Four-wheel

3 i
seduction drives
collectors dreams

n the side Jot at Larry Smith'n auto
body shop is a collection of drenms
—-and nightmares.

A sporty new silvery Porache looks
as if its front teeth have been knnckcd
out. App ly, tha dre
suffers from o broken axle.

And then, there's an ailing Jaguar
with a mangled fender, and a forlorn
look of a cat stuck in a tree.

The exclusive hospital ward of deli-
cately expensive imports at Smith's
Autometric Body Shop in Pontinc is a
rofuge and triage unit of last hope for
owners of some ofthu flaghieat cars
on the ruad,

Smith is not nnly seduced by fender
styles and what's under the hood. He
also has the bug for what theso four-
wheel works of art inspiroe on canvas
and in bronze.
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Touch of clasa: Larry Smith of
Bloomfield Hills is chairman
of the Concours d’Elegance art
auction commtitiee.

Drop-dead gorgeous

‘The Bloomfiold:Hills resident is
chair of the art auction committee,
which ovoraees the selection and for-
mal bidding on works by 18 artists
invited to display. their automobile-
inspired art as part of the Concours
d’Elegance, o week-long celebration of
classic cars presented by Meadow
Brook

‘The works of art are on displuy
through Thursday at tho Someract
Collection. A ritzy display of classic
cars will be held Sunday, Aug. 1en
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A new world: This “Study for Jersey Homesteads Mural” by Ben Shahn shows a group of immi-
grants coming down a gangp}ank onto Ellis Isiand in the mid-1930s.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
RITHR
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¢n Shahn cames alive with every

story his widow Bernarda Bryson

Shahn tells, Her voice is smitten
as a schoolgirl’s as she talks about
Diego Rivera excusing himself to

retriove his young aseistant to speak

about tho mura) he was painting at
the Rockefeller Center in New York.
Theo project turned inte an i

They first met when she was writing
about Shahn's Sacco and Vanzetti
paintings for the Ohio State Journal,
The paintings, which focused on the
oxecuted Italian-immigrant anar- *
chists, established Shahn as a social
realist painter.

“Diego couldn't speak Englioh well
and said ‘let me get my nssistant.’ His:
assistant was Ben,” said Bernarda

al scandal and was never

beeause Rivera sketehed in heads of
Lenin and Marx, But it did succeed in
bringing together Bernnrda and
Shahn for a second time.

today at tho Detroit Institute of Arts,
recall a timo in Shahn's qlllfc:' Bernardn

"We wcm boLh workjng for the
in Wash-
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are smitten
with Shahn
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Loia Pincus Cohn considers Ben Shnhn
an artiet for all times. The Bloomfield
Hills resident says it's one of the reasony
she edmires his work and would like to
share it with others., .

Pincus Cohn and hor husband Judge
Avern Cohn ore among the nine private
collectors who have lent work to “Ben -
Shahn and Detroil” opening today at tho
Detroit Institute of Arts, The 11 paint-
ingn, spanning the years 1931 ta 1958,
comploment “Common Man, Mythic
Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn® .

This exhibit includes Shahn's study for
the post office mural in tho Broox, an,
lmnzu from the Droyfus Afleir, Lwo atud- '
ion for the Social Securhy Building
murals, and a scries of prints on Sacco
and Vanzetti.

‘The Cohns lent their gounche painting
titled “Mason,” Shahn's pertrait of a!
working man.

“I liko Ben Shahn becauso ho evokes an
cra in the 308 and 405 and evokea 4 ocial
consciousness,” said Pincus Cohn, owner :
of Artspace, a Birmingham gallery. *In
‘Masan,’ you begin to understand the pain |
of the Depression years. Shahn wos Jew-
ish and Ilbn'rnl in his politics, and

lngwn. D.C. whon the mural was
painted,” snid Bryson Shahn, “Ben’s
father grew up working with his hands
80 Ben associated with peaple who
worked with thelr hands." His father
and grandfathor were woodearvers.
Shahn related to the Jewish immi-
grants he painted, because his family

Brynon Shahn. omigrated to the US. from Lithuania
Like B da's atories, all of the in 1808, Leaving behind his grandfa-
leted i in the opening ther to whom he was especially close,

and his father, exiled to Siberia for

in light and dark -

forces. He painted a universal realism. !
His paintings are very moving. He paint- .

ed tho human condition.”

