyle.

Volunteers wanted to
help spruce up park

Dvury Sunday in Allgust thn
Jawish National Fund.is ndopt:
ing the Elizaboth Gordoa Sachs
Greening of Dotroit park on East
Jefferson between Rivard and
St. Aubin in downtown Detroit.

Lila Luzerus, good heatth cdi-

tor of WDIV-TV channel 4, is

. chairwomon of this event,

Volunteers will moet at'the
park at 10 a.m. and work with
an urhan farester from the pro-
gram to do mulehing, planting,
and learn about ecology, similar
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BY LARRY O’CONNOR
HTAYY WRITKR
locannardoshomocomm.net

When her hushand would
ruminate nhout running off to
join the clreus, Karen DeChant
had tho standard npaunnl reply
to puch flighta of fan:

Wait uati] wo ret ro, she'd
say.

Beiora last summor, Karen
stapped down as a speclal edu.
cation teacher in the Rodford
Union district. This summor,
she's dressed in clown makoup
and standing undorneath the

. circus big top, hor second

home, Hor hugband Burry is
ringmaster.

“I didn't think it would octu.
ally hoppen,” said Karen, who
performs ns “Kari” the clown
in the Kolly Miller Circus,

The travoling circus per-
formed {n Farmington Hills
and Plymouth during the
woekond. With the DeChants
in tow, tho circus hoads to
Canada for the nnxt fow
weceks,

Since March whon tlm Livo-
nin couple joinod the outfit,

. thoy've only had two days off.

“We're having fun,” said
Karen, whao is 8 member of
Clowns Around Redford. “We
know it wans work, Now wu
know it's hard work.”

While Barry, dressed in a
rad and gold trimmed cont and
top hat, ballows out “Ladics
and gentloman ...," Kari tho
Clown hops and skips around
the center circla.

Smiall children to adults look
on wide-syed, mesmerized by
all the dazzling color and
sounds, |

Darry, who has perforined as
a clown for n numbor of yeara,
yearnod to bo part of the
nomadic circus lifoatyle. After
Karen retired, they sent
rogumes and videos to circuses

uround the country. -

Kelly Mitlor Broa., which l-
based in Hugo, Okln., hired the
pair aa clowns. A fow days into
tho tour, the outfit’s ringmas.
ter loft, Barry, 81, a former TV
sportscaster, uwppad in.

After four months touring
the Bnuth and Midwest, tho
romanticlam has boen diluted
by the read's reality.

“It'a n difforont parspactive
from this side,” said Barry,
behind Lhe big top between
porformances at Farmington
Hills Foundera 8ports Park.
“You see all the glomour from
the nudienco end. You see all
tha hard work and saweat on
this end.”

Barry admits therc's not a
lot of money. For others in the
28-membor crew, the circus i
a full-timo job, if not a lifetime
pursuit.

The DeChants, who might've
boon viewed aa interlopers at
first, had to prove themselves
among the circus performars.

Karon has gonv the extra
atap, holping teach six children
in the travoling show's school
program and baby-sitting a
horae trainer’s l-year-old
daughter.

“1 feel reat welcomed,” Karen
sald.

So haa Barry, who ia friends
with niembera of tho acrobatic
Porez Family. Hocontly, thoy
let the rotired Ameritoch
amployes taka a twirl en the
trapoze during idle houra, -

The DeChauta travpl in a
trailer whilo spmeone [s stay-
ing in their Livonia homa.
They have a TV aatellite dish
ond e laptop computer in the
36-fuot caravan.

Karen also keeps picturea of
thelr four grandchildren near-
by to romind her of home. One
of her granddaughtaors was
going to aee n performance

& 'Wo're having fun.’

Karen DeChant
—AKA Kari the Clown

during the weekond,

The couple mot at Ward
Proshyterian Church ond has
been marricd five yeara.

“I met him at. church and |
had no idea he was a clown,”
Karon seid. “Then he invited
me to somothing ... and he had
this other side to him thhit I
didn‘t know about,” .

As & clown herself, Karen is
expariencing the joy on the
makeup's othor side. Looks on
-children'a faces are unforget-
table, sho sald.

“Some of thom juat stare,
They're.in awo,” she sald.
“Then there aro the smiles,
Bome of them have the cutest
smiles. It touches my heart.”

Karen and Barry appeared
bufore Rose Biedron’a third
grade class at MacGowan Ele-
mentary as they set out for the
cireus, Karen writes to the
class to kecp students updated.

Many of her former teaching
colleagues and mombors of
Clowns Around Redford
stoppad by the Farmington
Hille shows ta sny hollo. Karen
and Barry have alse met
noighbors during the recant
circus stop,

Barry marvels at Karon's
willingness to be pnrt of the
exporience, which ends in
Octobor,

“Bho's just a good wife who
wanted to go along, She want-
od mo to sce my droam como
true,” ho sald.

8aid Karen, “It's like con-
quoring something, like a
dream come true.”

but on o smnllor scalo of whnt
tho Jowish National Fund.doue
in Torael,

Thero will be projects for chil-
dren and tho doy will culminate
with a pienic at 1 p.m. Lunch
will he provided by the Jewlsh
National Fund.

Thera will be no cost. nor salic-
itation. Bring a palr of garden
gloven,

For reservationa or more {nfor-
mation, call the Jewish National-
Fund offico at (248) 567-6644.

Forgotten Ilnrvcst. meotro
Detroit’s mobile food rescus
program, is hosting a Tee Off
Fore Forgotton Harvest charity
golf outing sponsored by Ster-
ling Bank & Trust.

hold on Tuesday, Aug. 17, at
Bay Pointe Golf Club. Fargot-
ten Harvest will bo colehratl

Aug. 17 golf outing will he'p
Forgotten Harvest program

This annual event will be *

golf with a power cart, dinnor
with an opon bar and a live
auction. The first hole-in-one
wine a new BMW from hola-in-
anp spensor Bavarian Motor
Village, Eastpointe. Dinner
only is $76 a porson.

Faor golf and dinner reserva-
tiona, informntion on availablo

with a 1 pm, shotgun start dey
of golf.

The $200 par golfer outing
will includo Junch, 18 holos of

ships or
danating a prizo. plense contact
tho Fargotten Harvost office at
248-360-FOOD. Major credit
cards acceptad.

Local circus couple loves life under the Big Tapé

Karl the Clown: Karen DeChant hus a buay
lifestyle with the Kelly Miller Circus,
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