Comedian
Bill Barr
performs
7:30 p.m. at
Heritage
Park, in the
Canton
Recreation
complex,
1150 S.
Canton
Center
Road, south of Cherry Hill.
Musical comedy impressionist
Ron Parker u[; cpen the show.
No charge; call (734) 397-6110
for information.

Elizabeth Lurie of Farmington
Hills will sell functional wares
and this wall piece at the Ann

Arbor Street Art Fair on South

and East University and Church

streets. The fair, one of three, is
open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more

information about the Ann Arbor

Art Fairs, call (800) 888-9487 or
visit the Ann Arbor Convention
and Visitors Bureau Web site
www.annarbor.org - .

The Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra, led by David Alan Miller,
presents “A Song of Broadway”
featuring vocalists Lisa Vroman
and Brent Barrett 7:30 p.m., at
the Meadow Brook Music Festi-
val on the campus of Oakland
University in Rochester Hills.
Tickets $8 to $60, call (313) 576-
6111, (248) 377-0100, or (248)
645-6666.

Cool jazz takes center stage
at the seventh annual Birm-
ingham JuzzFest Thursday-

" Saturday, Free concerte unll
take place in the hert of
dawntown Birmingham at

between Henrietta
 and Bates strects, ' Key-
hoardist Jeff Lorber per-

ticipating nearby restau-
rants are also ﬁealurin,q Jarz
‘performers. igslon 18"

. free. Tor more information,
call (248) 433-FEST. See* -+
schedule on page E4.
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I(\lncua!cal: Bhn;d Ellison

to right) portrays
Algcrt Pct.crsa’;l, M.
Brian Odgen, Conrad
Birdie, and Rebecca
Hyke, Kim MacAfee, in
Stagecrafiers Youth
Theatre’s production of
“Bye Bye girdte."

Youth,

~ ol oy e

O P
Lriealci

Ll
‘Byo By

e Birdle'; Rock-n-
roll idol Conrad Birdie
(M. Brian Dgden) secems to
contemplate his future
since he has been drafted.

Young
thespians
‘act up’ at
Cranbrook "

BY KrELY WYGONIK
BYAYY WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm. et

Jessica Gorehow of Troy spent thyed
summery studying acting at the Crad
brook Theatre School, but this yebe
she’s working in the costume departs
ment. (5

“1¢ wau fun,” arid Gorchow about the
summer program she attended in
junior high, “It was a chance to mect
kids that were not from my schoc). I
was always interested in theater. You
learn u lot through doing scenes from
plays and attending classes. In the
final week, you present a show. It's the
best experience, it's a little stressful,
but it prepared me for theater in high
school.”

Students in Cranbrook Theatre
School's junior division, grades three
through cight presented the musical
“Bye Bye Birdio™ July 20-21. On Mon-
duy-Tuesday, July 26-27, the senior
divivion, grades nine-12, will present -

iy gy B, TAUDER
RITER
_ stauher@oe,bomecomm.net

hat do an Elvis-like rock-n-
roll idol, his mnnager and
pecretary, an overpowering
mother and a bunch of all-American
kids in saddle shoes add up to?
The fun, upbeat, family musical,
“Bye Bye Birdie,” book by Michael
Steward, music by Charles Strouse,

aspecta of theater.”
*Byo Byo Birdic” almi mpr:}aenm
0!

He's also busy rehearsing for the part
of Joseph in Stagecrafters’ upcoming

1y first time uth
‘Theatre is doing a full-fledged musi-
cal production instead of a more
ecaled-down children's show,

“This musical is a big undertaking
for these kids,” Pierce of Royal Ook
added. “Because ¢f the size of the
show, it's the first time we're having a
youth theater production run for two

centertaining sho
¥riday, July 23. All perfcrmances are
at the historic Baldwin Theater, 416

end lyrics by Lee Adums. weekends.
Stagecrafters Youth Theatre is pre- Pierce, who seems to always be at
senting seven performances of this the &E“w’ working at the sewin,
ind w beginning 7 p.m. or putting

from used clothing, has known many
of the youths in the show sinca they

P of “Jokcph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

Although he's only 13, Justin
Noroyan of Farmington Hills hes
many Stagecrafters productions
under his belt.

“I tried out for this play because L
thought it would be a fun thing to do
this summer,” said the Warner Middle
School student, Ho's happy with his
role as the younger brother, Ran-
dolph, in the MacAfes family.

“I like thia rolo because the charac-
ter is younger. Ho's not into the boy-

Acting: Michael
Tide that Bin

”

JIVCZ R4NRELOUSE
Williams and
Heidi mec!tfer/’orm “The

B

a short play

by John Rutherford.

hain Park, south of Maple

forms 7 p.m. Saturday. Par-

matinees are 2 p.n., July 26 and Aug.
1. Tickets are $7 for aduits and 85 for
youths 17 and younger. For informa-
tion call (248) 541-6430.

that many behing the scence for this
show,” said director Deborah Landis.
Sigler. “I'm really proud of what
they’re going to present to the public.”
“All of the actunl work is being done

tumes and more. We feel it's impor-
tant t give them experienco in all

3since he was eight,
Since he gradual
from Kimbal) High

e 8choo} this year,
‘Wo have a group of 36 very talent-
ed and onergetic kids on stage and ;I;i:“; &‘:‘fas:

show. He plays
Albest, the manog-
er of Birdie, an
Elvis-Presloy-like

in music theater.