Hugh and Carolyn Greonberg lont twe -
gouacho printings — "Lea Expert” and
“Carpentar” that they bought in the 60s
and 70s. The Franklin residents own gev-
cral of Shahn's works,

“Shahn's a groat craftsmon and
humaniat,” said Caralyn Greenberg. *1
relate to his people. He has a social and
politicn] consciousness that dovetails
with our itivitics. Ben Shahn haa not

anti-czarist activities, was a i
for Shohn. Hia father even-

said she thinka the

the cssence of those yeara — from
1936 through thoe early 1960s, She saw
“Common Man, Mythic Vision: The
Paintings of Ben Shahn” loat winter at
The Jewish Museum, New York, which
orgonized the exhibition of 43 paint-
ings.

The exhibit, grouped in five galleries
dealing with social realism, religious
tradition, war, humanity, and the Saga
of the Lucky Dragon, continues
through Sunday, Oat. 31.

“I thought it was a wonderful show,”
snid Bryson Shahn about tho exhibit
which teaveoled to New York and Allen.
town, Pa. before opening in Detroit. “It
required a lot of work to find as many
as thoy did.”

tually joined the family in the new
country.

‘The Saga of the Lucky Dragen, dis-
played in the fifth gatlery, is based on
illustrations published by Harper's in
a thtee-pud article about annnesu

oxposed to radis poi-
soning dudng an American bomb test
in 1854. Whon Shahn created the
works in the early 19608, they pleased
him immonsely.

*At the timo he thought it was hia
most important work,” aaid Bryson
Shahn, “The Saga of the Lucky Dragon
was a crown of his thinking and more
mature painting”

Fleasa sco BHAHN, G2

received as much atteation as he
deservea. It's wonderful that they're
ox}nbmng his work.”

e Y AT
Old-world ways: Ben Shahn typi-
fies how Jewish immigrants elung
2o their Eastern Furopean ways
and dress in the 953 painting

“Bookshop: Hebrew Books, Holy
Day Books.”

director of tho American Ballet Theatre, arguably the
finest dance company in the world. He has been hired
to oxpand audierices for ART's New York perfor.
mances at the Motropoelitan Opera House and City
Conter. He'll also be in charge of finding a way to
{ncrease concerts in the United States and around
tha world for the company's 80 dancers.

Spisto might be heading East, but there are sure
signs he hasn’t pulied up all roote in Delmlk. Last

a formal hip with the
Mlclugnn Opera Theatre to make the Detroit Opern
House its Midweat home.

In many ways, joining ABT is an extension of the
groundbreaking markcting programs Spisto enacted
with the Pacific Symphony and tho DSO.

Creating & markoting strategy to connect with a
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The notion that'only “car guys”
appreciate “car art® ia not quito true,
although o great mqlnnty of collecwn .

.are male.

Likowise, it unfmr to generalizo -
about carart, which runa tho stylistic
gardut from highty realistic to (mpm-

* the new pmlldont ut forth by DSO board members.

“There weren't any programs in-place, nor was the

" imago of the DSO effectively communicated to the

publl: 1 lnokod at my position ag a miniater,” snid

Spisto, who miot with the Observer & Eccetric over

Tonck ot 220/Edison, n restaurant in downtawn Birm-
m. "I'm always on call.”
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Island, whero Spisto will live near his many family
members and friends.

wider audience for dance, according to Spisto, will be
the "tougheat of all."

Everyman demeanor

To know first-hand the depth of Spisto’s uh:hty
mokes his departuro difficult to accept, especially
when his creativity, lendership and everyman
demoanor are necded to deflate clitist attitudes that
ive ticket buyers fram

. sionistic to abstract, 'l"hn mlnln‘ is moving. - - i Heading East
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