Lofa: 1 Oak. were eight years old. . gird thing yet,” Noroysn eaid.
sotl\lgcllimngle;?rti‘:rﬁau}:teu are 7 p.m. Brad Ellison, 17, is one of these. 80 56O
Saturdny, July 24 and Thursday mml“?&%’ e8:
through Baturday, July 28-31, Sunday with youth theater

Rebecca Hyke.

(left), Brian Thibault, Shauna Mancini and

What: Crantwock | Our Town.”
Thestra School, The  perfor-
senlor dlvision, mances are the
presents “0ur culmination of the
m:;"gg":m program that
S P began the third
:1‘,’"222’;” “W. | week of Junc, Stu’
ty f v Y
* Outi dents in the junior
Greok Thontro, division attend for
Cranbrook Compus, | five weeks, and the
400 Lone Pino eenior division six
Roed, Bloomfieid wecks. )
% 501 the “Students car{:ﬂ
door. Cull (248} from all over the
6451678 for move | metro arca,” said
information. program director
Joyce M

of  Bleomficld

Hills, “Everyone gets a speaking part.

Each child has one¢ moment in the
sun”

The philosophy is “learning by

i heart-throb who's doing.” Students attend classes and
by the kido,” added youth theater on his way to join practice doing scenes from a variety of
chairvoman Margeret (Peg) Pierco the armed forces, plays. They get ¢ lunch break and
(her doughter, Katle, fs in the show). | “giliggn iagoing ~ Famlly tles: M, Brian Ogden (on bike) por- chance to swim in Lake Jonah on cam-

Besides tho actors on stago, thu kids | 15 Qaldond Uni-  trayg Conrad Birdie, who gets involved with pus, which is realt a pool.
are also working behind the scencs on vorsity in the fall, he MacAfe it 4 " 3 by Justin Ne *We believe evoryone can use the-
props, production, lights, sound, cos- | where he'll major (112 M@ fee family, played by Justin Noroyan atrical skills,” snid Morchouse, “We're

not intereated in producing stars, but

lcaso sco TH!

Shakespeare festival creates intimate outdoor setting

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAYY WiTER
fprovenzanodoo.homocomm.net

What: Michlgen Ghakespasre Fost
When: Thuiaday, July 22 to jay, Aug. 8
Wheret Elia Sharp Park, 3225 Fousth Strent, Jackson

The popular and critical of Acedemy
Award-winning “Shakespeare In Lovo,” “A Midsum-
mer Night's Dream” and the anticipation of the soon-
to-1 1 d “Titus Andronicus” only validatea
what Shakespearenn actors, scholars and admirers
have known: The 16th-century bard from Stratford-
upon-Avon with a gift for Jush poetry and a turn of &
phrase is eternally relevant.

The outdoor setting of this year's Michigan Shoke-
speara Festival, beginning tonight, and continuing

rough Sunday, Aug. 8, honors the tradition of the-
ater to “reach out” past thoe stage and make drama
accesoible to anyone willing to listen.

Don't expoct slick Hollywood productions.

“The joy of Shakespeare is coming to terms with
the language,” suid John Neville-Andoews, artistic
director of tho festival,

Sct amid the rolling hills of Ella Sharp Park in
Jackson, the festival is hardly nlong the beaten trail
for metro Detroiters. Then again, Stratford, Ontario
isn't exnctly a spin down 176,

The five-yoar-old featival, which expanded from
two to three weeks this year, strives for authenticity.

“Hamlet* ~~ B p.m. Thureday, July 22, Fridsy, 30, Sunday, Avg.
1, Thuredsy, Aug. 8, Saturday, Aug. 7; 2 p.m. Sunday, July 26,
Saturday, juy 31 and Sundoy, Aug. 8.

*Toeth Night” — & p.m. Fridsy, July 23, Sunday, July 25,
Thursday, July 29, Saturdey, July 31, Fridey-Saturday, Aug. &
7: 2 p.m. Baturday, July 24, Sundey, Aug. 1, and Aug, 8.
Tickets: $10 and up.

For Informbption, cail (517) 7885032
M Tor inThedark

Wost Paiky and
1 ThePark

Night's Draam,”
The performence iy schedulad 8:30 p.m. Sundey, Aug. 15|a
n

needs
ofa

fora

tho Droke Sporte Pack, Dreke Rosd south of Maple fload
Waest Bloomdield, To yolunteer, cefl (248} 7382600,

Nine performances of “Hamlet” and “Twelfth
Night” will be performed on a wooden stage with
minimal props where the only amplification will be
the sound of voices bouncing off the back stage wall.

*(The Shakespeare Festival in Stratfurd) etarted in
the middle of nowhere with a few tonts,” snid Neville-
Andrews, who teaches droma at the University of
Michigan, and is scarching for local venuce where

the plays could be
performed after
the festivol.

“This is the way
theater was per-
formed in Shake-
ppeare’s time.”

The 17-membor
cost will perform
*close to nature,”
competing with the
sounds of birds, PP
Iplnnm ﬂyiing)ovur- -
head an hgots " e
and hollering from cln‘.uc act: Stephen e

Davies performs the title

a nearby barebs)l €8 L 5
ficld. The otage js role in “Hamlet” at the
sct ut the bottom Michigan Shakespeare
of o hill where Festival, which opens Fri-
uctors look up at 4o
un elevated audi- ¢%
ence. The venue
con seat as many as 300,

“We make it on intimate experience for our audi-
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